Gowda named Indian premier 

NEW DELHUAP) — India’s first Hindu nationalist government 
feD Tuesday when as prune minister resigned moments before he 
was expected to lose a no-confidence vote in parliament amid 
criticism of his party’s policies as anti-Muslim . Hours later India’s 
president appointed H. D. Deve Gowda, the leader of the United 
Front, as prime minster and invited him to form India’s next 
government. Mr. Gowda will be sworn in on Saturday and given II 
days to prove his majority in the lower house of parliament. The 
United Front is a coalition of 13 socialist and lower-caste parties. 
TTrat m the procedure that the outgoing prime minister, Aral Bthari 
Vajpayee, failed to complete Tuesday afternoon. After a 90- 
minute speech m parliament defending his Bharatiya Janata party 
Mr. Vajpayee avoided the no-confidence motion he was expected 
to lose by announcing his resignation (story on page 4). Many 
opposition legislators jewed at him as he left to submit his 
resignation to the president, making his government the shortest- 
Bved one ra India’s history, ruling for only 13 days. 
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JEDDAH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd, whose upcoming 
abdication has been predicted in the U.S. press, has chaired a 
weekly cabinet meeting, the official agency SPA reported Tues- " 
day. Tune magazine and the Washington Post this week forecast . 
that the king, who has never folly recovered from a stroke in 
November, would soon leave the country handling over power 
permanently to his half brother. Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz. Time said Saudis were seeking to arrange an 
abdication that docs not look like one and to send the 75-year-old 
monarch to permanent convalescence at his summer palace in 
Marbella, Spain. Spanish diplomats denied the report. After 
suffering an embolic stroke last November, the king handed over 
power to Prince Abdullah. 73, for six weeks. He then announced a 
resumption of his duties. According to SPA. the king chaired the. 
cabinet meeting on Monday which discussed “developments on 
the regional, Arab, Islamic and international scenes." 
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King reaffirms Jordan’s pan-Arab 
commitments, urges unified efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein recall- 
ing that Jordan was one of 
tire founders of the Arab 
League, called on Tuesday 
for intensifying and unifying 
Arab efforts to enable the 
Arab League to carry out its 
mission in ensuring Arab in- 
, tegration at all levels. 

Addressing a visiting de- 
legation of permanent dele- 
gates to the Arab League, 
King Hussein stressed Jor- 
dan's support for Arab causes 
in general and the Palestinian 
cause in particular. 

The King voiced support 
for the Palestinians through 
their sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
in their efforts to regain 
legitimate rights on their 
national soil. 

King Hussein said it was 
premature to discuss or to 
draw a picture for future 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions. Jordan will continue to 
support the Palestinians with- 
out interfering in their inter- 
nal affairs, he said. 


The King reiterated that 
Jordan bad no ambitions nor 
any designs over the Palesti- 
nians. “The future is left to 
the stage when the Palesti- 
nian people enjoy their rights 
on their national soil,” he 
said. “By that time the 
brothers will disengs amongst 
themselves the nature of rela- 
tion they want to have.” 

He added that he re- 
quested the Palestinian lead- 
ership more than once not to 
discuss at the issue of the 
shape of future relations be- 
tween Jordan and Palestine 
because suspicions were fre- 
quently raised about Jordan’s 
intentions towards the 
Palestinian people. 

King Hussein praised the 
Palestinian elections to a leg- 
islative council held in Janu- 
ary in the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) area, as 
an example of honesty and 
integrity. The election re- 
flected the people's feelings 
vis-a-vis the present stage, be 
said. He called on the Palesti- 
nians to support and cooper- 
ate with their legitimate lead- 


ership and to discuss all views 
within the context of Palesti- 
nian unity. 

KJng Hussein also voiced 
Jordan’s support for the Iraqi 
people, and stressed that Jor- 
dan stands against any 
aggression on any Arab conn- 
try- 

The King welcomed the 
oil-for-food deal reached be- 
tween Iraq and the United 
Nations to meet for the basic 
needs of the Iraqi people. 

The King voiced hope that 
the Iraqi people regain their 
rights and that respect fbr 
htunnn rights, democracy and 
dialogue between all parties 
be the dominate features in 
Iraq. 

He stressed the importance 
of safeguarding Iraqi unity 
and sovereignty. 

The King expressed hope 
to see strong and close Arab 
ties, saying the Arab Nation 
had been too late in conven- 
ing regular Arab summits. 

“In my view we have been 
too late in holding summit 
conferences, but God willing, 
summits and meetings will be 


held and the drde will be 
farther expanded to 
accommodate ns all in the 
Arab “World,” the King said, 
adding that there was no jus- 
tification nor any reason for 
suspending Arab summits. 

On the peace process. King 
Hussein said: “We do not 
know bow things will go in 
the future. Anyhow, we be- 
lieve that the move towards 
establishing comprehensive 
peace in the region has 
started,” 

Jordan does not fear 
peace, he said. “Peace might 
lead and will lead ns to what 
we aspire for. We are always 
capable of defending our 
rights, land, soil and to move 
from this stage to a better 
one,” he said. 

He expressed hope that 
Syria and Lebanon would 
also regain their land through 
negotiations with Israel, 
adding that he did not find 
any obstacle in the face of the 
Syrians and Lebanese 
reaching their goal, “given 

(Continned on page 7) 


Peres, Netanyahu wind up campaign for 
elections seen wide open at last minute 


Combined agency despatches 

PRIME MINISTER Shimon 
Peres and opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu criss- 
crossed Israel Tuesday on a 
last day flurry of campaigning 
for general elections in which 
the Labour incumbent said 
“everything is possible.” 
With new opinion polls 
showing Mr. Peres with only 
a slim three-point lead over 
Mr. Netanyahu in Israel's 
fust direct election of a prime 
minister, both men waged a 
massive get-out-the-vote 
effort for Wednesday’s 
^general election, 
v “We had four outstanding 


years (in office), it would be a 
disaster if we stop,” Mr. 
Peres told a meeting of ISO 
Labour Party activists in 
Ashkelon, where there is a 
big community of Russian- 
speaking immigrants who 
represent a key swing vote in 
Israel. 

“We have 24 hours left, 
everyone must roll up their 
sleeves and go from house to 
house, and person to person, 
to get out the vote,” he said. 

Mr. Peres insisted he was 
“completely optimistic” 
going into the polls, bnt 
added that “everything is 
possible today in the land of 
Israel and rightly so.” 


The 72-year-old Labour 
leader, considered the key 
architect of the peace process 
which has brought autonomy 
to most Palestinians in the- 
West Bank and die Gaza 
Strip and a start to normalisa- 
tion of relations between 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours, warned that a Likud 
win on Wednesday would 
change everything. 

Labour charges that Mr. 
Netanyahu, by ruling out 
more “territorial conces- 
sions” or possible independ- 
ence for Palestinians in 
permanent peace negotia- 
tions due to be completed by 
May 1999 has shut the door 


on peace. 

“If Bibi Netanyahu wins, 
terrorism will increase,” Mr. 
Peres said, turning the tables 
on Likud charges that Palesti- 
nian autonomy has under- 
mined security and left every 
Israeli a potential target for 
suicide bombers and other 
3ttRCKS* 

“If we, God forbid, cut off 
the peace process and the 
intifada resumes, and we lose 
our economic growth, only 
God knows when we wifi be 
able to resume it,” Mr. Peres 
said. 

Pollsters said Tuesday’s 

(Continued on page 7) 


A different experience for Israelis this time 


By Gbazi Saadi 

IN TODAY'S Israeli general 
elections a prime minister for 
the Jewish state is to be 
directly elected by the voters 
and not by the 120 members 
of parliament. This is being 
done for the first time in the 
country’s history under a new 
election law. 

A total of 3,930,250 peo- 
ple, including 447,000 Israeli 
Arabs, are eligible to vote. 
Among the voters are 2,600 
Arabs living in the Arab sec- 
tor of Jerusalem who ac- 
quired Israeli citizenship and 
1,000 others living in the 
t V\occupied Golan Heights. 

The number of ballot 
boxes is 6,714 installed in 
different pans of the country 
including military camps, 
where the voting started 
Tuesday. Israeli diplomats 
abroad as well as marines and- 
seamen voted a week ago. 

According to official statis- 
tics, 640,000 voters will be 


participating in the -elections 
for the first time one third of 
them have just turned 18 and 
another third new immig- 
rants. 

Under the new elections 
law, a candidate for the pres- 
idency should win 50.5 per 
cent of the total number of 
votes of those who actually 
took part in the elections. As 
for the Knesset a bloc sbould 
win at least 45,000 votes to 
enter legislative. 


Netanyahu from the Likud 
Party are running for the 
premiership. There are 19 
lists of candidates running for 
parliamentary seats. 

Under the new law, the 
premier-elect will not require 
a vote of confidence from the 
Knesset because he has been 
elected directly by the peo- 
ple. Bnt the ministers should 
win the Knesset’s confidence. 
If the ministers fail to win 
confidence it means that the 
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Supervising the election 
process is a committee 
chaired by a supreme court 
judge and representing all the 
incumbent parliament mem- 
bers. 

The committee has a 
budget of nearly $30 million 
-and 20,000 policemen will 
keep law and order during 
the elections. 

Shimon Peres from the 
Labour Party and Benjamin 


prime minister himself does 
not enjoy such confidence. 
This means a new general 
election for the prime minis: 
ter and the Knesset. 

The new law also says that 
61 votes are needed to bring 
down the government 

The prime minister has the 
authority to dissolve parlia- 
ment with approval from the 
bead of state. But if the 
prime minister resigns elec- 


tions should be held to elect a 
new premier but parliament 
in this case will not be 
changed. 

Under the new law an 
elected premier should form 
his government in 45 days. If 
be rails to do so, new elec- 
tions should be held to elect a 
premier. 

According to opinion polls 
held over the past two 
months, Mr. Peres is bound 
to win and form government. 
However, the results might 
be different especially if new 
suicide attacks were carried 
out kfifing a large number of 
Israelis. In this case the ba- 
lance will be tipped in favour 
of Mr. Netanyahu. 

The polls indicate that Mr. 
Peres has a six to four per 
cent edge over Mr. Netany- 
ahu and that Mr. Peres could 
form a coalition government 
involving all the political par- 
ties represented in the Knes- 
set. 

( Con tinned on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday meets with a delegation representing the 
permanent delegates to the Arab League (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince: Arab countries should 
enhance common identity to be able to 
fight off the challenges of modern age 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Tuesday 
that Arab countries had a 
duty to enhance the concept 
and common identity of the 
Arab Nation to enable it to 
deal with the challenges of 
the modem age. 

In an address to a visiting 
delegation of Saudi business- 
men at the Royal Court, the 
Crown Prince also urged 
Arab continues to seek re- 
gional integration . and to 


inter-Arab cooperation in 
different domains. 

The Prince said efforts 
were under way in Jordan to 
enable the Kingdom to stop 
relying on foreign aid as a 
basic element. He said Jor- 
dan needed foreign aid when 
it was feeing exceptional re- 
gional circumstances far ex- 
ceeding its means and poten- 
tials. 

He said that Jordan is seek- 
ing through an economic re- 
form programme to reduce 


the deficits in its budget and 
balance of payments. 

A package of economic 
laws has been adopted to 
help boost the economy with 
the help of this programme, 
which is being applied with 
the help of international in- 
stitutions, the Crown Prince 
added. 

Referring to the countries 
bordering the Red Sea, which 
include Jordan as well as 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kabariti 
heads for 
Algeria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Tuesday left for an 
official visit to Algeria during 
which he will hold talks with 
President Liamine Zerwal 
and other government lead- 
ers. 

Mr. Kabariti will also visit 
Tunis for talks with President 
Zein Al Abideen Ben Ali. 
The talks in both countries 
will cover bilateral relations 
and pan- Arab affairs. 

Several agreements will be 
concluded between Jordan 
and Algeria covering coop- 
eration in economic^ trade, 
information, cultural, health 
and other fields. 

Mr. Kabariti is accompa- 
nied by Minister of Public 
Works Abdul Hadi Majali. 
Senator Taher Hikmat and 
deputies Ibrahim Zoubi. Bas- 
sam Emoush, Farah Rabadi 
and Nader Thuheirat. 

Just before the prime 
minister's departure, the 
Lower House of Parliament 
issued a statement conde- 
mning the recent murder of 
seven French monks in 
Algeria. 

A house statement said 
that the “Arab and Islamic 
nations.*' which suffered 
from terrorism for long, 
strongly condemn this brutal 
attack against innocent peo- 
ple because such actions are 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cabinet endorses draft laws on official media 

Debate focuses on pros and cons of commercialising institutions 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Cabinet on 
Tuesday endorsed two draft 
laws which would allow for 
the restructuring of the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, and 
the Radio and Television 
Corporation. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said after 
the Cabinet meeting the two 
laws would be referred to 
Parliament, which has the 
right to endorse them, amend 
them or reject them. 

Dr. Muasher noted that 
the two draft laws would 
grant Petra and the Radio 


and Television Corporation 
complete financial and admi- 
nistrative independence. 
New boards of directors 
would be appointed to shoul- 
der the responsibility of de- 
veloping their independent 
information policies, the 
minister said. 

In a debate organised by 
the American embassy on 
Tuesday, entitled “restruc- 
turing and privatising the 
Ministry of Information and 
its media institutions," Dr. 
Muasher appeared deter- 
mined to proceed with the 
restructuring plan for official 
media organisations despite 
the vocal opposition that his 


plans stirred among journal- 
ists and some politicians. 

Dr. Muasher said the offi- 
cial media should be given 
the opportunity to operate on 
commercial basis in order to 
be more efficient and success- 
ful against competition. 

Representing views 
opposed to the minister’s 
plans in the debate was col- 
umnist Fahed Fanek, who 
said having the radio and 
television run by boards of 
directors independently from 
the supervision of the govern- 
ment would only “guarantee 
a false success,” citing what 
he called the failure of other 
governmental institutions en- 


joying similar independence. 

“Appointing a board of 
directors does not mean suc- 
cess and there is clear evi- 
dence for that," he said. 

Dr. Muasher said, howev- 
er, that restructuring the offi- 
cial media and ensuring its 
financial independence 
would improve its perform- 
ance and would enable it to 
attract qualified personnel. 

“We feel that the perform- 
ance of the Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation has deterio- 
rated due to the administra- 
tive constraints imposed on it 

(Continued on page 7) 


JPA takes its 'case' to Parliament speakers 


By Samir Barbonm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, Ahmad Lawzi 
and Saad Hayel Srour, on 
Tuesday met with the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
president and board mem- 
bers to discuss issues related 
to a draft JPA law which has 
sparked a controversy be- 
tween the JPA board and 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher. 

JPA President Suleiman AI 
Qudah said the meetings with 
the parliament speakers were 
part of moves taken by the 
JPA board to protest the 
Ministry of Information's 


drafting of the law without 
JPA participation. 

“The two meetings were 
part of moves taken by JPA 
board on the draft law which 
is expected to be debated by 
parliament in its upcoming 
session, the minister’s posi- 
tion and to call for the coop- 
eration of all concerned to 
reach a draft that would serve 
the interests of all parties and 
meet the journalists' de- 
mands,” Mr. Qudah told the 
Jordan limes. 

He said the JPA board had 
to take such moves to explain 
its position because the draft 
law would soon be referred to 
the Lower House for approv- 
al. 

The Jordan News Agency, 


Petra, said the Lower House 
speaker was briefed by Mr. 
Qudah and the board mem- 
bers on their views on the 
draft law. 

Mr. Srour said at the meet- 
ing that any draft law refer- 
red by the government to the 
Lower House, be it on the 
JPA or any other issue of 
national interest, should be 
discussed by a specialised 
House committee. 

During the course of its 
debate, he said, the commit- 
tee has to meet with the 
parties concerned with the 
law to hear their views and 
positions. 

“At the House, we have 
firm convictions in the need 
to consult with specialists and 


the concerned in the course 
of discussing any draft law to 
enrich the dialogue and to 
enable all concerned to reach 
the best decision that would 
serve national interests and 
serve all parties," said Mr. 
Srour. 

The JPA president said he 
could not comment on the 
draft law because he had not* 
seen it. “I cannot judge it 
until I read it. What I know 
about it thus far is through 
indirect sources," he said, 
criticising the ministry for 
preparing the draft law in the 
absence of the association. 

He said he expects to have 
a meeting soon with Dr. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Controversy erupts over MPs’ ‘junkets’ abroad - courtesy of Royal Jordanian 

Investigative panel, lashing out at critics, says trips to RJ stations are necessary to access airline's situation 

1 .#. tli. hipi'm, nu)< in with a free rnuristic trin to "It is not unlikely that beh to publish an angry ty and dragged our wives were visitine. tee's trip as “a farce 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A visit by 
members of a parliamen- 
tary committee to Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) offices in 
three European capitals 
* Ahas sparked a controversy 
’ that only the court might be 
able to settle, with one 
deputy threatening to sue a 
local columnist over 
accusations he made about 
the purpose of the visit. 

Deputy Ahmad Kassas- 
beh has threatened to take 
Al Ra'i columnist Fahd Al 
Fanek to court over re- 


marks the writer made in 
an article published in Al 
Ra’i last week over the 
parliamentary committee’s 
visit to Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) offices in Madrid, 
London and Rome. 

In his article, Dr. Fanek 
scathingly attacked mem- 
bers of the parliamentary 
committee entrusted with 
studying the affairs of the 
national carrier, saying a 
12-day trip they were mak- 
ing to Madrid, London and 
Rome was a *?arce” and a 
waste of public funds that 
would achieve no purpose 
but providing the deputies 


with a free touristic trip to 
Europe. 

The columnist, who 
often spurs controversy in 
his articles, said there was 
no need for the trip be- 
cause the deputies could 
have reviewed -all the facts 
they needed about the per- 
formance of RJ at head- 
quarters in Amman. 

He said the deputies 
chose to go to European 
capitals because “tourism 
and entertainment were on 
their minds and first class 
air travel rickets, food, 
tours and the hotel bills will 
be paid by RJ.” 


“It is not unlikely that 
the deputies will also ask 
RJ to pay for the gifts that 
they will bring bade to their 
wives in order to make up 
for their sins," Dr. Fanek 
also wrote, claiming that 
the lawmakers had asked 
Royal Jordanian to buy 
them suitcases “and fill 
them with shins and hats to 
protect themselves from 
Europe's sun.” 

The accusations Dr. 
Fanek made reached the 
parliamentarians on their 
London leg of the tour, 
prompting Deputy Kassas- 


beh to publish an angry 
reply to Dr. Fanek in Al 
Ra’i newspaper yesterday 
saying that the remarks 
would not go unnoticed 
and Dr. Fanek will have to 
answer for them in a court 
of law. 

“As for your claims that 
we requested gifts and suit- 
cases (from RJ). I chal- 
lenge you and RJ to prove 
that, because we are not 
among those who can be 
bought. I will demand that 
you prove your accusations 
in a court of law because 
you questioned our integri- 


ty and dragged our wives 
into your artide," Deputy 
Kassasbeh told Dr. Fanek 
in his reply from London. 

Mr. Kassasbeh, who quit 
the Islamic Action Front 
parliamentary bloc after 
felling out with the group 
over his decision not to 
withhold confidence from 
the government in violation 
of a bloc agreement, re- 
jected Dr. Fanek’s accusa- 
tion that the trip was not 
necessary for the purposes 
of the committee in light of 
the complaints he said his 
committee had received ab- 
out the RJ offices they 


were visiting. 

Mr. Kassasbeh said the 
House had initially asked 
that it finance the whole 
nip but ended up paying 
daily allowances for the 
lawmakers." RJ paid for 
their tickets and accom- 
modation. 

“What is wrong with RJ 
meeting part of the ex- 
penses of the House whose 
budget is limited anyway,” 
said Mr. Kassasbeh. 

The lawmaker also re- 
jected Dr. Fanek’s charac- 
terisation of the commit- 


tee's trip as “a farce,” 
saying the description bet- 
ter fits what Dr. Fanek 
wrote, stressing twice in his 
reply that he would take 
the columnist to court. 

A parliamentary commit- 
tee has been studying the 
status and performance of 
RJ for over two years and 
Mr. Kassasbeh said the 
pannel had not been able to 
finalise a report on its work 
due to difficulties and 
“obstacles” it bad been fee- 
ing and because it wants its 
report to be “accurate and 
comprehensive.” 
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Palestinians hope Israeli elections 
will bring end to military closure 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinians are waiting 
anxiously for Wednesday’s 
elections in Israel, not to 
see who wins the polls but 
hoping that once they are 
over, life in the territories 
can begin to recover from 
weeks of military closure 

and political paralysis. 

Officials and ordinary cit- 
izens alike complain openly 
about the difficulties 

caused by Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres' 
decision to put the peace 
process on hold and seal off 
the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip while he battles 
for the reelection of his 
Labour Party. 

“The Israeli elections 

have frozen the relationship 
between our two sides, 

nothing is happening,” said 
Htissan As four, head of the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) depart- 
ment in ’charge of negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

“The Israeli political 

process has been paralysed 
by the elections, and so our 
work has been paralysed,” 
he told AFP. 

The Peres government 
agreed to the official launch 
early this month of the last 
stage of the Palestinian 
peace process — the start 
of negotiations on a final 
settlement to be achieved 
by May 1999. 

But after a formal two- 
day launch in Taba, Egypt, 


the talks were suspended 
until after the elections. 

Mr. Asfour said meetings 
between the two sides on 
day-to-day matters were 
continuing, "but they yield 
do results ” 

“If you ask the Israelis 
anything, they say they can 
only implement decisions 
after the elections," be said. 

For most Palestinians, the 
worst aspect of the elec- 
tions has been the military 
closure of the territories 
imposed three months ago 
at the start of a spate of sui- 
cide bombings in Israel by 
Palestinian militants. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has called on 
Israel to lift the closure as 
soon as the elections are 
over. “We hope that after 
the elections (the closure) 
will be removed and every- 
thing will go smoothly," he 
said 

But fearing a resumption 
of the attacks will knock 
Israeli opinion to the right 
and torpedo his election 
chances, Mr. Petes has 
steadily tightened the 
blockade in the run-up to 
polling day. 

On Sunday the Israeli 
army announced that all 
movement of goods and 
persons between the territo- 
ries and Israel was prohibit- 
ed until after the election 
with the exception of 
humanitarian emergencies 
and top Palestinian offi- 


cials. 

As a result, tens of thou- 
sands of Palestinians have 
been prevented from 
reaching jobs inside Israel 
and with summer holidays 
approaching, thousands 
more who work abroad 
have been unable to obtain 

the permits needed to visit 

tbeir families. 

"I had a permit to work in 
Israel until next month but 
since last week, they have 
prevented me from entering 
because of the elections," 
said a 45-year-old labourer 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied 

“This isn’t fair. We' are 
against violence and I hope 
that after the election the 
closure will be lifted and all 
workers can get into Israel 

a gain, ” he said 

“There is no excuse for 
punishing ordinary Pales- 
tinians just so one Israeli 
party or another can win the 
election," said Freij A1 
Kheri, a deputy PNA minis- 
ter who handles coordina- 
tion of civilian matters with 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Kberi’s office is in 
charge, among other things , 
of obtaining travel permits 
from Israel for Palestinians 
to move between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip or to 
enter the territories from 
abroad notably via the 
bridge from Jordan. 

But as the closure has 
tightened few if any of the 


hundreds of people wbo 
line up daily in the civilian 
affairs office gain satisfac- 
tion. 

“I want to know when my 
son can come through 
bridge,” asked one man fry- 
ing to arrange permission 
for relatives working in the 
Gulf to visit- during the 
Summer holidays. 

The official on the other 
side of the counter was 
sympathetic, but powerless. 
“You have to try again after 
the Israeli election. 

We hope the closure will 
by lifted then and your son 
can come in." 

In Israel, the election con- 
test between Mr. Peres and 
his right-wing challenger, 
Likud Party leader Ban- 
jamin Netanyahu, is wide- 
ly seen as a referendum on 
the peace process and a 
Netanyahu victory is 
expected to deal a serious 
blow to Palestinian aspira- 
tions to independence. 

But Palestinian officials 
appear relatively uncon- 
cerned over the outcome of 
the vote. “We signed the 
peace agreements with the 
Israeli government, not 
with this or that party," said 
Mr. Asfour. “The Israeli 
side is using the election as 
an excuse to avoid their 
commitments in peace 
process. What we hope is 
that next week we will see 
the end of the excuse.” 


Israeli parties mobilise 
voters for tight contest 


OR YEHUDA (AFP) — 
With eveiy vote likely to 
count in Israel’s tight election 
contest. Labour 'and Likud 
.are waging a logistics battle 
To" make sure their supporters 
reach the polling stations on 
Wednesday.' 

The balloting may be 
decided by which party is 
better organised on election 
day, activists from both 
camps said at the close of a 
two-month campaign. 

"At the last minute you 
don't persuade people, you 
bring them to the polls and 
hope that they will vote for 
you," said Itzik Shmuel. a 
deputy mayor in this tradi- 
tional Likud stronghold east 
of Tel Aviv who is working 
for the right-wing list led by- 
Likud. 

Israel’s 3.9 million voters 
will for the first time directly 
elect their prime minister, 
choosing between Likud 
Party challenger Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Labour Party 
incumbent Shimon Peres. 

They will also vote for a 
patty, with Labour and Likud 
certain to be the biggest 
blocs. 

An opinion poll published 
in the Yediot Aharonoi news- 
paper after a televised debate 
on Sunday pointed to a neck- 
ami-neck race, giving Mr. 
Peres only a 493-47.1 per 
cent lead over Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

A dose adviser of Mr. 
Peres, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, predicted the 
polling would be "very tight, 
a question of thousands of 
votes." 

Tluouohom Israel. Labour, 


T ilcnri and srnalter parties 
have rented cars and organ- 
ised drivers to transport their 
supporters to polling stations. 

“We do not have a set of 
wheels left to rent," said 
Dorn Banayan of the Eldan 
car rental agency in 
Jerusalem. 

Ultra-orthodox Jewish par- 
ties have gone a step further, 
offering cheap flights from 
New York and other Western 
cities to their supporters 
abroad eligible to vote. 

In Or Yehuda, where only 
23 per cent of voters chose 
Labour at the last election in 
1992, compared to 42 per 
cent for Likud, the race 
remains heated because 
Israel’s elections are earned 
out on a national basis. 

That makes every vote, 
everywhere count in a close 
contest. 

The Likud support here and 
in hundreds of similar strong- 
holds stems largely from the 
town’s ethnicity and history. 
It started as a tent camp in the 
I950’s for poor Jewish immi- 
grants from Iraq and other 
Arab countries. 

Many of them faulted the 
then-dominant Labour for 
disc riminatin g a gains t qhgm 

in favour of Jews from Euro- 
pean countries and never for- 
gave it, instead identifying 
with Likud firebrand Mere 
achem Begin. 

Mr. Netanyahu clearly 
scored well in his debate with 
Mr. Peres, striking a chord 
with a stress on security 
issues but also giving the 
impression he would not crip- 
ple the peace process with the 
Palestinians. 


Canadian army major 
sentenced to 3 months 
over Somalia killings 


OTTAWA (AFP) — A Cana- 
dian army major was sen- 
tenced Monday to three 
months in. prison and dis- 
missed from the anned'foices 
after he was found guilty of 
allowing solders under his 
command to use force against 
prisoners . during a U.N. mis- 
sion in Somalia in 1993. The 
Ottawa martial appeals court 
ruling against Tony Seward 
followed a fust trial in 1994 in 
which the major only 
received a reprimand. Judge 
Barry Strayer said the repri- 
mand did not reflect “the per- 
ilous circumstances in which 
this relatively senior officer 


deliberately pronounced .what 
whs an ambiguous, and a dan- 
, gorously ambiguous order." 
Seward had; told 7 soldiers ‘ 
under his command they 
should not hesitate to use 
force if intruders sought to 
enter their camp at Belet 
Huen in -Somalia. A young 
S nmaK civilian was tortured 
to death by two men under 
Seward's command in March 
1993. A total of three Somali 
civilians died in early 1993 
allegedly at the hands of 
members of the Canadian Air- 
borne Regiment, who were 
deployed to help restore order 
to the war-tom country. 


Arabs anxiously await Israeli election jg 


Combined agency dispatches 
NICOSIA — ARAB 
COUNTRIES were Tuesday 
anxiously awaiting the out- 
come of Israeli elections, 
hoping on the eve of the poll 
that die result would be a 
victory for peace but differing 
over which party should 
emerge triumphant. 

“The Israeli elections are 
an internal affair but the 
Arab League hopes that the 
peace trend will win,” said 
Arab League spokesman' 
Talaat Hamed. 

He refrained from backing 
any candidate, mentioning 
neither outgoing Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, the 
leader of the ruling Labour 
Party, nor his right-wing chal- 
lenger for the premiership, 
Likud Chief Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

In an Unprecedented move 
Morocco’s King Hassan II, 
whose voice carries sway with 
the hundreds of thousands of 
Israeli Jews of Moroccan ori- 
gin, said a Peres victory was 
’indispensable” for the fu- ^ 
tune of the peace process. 

But Egypt and the Palesti- 
nians have only discreetly 
given their backing to Peres, , 
with Egypt’s Ambassador to 


Bassiuni 
more 


Israel Mohammad 
saying Labour was 
“flexible” on peace. 

Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat said in a newspap- 
er interview that a Likud 
victory would “probably” de- 
lay the peace process. 

Syria and Lebanon, which 
have made little progress in 
their peace talks launched in 

October 1991 with Israel, 
have said, however, there is 
little to choose between the 

two parties. 

The official daily Tisbreen 
said the election campaign 
showed that the Labour and 
the Likud were trying to win 

votes by raising expansionist 

slogans rather than calling for • interview 
peace. 

“The Israeli society has not 
yet matured to accept peace 
with Arabs. The proof is ... 
that the two major parties in 
their efforts to win votes are 
dinging to aggressive and ex- 
pansionist ideas rather than 
propagating a just peace,”* 

Tishreen sad. 

“The leadership of labour 
felt that slogans in which it 
stressed the importance of ... 
concessions on the Golan to 
achieve just peace and the 
need for a political solution in 


South Lebanon did not meet 
the Israeli mood.” 

Tishreen said these slogans 
“turned into a dangerous 
charge which the Likud used 
to pull down the Labour and 
in turn the Labour moved to 
deny the ‘charge of peace’ by . 
baiting talks with Syria and 
attacking South Lebanon. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sbaraa said on 
Monday the policy of Mr. 
Netanyahu could end the 
whole peace process in the 
Middle East. He said the 
Likud calls not to withdraw 
from the Golan were “war” 
calls. 


month against Hizbollab , 
guerrillas in Lebanon, which nU J 
left 174 dead, mainly civi- 
lians. 

The conflict radicalised 
public opinion in Lebanon, 


* ■*' 


and Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bouez recently 
noted that Mr. Netanyahu 
had “abandoned some ex- 
tremist views" accusing Mr. 
Peres of going in the opposite 
direction. 
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Mr. Netanyahu said in an 
published in 
Israel’s Haaretz daily if 
elected prime minister on 
Wednesday, he would refuse 
to Hismss the future of Jeru- 
salem with Palestinians de- 
spite an Israeli agreement to 
do so. 


Arab countries prefer to 
see tbeir peace partner Peres 
in control after Wednesday’s 
election. 

However, many Arab 
countries are still seething 
after Mr. Peres ordered 
Israel's 17-day assault last 


The deputy leader of the 
Hizbollab, Sheikh Naim Kas- 
sem, on Monday urged susp- 
portere to be alert saying 
“whoever wins the elections 
our people will still be under 
the threat of Israeli aggres- 
sion.” 

In the Gulf, Saudi Arabia 
has said it is unconcerned by 
the outcome of the poll, 
while Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman called on Arabs to 
encourage Israel to make 
peace, without any direct re-, 
fere nee to the vote. W 

Jordan, which became only 
the second Arab country to 
sign peace with Israel in 1994, 
has meanwhile carefully 
avoided being drawn into the 
debate. 
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6 Repentant’ Muslim militants seek 
in vain to rejoin society in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
“Repentant" M uslim mil- 
itants released from 
prison often find them- 
selves shunned, without a 
job and tempted to return 
to the radical groups that 
once gave them a home. 

“For us the future is 
bleak. We lost our work 
when we were arrested 
and employers refuse to 
take us back for fear of 
problems with the author- 
ities,” Mohammad, 30, 
told AFP.- .. 

Mobamnlad was one of 
‘ ' 3 1 T former Isfefo&c mili- 
tants' whom authorities 
deemed “repentant" and 
released from prison in 
April to mark the feast of 
AIAdha. 

In the past two years, 
the Interior Ministry has 
released some 2,150 
“repentants * after orga- 
nizing sessions in prison 
with theologians from the 
leading Sunni Muslim 
institution A1 Azhar to 
teach them “true Islam.” 


Mohammad, who asked 
that his full name not be 
given, said he was arrest- 
ed in 1992 in a police 
sweep of the Cairo slum 
of Shubra for links with 
tiie Gamaa Islamiyah, the 
main militant faction 
waging an armed anti- 
gnvp. mme nt campaign. 

“But it was from contact 
with Gamaa members in 
prison that I really got to 
know the fondamental- 
ists’ ideas. I picked them 
up, hut then -renounced; 
*tneifr y ‘4te , «u«fc'- • 
: ' “NSw- rmunfcmployed’ 
and. Fm. worried Til go 
bade to the militan ts for 
financial reasons, because 
my aged father’s pension 
is not enough,” said 
Mohammad, who holds a 
degree in social work. 

Mohammed's former 
cellmate. Said, 25, had a 
similar experience after 
being arrested during a 
raid on the ‘Ain Shams 
neighbourhood of Cairo 
in 1993 only a few 


months after receiving an 
arts degree. 

Accused of working 
with outlawed groups 
while in university, he 
was released a year latex: 
“Since then I’ve been 
looking for work. But I 
have no work experience 
because of * my prison ’ 
term. Now Fm one of 
hundreds of graduates 
banging out in cafes wait- 
ing for a government 
position,” he said. 
"•'“What do we do after 
-the 200 Egyptian' pounds 
($60 ) given -to us upon 
release* runs Out?" asked 
another former prisoner: 
Interior Minister Has- 
san A1 Alfi has “ordered 
ministry officials to inter- 
vene with authorities to 
ensure jobs” for those 
released, according to the 
ministry. 

But the former prisoners 
accuse the government, 
especially the Fund for 
Social Development cre- 
ated to help low-income 


Egyptians start up small 
businesses, of “not allow- 
ing reintegration into 
society.” 

That is in contrast to the 
militan t groups them- 
selves. which "repen- 
tants" say look after their 
members, providing 
funds, and are generally 
successful in keeping 
them in the ranks. 

The Egyptian Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights 
(EOHR) says some 
16,700 are.m prison under 
emergency Jaws without 
..charge, almost all in core 
• nection to militant vio- 
lence. The Interior Min- 
istry insists they number 
10*000 at most 

Nearly 8,000 of the 
prisoners are still held 
despite orders by the judi- 
ciary for their release, the 
EOHR says. 

The confrontation 
between police and mili- 
tants has left more than 
1,020 dead since 1992. 
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Necropolis of ancient Fatimid rulers uncovered in Cairo 
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CAIRO (AFP) — A French 
archaeologist, after a 
decade’s search, has uncov- 
ered the Necropolis of the 
Fatimids, the Shiite 
dynasty which ruled over 
medieval Cairo at the 
height of its grandeur. 

Roland-Pieire Gayraud, 
excavating in the southern 
Cairo district of Qarafa A1 
Kubra since 29S5, discov- 
ered the tombs containing 
the families of Egypt’s 
Fatimid rulers and the 
remains of their ancestors 
brought in from North 
Africa. 

Pillaged in the 11th cen- 
tury, stripped by fertilizer 
sellers in the early 20th 
century and now buried 


under Cairo’s urban sprawl, 
the site has never previous- 
ly been studied, Mr. 
Gayraud told AFP. 

“An amateur archaeolo- 
gist in the 1930s found a 
foundation stone there with 
the name Taghrid, a concu- 
bine of the first Fatimid 
caliph in Egypt, A1 Muizz,” 
Mr. Gayraud said. 

Taghrid was tbe mother 
of Al Aziz Billah, whose 
20-year caliphate solidified 
power in Egypt for tbe 
Fatimids. a dynasty origi- 
nally from Tunisia, which 
ruled from Cairo from 969 
to 1171. 

The Fatimid caliphs 
themselves were buried 
further north in a graveyard 


destroyed by later Mamlok 
rulers to create tbe grant 
Khan A1 Kh alili souk, now 
Cairo’s biggest tourist 
bazaar. 

Tbeir family graves at 
Qarafa Ai Kubra, arranged 
amid mosques and baths, 
are exceptionally large, tbe 
largest mausoleum measur- 
ing 1,400 square metres. 

“All tbe roads were paved 
with stone, there were 
numerous gardens, a care- 
fully maintained water sys- 
tem and we have found a 
number of decorative stuc- 
cos," Mr. Gayraud said. 

Around 200 skeletons 
have been found so far and 
will be sent to Marseille in 
southern France for DNA 


tbeir 


testing to determine 
lineage, he said. 

Although under Islam 
bodies are buried only in a 
shroud, a number of wood- 
en coffins have been found, 
including collective ones, 
some of which contained 
both men and women. 

Mysteries surround tire 
remains. An old woman 
found in one tomb could be 
Taghrid. In another; 17 
women are buried along 
with unborn fetuses. An 
unexplained pot found 
elsewhere contains goat 
vetebrae and piles of hair. 

Several bodies have been 
found in elaborate “tiraz," 
fabrics reserved only for 
the caliphs, who could give 


them as gifts to favoured 
subjects. 

One man with a beard 
dyed red with henna — a 
mark of honour still found 
in Saudi Arabia — was 
found wrapped in three 
tiraz, one with the name 
“Al Muizz”. 

In the main mausoleum, 
Mr. Gayraud found a col- 
lection of bodies, “part of 
the remains of ancestors 
brought in from Tunisia.” 

This year he found a cof- 
fin jvith.six legs, “as if to 
be transported”, containing 
three bodies in tiraz 
embroidered with gold and 
silver: 

■His excavations have also 
uncovered remains from 
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Fustat, tbe initial Cairo set- 
tlement built by Arabs 
Muslim invaders who first 
conquered Egypt in 640. 

Along with tent stakes 
and mud brick houses from 
Fustat, Gayraud found “the 
most ancient mosque site 
known in Egypt”, dating 
back to the mid-Sth centu- 
ry, an uncompleted site 
including a finished prayer 
niche. 

Fustat was burned to the 
ground in 750 when the 
Abbasid dynasty rami* to 
power. The area became 
cemetery and dump for th? • 
garbage-collectors of Cairo ■ 
in following centuries. 
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Aqato 20/37 
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Jordan Valley IK/ 36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
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ment of Meteorology, 
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Jordan limes, Wednesday, May 29, 1996 
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HRH Princess Basma Tuesday speaks to a group of diplomatic wives who are prepar- 
es for the a nnna l chanty bazaar to benefit the Urn AI Hussein Orphanage (Petra 
photo) 

Princess Basma reviews bazaar 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma Tuesday 
met with the wives of 
beads of Arab and foreign 
diplomatic missions m 
Jordan in the course of 
preparations for the organ- 
isation of an annu al 
bazaar which the diplo- 
matic community bolds in 
Amman to benefit the Um 
Al Hussein Orphanage. 

In an address to the audi- 
ence, the Princess voiced 
Jordan’s deep apprecia- 
tion of the embassies’ con- 


tributions through die 
annual bazaar over the 
past 30 years. 

She said the contribu- 
tions have helped to pro- 
mote die care and services 
offered by the orphanage 
to die children, who 
receive education and 
vocational training free of 
charge. 

Speakers among the 
wives of envoys 
expressed their keenness 
on continuing their par- 
ticipation in the annual 


bazaar which is dedicated 
to humanitarian causes 
and which promotes the 
work of the orphanage . 

A statement from die 
office of Princess Basma 
said this year’s event will 
be organised on October 4 
at Al Hussein Youth Q'ty 

At the meeting with 
Princess Basina were the 
wives of 35 Arab and for- 
eign diplomats serving in 
Jordan. 


Arab League envoys 
in Amman to help 
restore solidarity 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A del- 
egation of Arab countries’ 
permanent representatives 
To the Arab League in Chzro 
Tuesday called on Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and discussed 
pan-Arab issues, the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
means of restoring Arab 
solidarity. 

In a statement foDowing 
the meeting Moroccan 
Ambassador to the Arab 
League Abdul Latif Muneil 
said “Jordan took the initia- 
tive in inviting the Arab 
League envoys to tour the 
Arab states in a bid to help 
restore solidarity among 
them.” 

“The envoys’ meetings 
with government officials 
in the various Arab states 
and their study of their 
views on pan- Arab and 
domestic affairs are certain 
to help restore this solidari- 
ty,” said Mr. MnnefL 

“We learnt from the 
Prime Minister about Jor- 
dan’s views on the situation 


in the Arab World and we 
are happy to make the visit 
.wipch Jdjlqwed us to wit- 
, nes$ progress in .the King- 
dom,” . added Ml MuneiL 
■•■He said the tour is bound 
to help give momentum to 
rallying of Arab efforts 
towards the achieve ment of 
a lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace. 

Jordanian Ambassador to 
the Arab League Nayef 
Qadi, who accompanied the 
envoys to Amman, said the 
delegation members 
expressed hope that the 
Arab leaders will hold a 
summit meeting, noting 
that the visit itself was a 
sign that differences among 
the Arab countries are dis- 
sipating. 

He expressed hope that 
the summit of the 

leaders of Palestine, Egypt 
and Jordan in Amman in 
the first week of June will 
lead to an expanded meet- 
ing by Arab leaders. 


Minister says 
land use to be 
defined in fight 
against 

desertification 

AMMAN (Petra) — In a 
bid, to. fight off desertifjea- 
tion in Jorto^the .govern- 
ment plans rto. define land 
use in'- different areas and 
rehabilitate arid regions by 
increasing vegetation and 
planting more forests, said 
Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeisbat Tuesday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a seminar on the 
importance of public 
awareness in the battle 
against desertification, five 
minister said Al Azraq 
Wildlife Reserve is one of 
the taigetted areas for 
rehabilitation. 

The government is creat- 
ing pasture lands and 
wildlife reserves and rein- 
troducing animals and 
plants that were threatened 
with extinction in Jordan, 
said Dl TubeishaL 


Man receives 7.5 years for 
manslaughter of divorced sister 
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By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — The Amman 
fc ’i Criminal Conn Tuesday 
" sentenced a 29-year-old 
man to seven and a half 
years in prison for killing 
his divorced sister in the 
Zarqa refugee camp on 
Nov. 11, 1995. 

S amir Mohammad, who 
was charged with the pre- 
meditated murder of his sis- 
ter Madiha. 28, first 
received a 15 -year-sen- 
tence. but the sentence was 
reduced to half because the 
convict’s family dropped 
charges against their son. 

The court also decided to 
amend the .charges of pre- 
meditated murder to 
manslaughter because the 
defendant committed the 
crime in what the court 
deemed as “a fit of fury.” 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, the defendant’s rela- 
tives informed him that his 
sister, who was divorced 
months before the mur- 
der, was having an affair 
and that there were tape 
recordings to support their 
allegations. 

Without listening to the 
' tapes, the defendant went to 
his father’s house and 
stabbed his sister to death. 


the- court said adding that 
investigations later proved 
that Sere was nothing 
uDusual or incriminating in 
the tapes. 

The court rejected a plea 
by the defendant’s attorney 
fhpr it was an honour crime 
because, according to the 
court, the defendant was 
always suspicions of bis 
sister’s actions and “was 
advising her to change her 
behaviour:” 

Also Tuesday the Crimi- 
nal Court upheld a convic- 
tion on two people sen- 
tenced to death after the 
Court of Cassation urged a 
review of one of the two 
sentences issued in a dou- 
ble murder case which 
occurred in Jabal Marikh in 
November 1994. 

The higher court last 
month upheld one death 
sentence against Jamal 
Najar, 23, who was found 
guilty of the premeditated 
murder of his father, Mah- 
moud Najar, 61, but asked 
the court for the retrial of 
Mohammad Adib, 23, who 
was sentenced to death by 
the criminal court after 
being found guilty of mur- 
dering N ajar’s sister-in-law, 
Sawsan, 23. 

Najar was also convicted 
of attempting to murder bis 


sister-in-law, Sawsan, and 
Adib was found guilty for 
complicity in the murder of 
Mohamoud Najar. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, a Mend of Jamal Najar 
informed him that his sis- 
ter-in-law bad bad an affair 
with another man and that 
his father knew about it and 
was protecting his daugh- 
ter-in-law. 

In his confession to the 
authorities, Najar said he 
killed his lather and 
attempted to kill Sawsan to 
cleans his famil y’s honour. 

But the prosecution also 
charged that Najar plotted 
to kill his father for finan- 
cial reasons. 

The prosecution said that 
Adib agreed to participate 
in the murders because 
Sawsan had once rejected 
his proposal of marriage. 

Court documents said that 
both men plotted to kill 
Mahmoud Najar and his 
daughter-in-law as the 
prosecution claimed that 
the two defendants pur- 
chased a gun on Nov. 1, a 
week before the murders 
were committed 

The C riminal Court’s new 
ruling will be reviewed by 
the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 


Prince Hassan stresses need to rehabilitate regional 
economies in meeting with European delegation 

Delegation head urges pan-Arab cooperation in face of political, economic developments 


By GhaBaAlnl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Tuesday stressed 
the need for rehabilitating 
the economies of the region 
through a comprehensive 
programme and through 
adopting new norms of eco- 
nomic dealings, especially 
with regards to small scale 
farming and businesses. 

Prince Hassan's remarks, 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, came dur- 
ing a meeting with a Euro- 
pean Parliament delegation 
which arrived in Jordan 
Saturday on the second leg 
of a three-country tour of 
the region which also 
includes Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Prince Hassan discussed 


with the delegation issues 
of common interests, main- 
ly the Jordanian European 
association agreement 
which is expected to be 
finalised in mid July and, 
which Prince Hassan said, 
will be based on the 
Mashreq agreement which 
was concluded in the 
1970s. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Tunes earlier in the 
day, bead of the delegation 
logo Friedrich urged Arab 
countries to start a coopera- 
tion campaign among them 
in order to face the rapid 
political and economic 
changes in the region more 
effectively. 

Ml Friedrich said the dif- 
ficulties encountered by the 
Arab countries should 
prompt them to coordinate 
in order to maintain politi- 


cal and economic stability 
in the region. 

Ibis was a recommenda- 
tion, Mr. Friedrich said, he 
delivered at a meeting 
Monday to the Jordanian 
Parliament and Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti . 

“The Arab countries 
should start to cooperate in 
a small group in line with 
the policy carried out by the 
European countries after 
World War II” Ml 
F riedrich, who is heading a 
nine-member delegation on 
a fact finding mission to the 
region, told the Jordan 
Times. 

As a result of what he 
called the “successful” visit 
to Jordan, Mr. Friedrich 
said the delegation on rela- 
tions with the Mashreq 
countries and the Gulf 
states, will speak in favour 



of more European invest- 
ment in the region when he 
returns home. 

“We found that it is 
worthwhile to go on with 
investments (in the region) 
after the peace process, as 
peace is irreversible,’' he 
added. 


However, he said, the 
Europeans should start 
implementing a common 
foreign policy among the 
15 member-states to play a 
more effective role in the 
Middle East. 

“We should do our home- 
work to find a common for- 
eign policy. . .we expect as 
&Mi.>pcaii§ to speak in one 
voice,” Mr. Friedrich said. 

The European delegation 
invited a group of the Jor- 
danian Parliament to visit 
the European Parliament in 
Brussels, Mr. Friedrich 
said, adding that the Euro- 
pean Parliament will follow 
up on its mission through 
organising more visits to 
the area with one already 
planned for Egypt next 
year. 


Specialist sees tourism as road to consolidating peace... 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Interaction 
and familiarity with people 
is one of the key means of 
consolidating peace, and 
one of the baric avenues to 
do is through tourism, an 
issue very much relevant to 
Jordan and the Middle East 
in genera], says an Ameri- 
can expert. 

Louis J. D’amore, 

founder and president of 
the International Institute 
for Peace Through 

Tourism, bases his argu- 
ment on “the universality 
of the common interests” 
of people to get to know 
other cultures^ ways of life 
andoecplq^e?., - r i ; 

. Once people meet other , 
fabe to face, they come to 
recognise the other as fel- 
low human beings, with 
the same hopes and aspira- 
tions,” said Mr. D’Amore. 
This in turn leads to “better 
understanding of each 


other” and such under- 
standing influences politi- 
cal derision, said the 
expert on the fringes of a 
seminar in Amman on Jor- 
danian economy, organised 
by Urdun Al Jadid 
Research Center, the 
Friedrich Eibert Stiftung 
Foundation and Philadel- 
phia University. 

Ml D' Amo re said the 
U.S. civil war — “the 
fiercest conflict in recent 
times’ — was one of the 
best examples of how bit- 
ter rivalry turned to friend- 
ship and understanding 
among people as a result of 
interaction. 

Similarly, he argued, the 
end of . the., cold war 
between the_U.S., and the 
Soviet Union stemmed 
largely * from increased 
exchange of visits by the 
peoples of the two coun- 
tries in the 70s and early 
80s which, in turn led to 
influencing political lead- 
erships into accepting con- 


ciliation. 

How does that relate to 
the Middle East, particu- 
larly that the wounds of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict turn 
too deep for interaction 
among people, who 
include displaced and 
refugees facing a bleak 
future? 

“It is difficult,” Mr. 
D’Amore concedes. Politi- 
cal impediments are very 
much evident in the Mid- 
dle East for the concept of 
“peace through tourism.” 
And there are no quick 
remedies to address the 
impediments either. 

But in the meantime 
those who do not have an 
immediate political stake 
could take the' lead, he 
said. Fra instance, “farm 
tourism” — where small 
farming families set aside 
one or two rooms for 
tourists — is a viable 
option in the Jordan Valley, 
he said. 

Such an approach, which 


is highly attractive to many 
tourists who shun typical 
tourism involving five-star 
hotels, beaches and 
nightlife, will also lead to 
better understanding 
among the hosts and 
guests, he asserted. 

There is no denying that 
the developments in the 
Middle East peace process 
have led to an increase in 
tourism into the region, he 
said. 

In 1995, tourism into the 
Middle East as a region 
went up by 25 per cent and 
Jordan led the list with a 35 
per cent increase, said Mr. 
D’Amore, who has served 
as an international consul- 
tant for more than 25 years 
to the travel and tourism 
industry. 

According to Mr. 
D’Amore, tourism offers 
the largest returns and 
incentives in terms of cre- 
ating business and employ- 
ment opportunities and this 
advantage is widely recog- 


nised all over the world. 

In essence, he said, busi- 
ness and employment 
opportunities lead to 
improved living standards 
among people and indi- 
rectly contribute to remov- 
ing or at least reducing the 
bitterness among people 
left behind by conflicts. 

“Sustainable tourism” 
was the topic that Mr. 
D’ Amo re presented at the 
seminar on Jordanian 
economy. 

Mr. D’Amore has com- 
pleted a project identifying 
opportunities for “socially 
and environmentally 
responsible tourism” in 
seven countries of the 
Caribbean and Central 
America. 

The American expert’s 
experience also covers the 
areas of social impact 
assessment, environment, 
public participation, com- 
munity development, 
social planning, cultural 
development and conflict 


...others say sector has potential, but ask if ‘we are ready’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prospects 
fra the tonrism sector: 
“promising but challeng- 
ing.” This is how four 
experts on tourism and 
economy characterised the 
sector in Jordan. 

World tourism registered 
567 million tonrists in 
1995, said Minister of 
Tourism Saleh Irsheidat, 
addressing an assembly of 
sectoral- experts Monday. 
“These tourists accounted 
fra $373 billion in receipts. 

“We might feel a little 
disappointed because we 
in the Middle East had 
only a limited share of 
these numbers,” he said. 
*Tbe region as a whole 
accounted for only $6.7 
billion, and Jordan only 
$723 million with 
1,037,000 tourists.” 

“Only this.” be said, 
adding that “despite that 
we have the potential to 
meet all necessary require- 
ments of tourism and we 
also have enough attrac- 
tions” “We could poten- 
tially reach at least $2 bil- 


lion in receipts according 
to some figures, but the 
question is ‘are we ready 
to do that?’” 

Jordan lacks a unified 
tourism policy to begin 
with, Dl Irsheidat said, 
which is currently being 
debated between the gov- 
ernment and the private 
sector, be added. But the 
more pressing problem is 
that the physical infra- 
structure to support 
tourism growth does not 
exist 

“We were a bit taken 
aback by the demand on 
infrastructure and services 
as tourism to Jordan start- 
ed to grow,” he said, 
“therefore, all places need 
an upgrade of services.” 

A serious setback to 
introducing adequate infra- 
structure, he said, is a lack 
of available funding. 

“For example, the cost of 
installing a sewerage sys- 
tem in Petra and surround- 
ing areas like Tayybeh is 
$30 milli on,” he said. “So 
the government is very 
concerned about how we 
can finance these things. 
We are looking for loans, 


etc” 

Dr. Irsheidat spoke dur- 
ing an evening session of a 
four-day conference enti- 
tled, “The Jordanian Econ- 
omy in its Regional and 
International Framework: 
A Future Outlook.” The 
conference was organised 
by Al Urdan Al Jadid 
Research Centre, the 
Friedrich Eibert Stiftnng 
Foundation and Philadel- 
phia University. 

Dr. Habes Samawi, a lec- 
turer on tourism at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan con- 
curred with the minister, 
saying, “If we look at some 
of our most popular, most 
visited sites, we can’t help 
but be disappointed. 

“When I go to Iraq al 
Emir, I am discouraged 
because I see tourist buses 
unloading their passengers 
onto smaller buses because 
the area cannot accomo- 
date larger ones. . .When 
we try to talk by telephone 
to Wadi Rum, we can’t 
Some sites don't have 
water. Tourism can't wait 
for these steps.” 

“Tourism can become a 
high-value-added branch 


of the growing service sec- 
tor, providing the labour 
market with sophisticated 
and reasonably remunerat- 
ed jobs,” said Manfred 
Haak, director of the 
Friedrich Eibert Stiftung 
Foundation. 

“On the other hand, 
tourism can also happen as 
a temporary wave of 
uncontrolled growth, 
focusing on mass tourism, 
which would rapidly lay 
waste to Jordan’s attrac- 
tiveness as a tourism desti- 
nation. 

“This is the time to 
decide whether to use Jor- 
dan's natural resources as a 
source of long-term pros- 
perity or to sell out for a 
cheap quick profit,” he 
said. “I plead for the first 
option.” 

Jordan should follow 
four principles to ensure 
the healthy development of 
the sector, Mr. Haak said, 
which would ensure that 
the greatest number of 
people benefit from the 
sector without risk to Jor- 
dan's natural and cultural 
attractions. 

Natural and cultural 


attractions should be sold 
for as much as the market 
will bear, he said, and 
should be recognised and 
maintained as unique, irre- 
placeable resources. Occu- 
pations in related services 
should be redefined to pro- 
mote small and medium 
sized enterprises in all 
areas of tourism, and 
value-added services of the 
tourism industry such as 
planning, contracting and 
product design should be 
retained under Jordanian 
management. 

All three said that the 
development of the indus- 
try should be distributed 
throughout the Kingdom, 
with less emphasis given 
to Amman and Aqaba. 

“The government should 
give incentives outside of 
Amman,” said Dr. 
Samawi. “Eighty per cent 
of our hotel capacity is 
Aqaba and Amman, and 70 
per cent of our services are 
in these two cities.” 

The desert palaces, he 
pointed out, don’t really 
benefit from tourism, but 
they could. 


JNRCS suggests Amman as regional 
relief supply warehouse site 


AMMAN (Petra) — President 
of the Jordanian National Red 
Crescent Society Mohammad 
Hadid Tuesday urged the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent soci- 
eties around the world to 
establish a regional warehouse 
in Amman to store relief sup- 
plies which can be transported 
rapidly to various areas in this 
region in times of need. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a three -day conference 
of Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent societies from nine Arab 
and foreign nations which reg- 
ularly donate funds for human- 
itarian assistance. Dr. Hadid 


said the peoples of this region 
have opted for peace as a way 
of life, and therefore the 
international community and 
various world donor nations 
and organisations are called on 
to help the national Red Cross 
and Red Crescent societies 
carry out their mission, partic- 
ularly in Jordan, Syria. 
Lebanon. Iraq and Palestine so 
that peace can be comprehen- 
sive and just. 

“By helping these countries 
die donor nations and organi- 
sations can help the local and 
regional societies fight off 
poverty and unemployment. 


offer better social and health 
services, promote international 
humanitarian law and enhance 
the concept of human rights,” 
said Dr. Hadid who is also vice 
chairman of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies. 

“We should benefit from the 
lessons of the past in con- 
fronting and dealing with the 
consequences of man-made 
disasters like the Gulf Crisis of 
1990. and the war in Lebanon 
which led to the displacement 
Of thousands of families.” 
added Dr. Hadid. 
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10 hurt as police break up 


Albanian election protest 


TIRANA (AFP) — At least 10 people 
were injured Tuesday morning as 
police wielding clubs and tear gas can- 
isters broke up a demonstration in cen- 
tral Tirana by opponents of Albanian 
President Sali Berisha. 

Among those hurt were Social 
Democratic Party leader Skeuder 
Gjenushi and head of the Socialist 
Party, Servet Pellumbi, who was then 
forcibly taken away by police, accord- 
ing to reporters in Tirana's -main 
square. 

Several other opposition leaders 
were also detained. They were 
released after being questioned by 
police for an hour. At a press confer- 
ence afterwards, they said Mr. Berisha 
was leading “a dictatorship.** 

The violence erupted a day afer Mr 
Berisha's ruling Democratic Party pro- 
claimed itself the winner of weekend 
legislative elections, a vote which 
opposition parties claim was rigged 

“Here is the democracy that has just 
been installed in Albania by Berisha.” 
proclaimed Mr. Gjenushi. his eyes 
smarting from tear gas. 

Opposition parties had called on 
Albanians to protest at what they say 
are widespread election irregularities, 
in defiance of a warning by the Interior 
Ministry that demonstrations were 
prohibited 

Wearing helmets and bullet-proof 
vests and armed with shields, police 


moved in on several hundred protest- 
ers in the central square of Tirana. 

While police cars, their sirens wail- 
ing. surrounded the square, officers 
dubbed passers-by and broke up a 
group of curious onlookers on the 
steps of the square. A journalist with a 
Yugoslav daily newspaper was beaten 
up and police smashed up equipment 
belonging to a Spanish photographer. 

Two members of the Democratic 
Alliance, Gramoz Pasko, who defect- 
ed in 1993 from the Democratic Party 
he helped found, and Arben Imami, 
were arrested 

Tension also spread to provinces 
where a Socialist Party sympathiser 
suffered a knife attack at the bands of 
a Democratic Party supporter in the 
southern town of Gjirokastra Monday 
evening. 

Azen Hajdaria, a former student 
leader and now member of the 
Democratic Party, defended tbe 
actions of the police against what be 
called an illegal demonstration. 

He said the protests had been organ- 
ised by “a group of criminals and for- 
mer agents of Sigurimi (the 
Communist regime's secret police) 
who refuse to recognise the results of 
the election.” 

Definitive results from the vote have 
not yet been made public. ' 

The opposition parties, who pulled 
out of the vote three hours before polls 


closed, demanded that the election be 
annulled and a new one be held in its 
place “in democratic conditions.** 

On Monday, the Democratic Party 
celebrated its proclaimed election vic- 
tory in the same central Tirana square 
where Mr. Berisha declared that that 
“communism has lost forever in 
Albania.” 

Meanwhile a Europ ea n me mber of 
OSCE-led election observers in 
Albania said Tuesday the body was 
pulling out before a second round of 
voting, indicating that they had found 
irregularities in the first round. 

“The Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe last night offi- 
cially declared its mission in Albania 
over ” the European observer told 
Reuters. 

The second round of voting is sched- 
uled for June 2. 

Tbe OSCE has yet to issue its offi- 
cial statement 

“The Democratic Party benefited 
from the legal position of power they 
had, and they shamelessly abused it” 
the observer from a key European 
state said. 

“We noticed a whole series of irreg- 
ularities which left us with a feeling 
that wasn't good, as though we had 
been misused as observers to provide a 
figleaf for a result which we cannot 
back as it stands,” he said. 


Ukraine president appoints new premier 


KIEV (APT) — President 
Leonid Kuchma Tuesday 
appointed Pavel Lazarenko 
as Ukraine's new prime 
minister, replacing Yevgeni 
Marchuk who was dis- 
missed. though the change 
drew a mixed reponse from 
politicians here. 

The promotion of Mr. 
Lazarenko, who was first 
deputy prime minister, was 
reported by Interfax News 
Agency. 

Mr. Kuchina dismissed 
Mr. Marchuk Monday say- 
ing he had made a shambles 
of economic reform in this 
rich but struggling republic 
and was more interested in 
his personal image. 

Mr. Lazarenko became a 
deputy in the Ukrainian par- 
liament in July 1994 and 
was previously presidential 
representative in the indus- 
trial Dnepropetrovsk re- 


gion. 

Bora in 1953, Mr. 
Lazarenko first worked in 
agriculture and was elected 
bead of a collective farm at 
tbe age of 24. 

Mr. Kuchma said Monday 
that Mr. Marchuk, in office 
for just under a year, had 
failed to do “stable and effi- 
cient work as bead of tbe 
government.” 

“The process of structural 
reform has barely started, 
and as a result tbe economic 
crisis is deepening, causing 
delays in payment of sala- 
ries and a variety of social 
benefits,” he added, . 

• “Rather than day-to-day 
work, the head of the gov- - 
eminent has concentrated 
his efforts on creating a per- 
sonal political image,” he 
added 

Tie statement said that a 
backlog in unpaid wages 


and subsidies now stood at 
$355 million. 

Ukraine’s failure to meet 
its goals for cutting infla- 
tion. paying for Russian gas 
and approving a budget 
according to a certain time- 
table had prompted the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
in December 1995 to sus- 
pend financial assistance. 

In April, the IMF relented 
and granted Kiev a $900 
million stand-by loan, but 
said it would undergo 
monthly checks of its eco- 
nomic performance as a 
condition for dibursement 1 - 
of the various tranches of 
fee-aid.- 

Meanwhile in parliament 
Tuesday, news of Mr. 
Marchuk’s ouster was 
greeted with mixed reac- 
tion. 
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Some fishermen look at the skeleton of a creature they described as a dragon in Kuala 
Kedah, Malaysia, Monday. Fishermen took half-an hour to Gift the 7.5-metre skeleton 
aboard a fishing trawler which was found in 54-metre waters off the northern island 
of Langkawi (Reuter photo) 


Huge sea creature’s skeleton 


draws thousands of Malaysians 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Thousands of 
curious Malaysians have flocked to a jetty 
in northern Kedah state to view a huge 
unidentified skeleton described by the fish- 
ermen who caught it as a dragon carcass. 

The four fisherman who brought in the 
skeleton Sunday said they had pulled the 
three-metre-long remains in with a fishing 
net. despite initial trepidation. 

After they were convinced the creature 
caught in their net was dead, the fishermen 
said it took them about 45 minures to bring 
up the creature. 

“We were shocked by what we saw ” said 
fisherman Lim Yow Sam, 40. who regards 
himself as no stranger to bizarre catches. “I 
have netted the decomposed body of a man 


before” Mr. Lim added- 
The skeleton had a large gaping jaw with 
big teeth, and a long backbone with chunks 
of rotting flesh still hanging from the verte- 
bra. 

‘It has to be a dragon ... just look at the 
shape of the head and bone structure,” Mr. 
Lim was quoted saying by tbe New Straits 
Times daily. 

Officials from the Fisheries Department 
have since taken possession of the mysteri- 
ous skeleton, saying they would analyse it 
The Malaysian Fisheries Research 
Institute Director Ibrahim Salleh speculated 
from photographs of the skeleton that it 
may be the remains of a killer whale. 


50 bodies 
float to 


surface 


from 


Tanzanian 


ferry 


MWANZA, Tanzania (R) 
— Fifty bodies floated to 
the surface of Lake Victo- 
ria Tuesday after divers 
- broke- into the third-class 
: passenger -section -of. a 
'sunkfitTfenzanian-feny: " 

. As work to retrieve more 
than 500 dead from the 
ferry Bukoba entered a sec- 
ond week, an international 
team of divers cut through 
a plate left in place 
overnight to reach third 
class. 

“We are in radio contact 
with the site and they’ve 
cut into the third class 
cabin. So far 50 bodies 
have come up to the sur- 
face,” said International 
Federation of the Red 
Cross (IFRC) spokesman 
Omar Valdimarsson in tbe 
Tanzanian port of Mwanza. 

Rescue officials said they 
expected to find perhaps 
300 bodies in the third 
class compartment of tbe 
ferry in 27 metres of water 
six miles northwest of 
Mwanza Port 
The first 50 to surface 
Tuesday brought tbe total 
number of bodies recov- 
ered since tbe ferry sunk a 
week ago to 344, according 
to the IFRC, and 341 
according to local authori- 
ties. 

Officials of the state-run . 
Tanzania Railways Cor- 
poration (TRC), owners 
and operators of tbe Buko- 
ba on Africa’s largest lake, 
have acknowledged tbe 
death toll could be as high 
as 800. 

“Waiting get’s harder. 
That’s all I can say,” said 
survivor Florian Medard, 
20, waiting in Mwanza to 
identify the body of his 
mother who was sleeping 
in a cabin when tbe Bukoba 
capsized. 

But bloating and decom- 
position after a week in the 
water means the bodies 
cannot be visually identi- 
fied. Police and relatives 
rely on any documents 
found on the corpses to 
identify them. 

Those which are not 
identified at Mwanza’s 
mam football stadium are 
buried by soldiers in a mass 
grave near the town. 

As pan of a police 
inquiry into the sinking, 
East Africa’s worst ship- 
ping disaster, a senior crim- 
inal investigator arrived in 
Mwanza from the capital 
Dar Es Salaam to supervise 
the probe. 

Captain Jumanne Rume, 
tbe master of the Bukoba, 
was discharged from a 
Mwanza hospital and taken 
away by police. 



4 .. - - 

Siw 4 




A triumphant Albanian President Safi Berisha is embraced by a young boy while 
flashing his trademark “V” sign to more than 50,000 supporters of his ruling 
Democratic Party, who gathered Monday on Tirana’s Skanderbeg Square to cele- 
brate victory in Sunday’s general elections (Reuter photo) 


Black box tape shows U.S. Valujet 


crash passengers lacked oxygen 


WASHINGTON (R) — Passengers aboard 
Valujet Flight 592 apparently had trouble 
getting oxygen after an on-board fire broke 
out before tbe crash that killedllO people, 
investigators said Monday based on ini tia l 
analysis of the recently recovered cockpit 
voice recorder. 

After about six minutes in tbe air, “there 
were verbal indications from the cockpit 
that there was fire in the passenger cabin,” 
said Robert Francis, vice chairman of the 
National Transportation Safety Board. 

“There was also an indication from the 
cabin that there were problems obtaining 
oxygen. Now that is tbe limit of what we 
have at tbe moment.” he told a news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Francis said the 30-minute audio tape 
itself was in “good condition” and may hold 
vital clues to the flight’s last moments, 
including what may have caused tbe fire 
and how the crew reacted. 

The cockpit voice recorder was found 
Sunday, two weeks after tbe DC-9 plunged 
nose first into the swampy Florida 
Everglades on May 11, killing all 110 peo- 
ple aboard. 

Mr. Francis said it was unclear whether 
the tape-recorded reference to oxygen prob- 
lems referred to a hitch with emergency 
drop-down masks or to fire sucking up air- 
in the. passenger cabin. The fire was. hot. 
enough to melt alu min um seat frames, or at 
least 500 degrees Fahrenheit (468 Celsius) 
to canse that kind of damage, according to 
investigators. 

Mr. Francis said an expert panel drawn 


from government and industry would try to 
determine the meaning of the reference to 
an oxygen shortage, picked up by the cock- 
pit recorder as it was shouted by someone 
from the passenger cabin. 

Investigators hope the recorder will show 
what role, if any, a load of volatile oxygen 
generators and inflated airline tires may 
have played in the aircraft's forward cargo 
hold, just behind the cockpit. 

Earlier in the day, safety board officials 
said they were still eager to locate the 27- 
year-old plane’s circuit breaker panel to 
check for a possible electrical problem. 

“We don’t want to rule out, obviously, the 
possibility that there could have been some 
electrical problems as well.” Mr. Francis 
said in a morning television interview. 

After about six minutes of what appeared 
to be routine operation in the air, die cock- 
pit door apparently opened when the fire 
inside the cabin was reported, although the 
emergency situation was not announced 
over tbe aircraft’s intercom, he said. 

He said deciphering the audio tape, which 
captured about 30 minutes of communica- 
tion starting with pre-flight taxiing at 
Miami International Airport, was “extraor- 
dinarily difficult” because it was hard to 
make out what was said. “I would say that 
tins is not going to be a question of hours, 
but of days,” be said. 

The cockpit voice recorder was brought 
Sunday night to the safety board’s 
Washington headquarters, where it was 
being studied by the expert group. 


India’s 1st Hindu nationalist 


government collapses 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee abruptly resigned 
Tuesday, just 13 days after taking office as 
the leader of India’s first Hindu nationalist 
government. 

Moments before a vote on a confidence 
motion his party was certain to lose, a hag- 
gard-looking Vajpayee stunned parliament 
by announcing that be planned to offer his 
resignation to President Shankar Dayal 
Shanna. 

The 69-year-old Vajpayee, who became 
India’s 10th prime minister on May 16, then 
drove to tbe downtown Presidential Palace 
and formally submitted his resignation at a 
25-minute closed-door meeting with tbe 
head of state. 

“My resignation has been accepted by the 
president,” he told reporters after the meet- 
ing. “I have been asked to continue as care- 
taker prime minister until further arrange- 
ments are made. 

“I am happy 1 have regained my free- 
dom,” added Mr. Vajpayee, whose 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People’s Party) finished as fee single largest 
group from general elections in April and 
May that produced a fractured parliament. 

The BJP and its four small allies have 194 
seats in the 545-member Lok Sabha, fee 
lower house, and Mr. Vajpayee’s announce- 
ment preempted a humiliating defeat on tbe 
floor of fee house. 

The combined opposition has mo re than 
300 MPs and the next government is 
expected to be formed in fee next couple of 
days by a coalition of about a dozen centrist 
parties known as the United Front 
“I don’t regret my decision to resign,” Ml 
V ajpayee said “My party will meet tonight 
to chalk out fee future agenda of fee BJP." 

Imm e d i ate ly after Vajpayee’s resignation 
announcement parliament Speaker PA. 
S angina adjourned the Lok Sabha, which 
had been convened to enable the BJP to 
face a vote of confidence before the presi- 
dential deadline of May 3 1 . 

In a nearly 90-minute speech repeatedly 
interrupted by opposition MPs, Mr 
Vajpayee defended his decision to form a 
government and lashed out at fee opposi- 
tion parties ranged against him. 

He warned before abruptly resigning that 
this country of 930 million people^ was 
headed for political instability. 

With just 13 days in office, Mr. Vajpayee 
one of India’s most respected politicians’ 
headed fee country's shortest-lived govern^ 
menL The previous government with tbe 
briefest tenure lasted for 117 days in 1990- 

Mr. Vajpayee said the United Front 
alliance would fail to provide a stable 


administration. “What kind of government 
you will form, what kind of policies you 
will have, I don’t know,” mocked Mr. 
Vajpayee. 

The United Front, which has more than 
100 MPs, has been promised crucial leg- 
islative support by fee Communists, who 
have 53 MPs, and former Premier P.V. 
Narasimha Rao’s Congress (I) Party, the 
second largest group wife 136 MPs. ■ 

Ml Vajpayee charged that the front would 
•be at fee mercy of fee Congress. 

“I can’t see fee (next) government stick- 
ing for too long ” be said. “You will have to 
ran to the Congress for everything.” 

Front leaders were jubilant over the BJP 
government’s fall, and said they were 
eagerly awaiting an invitation from 
President Shanna to form a government. 

“We are evolving a minimum common 
programme involving all parties,” said 
Shared Yadav of the centrist J anata Dal 
(People’s Party), whose H.D. Deve Gowda 
has been chosen by fee front partners as 
their prime minister designate. 

“We will form the government in fee next 
three days,” said Aijun Singh, a front sup- 
porter; adding: “Vajpayee knew he had no 
majority. That is why he submitted his res- 
ignation.” 

Mr. Vajpayee, the only moderate leader in 
fee aggressively Hindu-nationalist BJP, in 
his speech reiterated his commitment to 
secular values and said that he was being 
wrongly accused of promoting theocracy 
The BJP’s maiden rise to power led to an 
unprecedented polarisation in the political 
spectrum, and nearly all opposition parties 
joined hands to topple it from day one. 
inviting charges of post-election oppor- 
tunism. 

Opposition leaders led a spirited attack on 
the BJP and its brazen Hindu posturing dur- 
ing fee two-day debate on fee motion of 
confidence which began Monday. 

A BJP leader warned feat fee party’s exit 
would lead to fresh elections. 

“The Congress will back fee United Front 
government for a while and then ditch it,” 

foidAFR e ' PreSidem J2na Krishna ™rthy 

“Fresh elections are a certainty. .. Mavhe 
even before the end of this year.” 

Mr. Deve Gowda Tuesday staked a claim 
to form India s next government after Mr 
Vajpayee s abrubt resignation. 

. G ° w da handed over two letters 

to President Shankar Dayal Shanna at tte 
presidential palace some two hours after 
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Hillary Clinton to 
visit Romania in; 
July 


BUCHAREST (R) — US. 
first lady Hillary Oioton is 
to visit Romania in July as 
part of a Central and. 
Eastern European tour, dip- 
lomatic sources said Tues- 
day. Mrs. Clinton, accom- 
panied by U.S. Ambas- 
sador to tbe United Nations . 
M adeline Albright, is due 
in Bucharest on July 5. The 
sources said Mrs. Clinton, 
would spend at least 24 
hours in Romania and visit 
humanitarian projects, see 
fee problems of Bucharest 
street children and meet 
President Ion Iliescn and 
other officials. Mrs. Clin- 
ton’s tour is also expected 
to take in the Baltic repub- 
lics, Poland, fee Czech 
Republic, Hungary and 
Slovakia. 




s 


Welsh monks 
break silence with 
TV commercial 


LONDON (R) — Sixteen 
Cistercian monks, feeing " 1 5 ht 
ruin from oil pollution and 
mad cow disease, have bro- 
ken feeir vows of silence to n? 

advertise the joys of their f £n 

remote Welsh island home $ 

on television. “We are gn 

forced to accept a certain jj. 

level of woridliness if we 
wish to survive on our 
island,” said the abbot, .-an. 

Brother Robert. “It seems * m 

fear television and adver- >y 

rising are very much of flu- 

today's world.” The monks • vw; 

financed their monastery *,fi 

on the tiny island of Caldey ifo 

with visits from 1,500 £nv 

tourists a year who enjoyed *>[ 

the boat trip over from the & 

mainland and then bought ^]u 

farm produce. But disaster Th- 


struck in February when^ 
th* Sm F.moress tanker ran^ 


the Sea Empress tanker ran 1 
agrouad off fee coast, 
spilling thousands of 
tonnes of ofl. They then 
tried to sell some of their 
prize herd of 100 cattle 
only to be hit by the scare 
over mad cow disease. 
Now the monks have 
drawn up a series of televi- 
sion advertisements to try 
and draw fee visitors back. 
“We have a strict rule of 
silence — but we also have 
to live in the modern 
world," Brother Robert 
said. 


Florence declares 
war on pigeons 


FLORENCE (R) — Of- 
ficials in the historic Italian 
city of Florence declared 4 
war on pigeons Monda^j 
Refuse collectors will be ■ 
equipped with nets and dis- 
patched to round up 200 
pigeons a day from fee 
city’s estimated 150,000 
flock. Diseased birds will 
be killed and fee rest disin- 
fected and set free, said 
Florence’s Health Council- 
lor Marco Geddes Da 
Filicaia, who recently 
launched a failed campaign 
to round op stray cats. Of- 
ficials say fee pigeons foul 
statues and buildings with 
their droppings and are a 
danger to public health. 
Phase two begins next year 
when officials will sneak 
up on nesting pigeons and 
replace their eggs wife 
plaster copies. 


Plunge of S. & 
African rand leads 
to bizarre fraud 


JOHANNESBURG <R) — 
Three South Africans pos- 
ing as Liberian royalty 
were arrested for trying to 
spend blackened paper 
they said would be re- 
vealed as U.S. dollars if a 
chicken was slaughtered 
and its blood dr unk. 
Captain Anton Smit of the 
police Fraud Unit told a 
news conference Monday 
the three men replied to an 
advertisement by a Johan- 
nesburg businessman wish- 
ing to sell a building for 1 .5 
million rand ($344,000). 
The suspects, who posed as 
a Uberian prince 'and his 
two chiefs, told fee man 
they had $1.5 million 
which they had had 
blacken to get it out of was? 
tom Liberia. “The suspects 
said before any of the dol- 
lars could be shown, the 
police informer (business- 
man) had to go through a 
ritual for which a live 
chicken and alcohol were 
needed,” CapL Smit said.. 
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Burmese opposition leader and Nobel Peace laureate, Aung San Sou Kyi (centre), answers reporter’s question dur- 
ing a press conference Tuesday at her Rangoon bouse following the end of a three-day congress of the National 
(ReuftT pboto) 000 ™^ ^ passed several resolutions that will likely infuriate the military government 
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Burma’s NLD challenges army with resolutions 
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V RANGOON (Agencies) — Burma’s revitalised democracy 
movement led by Aung San Suu Kyi wrapped up a contro- 
versial congress Tuesday with several resolutions likely to 
infuriate the country’s military rulers. 

The National League for Democracy (NLD) resolutions, 
making good on a promise to step up the fight for democ- 
racy, came as the military government followed up its wiacc 
detentions of NLD supporters by launching public rallies 
and attacks on Ms. Suu Kyi 

Between 300 and 400 NLD members, seemingly oblivi- 
ous to how the ruling State Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) may react, broke into fighting cheers and 
chants as they listened to rallying music at the end of the 
three-day congress. 

Their most controversial resolution was likely to be one 
giving the NLD leadership the power to draft a new consti- . 
tution for Burma. 

"The conference authorised the Executive Committee to 
draw up a constitution for the future union of Burma. We 
must start to work as soon as we can. It doesn’t take long to 
draw up a constitution if you have the will,” Ms. Suu Kyi 
told reporters. 

• The NLD angered the SLORC in November when it 
\ pulled out of a government-organised convention drafting 
<* guidelines of a new constitution. It said the convention, 
meeting intermittently since January 1993, did not repre- 
sent the will of the people. 

The SLORC sees the convention as tire backbone -of its 
plans for the country and has ordered delegates to enshrine 
a “leading role” for the military in politics. 

Ms. Sun Kyi said the NLD congress called for a future 
Burma that wonld be ruled by a parliament of elected rep- 
resentatives. ~ ‘ 1 ' ! ’V. •• 


draw up a constitution that you think would be for the good 
of the country.” she said. 

“They regard everything we do as confrontational. 
Anything that is not in line with their politics is regarded as 
confrontational,'’ she said. 

On Tuesday, the government lashed out at Ms. Suu Kyi 
and the NLD in the state-run media, calling them “public 
enemies” who should be “crushed” for trying to destabilise 
the country. 

In rallies held Monday and set to continue Tuesday and 
the rest of the week, tens of thousands of people chanted 
'Slogans calling Ms. Suu Kyi and the NLD “traitors” and 
“enemies”, state media reported. ■ 

Government-organised rallies are often staged in Burma 
with the military forcing people to attend, diplomats say. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, who was released last July after six years of 
house arrest, said the NLD also passed resolutions urging 
the SLORC to release all political prisoners and to free 261 
NLD members it detained last week in a bid to scuttle the 
congress. 

The SLORC said it has not arrested the NLD members 
but only detained them for questioning temporarily in an 
effort to avoid anarchy which it said could have resulted 
from the Congress. 

NLD Deputy Secretary General Tin Oo told reporters at 
least nine of the detained NLD members had now been 
charged by the government under sweeping security laws. 

Meanwhile the Philippines Tuesday called for restraint by 
Burma’s ruling junta and opposition forces, warning that a 
showdown could undermine stability in South East Asia. 

The foreign Department comment was the first from a 
member of the seven-nation Association of South East 
- Asian' Nations (ASEAN) about the. renewed campaign by 


Udder the' constitution befog drafted by ibis government’s ’ Ms. Sou Kyi add foe-detention of 262-of her supporters. 
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convention the ^eadingtole” of tbe armed forces would be 
backed up by a guaranteed large portion of appointed seats 
in parliament 

“We want the army to be an honourable institution 
responsible for the defence of the nation and of democratic 
principles,” Ms. Sou Kyi said of the role of the military in 
a future democracy. 

When asked if the NLD realised its resolutions were like- 
ly to infuriate the SLORC, Ms. Suu Kyi said the military 
saw everything she and her party did as confrontational 

‘There is nothing in the law that says you have no right to 


Manila urged both si&s-to “step up their efforts at nation- 
al reconciliation in order to avoid tbe already tense situation 
from destabilising tbe situation in Myanmar (Burma).” 
The Foreign Department statement “also expressed con- 
cern over its possible disruptive effect on the peace and sta- 
bility in the South East Asian region.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi has criticised tbe policy of engagement with 
the Rangoon junta carried out by ASEAN, which groups 


Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 

/entually hopes to inte- 


Thailand and Vietnam. ASEAN even 
grate Burma. 


Defector says North Korea plans war 
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to ^SEOUL (R) — North Korean leader 

Kmr Jong-D has drawn up a war plan 
to capture South Korea within a week 
and pilots are training for a lightning 
strike, a pilot who defected to Seoul 
said Tuesday . 

Li Chol-Su, 30, a North Korean Air 
Force captain who flew his MiG-19 to 
the South last Thursday, confirmed 
reports that hundreds of warplanes 
were massed along foe border. 

“Kim Jong-D is devoting everything 
to prepare for war,” said CapL Li. He 
added that Mr. Kim was in full control 
of the country. 

“We have take-off and landing exer- 
cises day and night aimed at first- 
strike attacks,” he told reporters. “Pre- 
paration for a war is 100 per cent com- 
plete.” 

However, officials at a Seoul 
Foreign Ministry think-tank cautioned 
that CapL Li’s comments should not 
.. necessarily be taken at face value and 
war was not imminent. 

“North Korea has bad a war plan for 
many years,” said Lee ‘Seo-Hang, se- 
nior fellow at tbe Institute of Foreign 
Affairs and National Security. 

“They might have revised a war plan 
but more to tighten domestic control. 
By whipping op a war fever tbe North 
Korean leadership may be trying to 
divert attention from local problems 
and strengthen internal unity,” he said. 

Tbe defector said about 270 planes 
ware in forward areas, ready for a 
three-stage invasion aimed at captur- 
ing Seoul within 24 hours, then tbe 
central city of Taejon and southern 
city of Pusan. Tbe whole of South • 
Korea would fall within a week, 
according to the plan. 

• The planes include 11-28 bombers 
and various types of Soviet-made MiG 
jets, CapL Li said- They would be 
joined by others, including a squadron 
of advanced MiG-29s by early next 
year. ‘ . 

Seoul authorities have been warning 
or months of planes massing along 
le border. 

At his own Oncbon Air Base, six 
minutes’ flying time from the border, 
an underground air base had been built 
along with false runways, decoy air- 
craft and dummy mortar positions as 
part of preparations for war, CapL Li 
said. 

Although North Korea suffers severe 
food and feel shortages, the military 
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North Korean defector Li Choi-su (right), who flew his MiG-19 to the 

South last Thursday, is welcomed at a news conference Ttaesday by Li ling- 
Pyong, who defected to Seoul in 1983 in another MiG-19. Li now serves as 
a colonel in the Sooth Korean Air Force (Reuter photo) 
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had sufficient stockpiles, he said. Pilot 
flying time had been cut back due to 
an oil shortage but ground training 
enhanced. 

International relief bodies say mil- 
lions of North Koreans have been 
affected by food shortages sparked by 
flooding. 

Tn North Korea you cannot under- 
mine war materials in any circum- 
stances. If war materials' are damaged, 
commanders would be referred to 
martial courts,” said CapL Li, who 
was wearing a green People’s Air 
Force flying suiL 

CapL Li said he could no longer 
stand widespread corruption among 
members of the ruling elite. 

“Without bribes, you can’t get any- 
where. The military is rotten to the 
core. The people are ill-treated and 


starving but Kim Jong-D is focusing 
his energy on war preparations.” 

He said he was concerned about his 
father, wife and two young children he 
had left behind. “A life of slavery 
awaits foe family members of defec- 
tors,” be said. 

Capt. Li said North Korean troops 
were constantly told that peaceful 
Korean reunification was impossible 
and “national unification can only 
come from the barrel of a gun.” 

He said Kim Jong-D was in firm 
control of the North, particularly the 
military, which he had cultivated since 
his father Kim D-Sung died in 1994. 

CapL Li was welcomed at the news 
conference by Li Ung-Pyong, tbe last 
pilot who defected 13 years ago, also 
in a MiG-19, and who is now a colonel 
in the South Korean Air Force. 
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Yeltsin promises peace to 


Chechenya, praises troops 


r GROZNY, Russia (R) — President Boris Yeltsin took his 
reelection campaign to rebel Chechenya Tuesday, promis- 
ing peace to foe region devastated by nearly 18 months of 
war and praising his troops for the way they had foughL 

T have come to tbe land of Chechenya with peace,” 
Interfax News Agency quoted Ml Yeltsin as saying in his 
first words on arrival at foe heavily g ua rded Seventy 
Airport in foe regional capital Grozny. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, running for a second term in a J une 16 
election against strong competition from Communist 
Gennady Zyuganov, paid his long-promised visit to 
Chechenya afro: striking a peace deal with rebel leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev Monday.. 

After a brief stay in Grozny, the president returned to tbe 
Russian military base of Mozdok in the north Caucasus, 
ITAR-TASS news agency reported. He was due to fly back 
to Moscow from Mozdok. 

Mr. Yeltsin has described tbe peace deal, which calls for 
an end to fighting from midnight Friday (2000 GMT) and 
an exchange of prisoners, as a historic event opening tbe 
way to peace in Chechenya. 

But, keen to win the hearts of the military, many of whom 
had been angered by what they saw as incompetent direc- 
tion of the military campaign, Mr. Yeltsin said a break- 
through would not have teen possible without their efforts. 

“You have finally won,” Interfax quoted him as telling 
servicemen of the Grozny-based 205th Motorised Rifle 
Brigade. 

“We have defeated the mutinous regime of (Dzhokhar) 
Dudayev,” Ml Yeltsin added, referring to the former sepa- 
ratist leader killed last month in a rocket attack. 

Mr. Yeltsin acknowledged that the campaign, in which 
more than 30,000 people died, had been marked by many 
mistakes. But he argued that bis decision to send in troops 
to subdue Cbecbenya’s independence bid in December 
1994 had been justified. 

“There was a coup here. Power had been seized by sepa- 
ratists,” Interfax quoted Ml Yeltsin as saying in Grozny. 

Tn carrying out the task, we could not avoid making 
some grave mistakes. I am not trying to fend off blame 
from myself ” 

Two days before the Moscow talks between Mr. Yeltsin 
and Mr. Yandarbiyev Russian troops seized what they 
described as the last rebel stronghold in Chechenya — the 
village of Bamut in western Chechenya and a former Soviet 
missile base nearby. 

Some military experts say the fell of Bamut after more 
than a year of resistance was a heavy blow to separatist 
forces and made rebels leaders more inclined to start peace 
talks. 

The one-page peace deal signed in Moscow skirted tbe 
issue of whether Chechenya would remain part of Russia or 
become independent An attempt to negotiate peace last 
year stumbled on reluctance by both parties to compromise 
on this point 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman Sergei Medvedev said the future 
s tarns of Chechenya was not raised in the Moscow talks 
■wtndh . focused military. issues. , 

- But, on his way to Chectenya, Mr. Yeltsfo clear 


Moscow was still -reluctant even to consider Chechen inde- 
pendence. 

“We should demonstrate that tbe Chechen Republic is in 
Russia and nowhere else,” ITAR-TASS news agency quot- 
ed Ml Yeltsin as saying. He said this was one of the key 
aims of his visiL 

In Grozny, Mr. Yeltsin discussed reconstruction of 
Chechenya with government officials and conferred on the 
issue over foe telephone with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, in Moscow. 

Me. Yeltsin told the public meeting in Grozny Tuesday 
that tough military action would be taken if foe Chechen 
rebels violated the ceasefire accord. 

“The divided hardline opposition groups will not give tip 
their weapons immediately” Interfax News Agency quoted 
Ml Yeltsin as saying. 

“Any attempts to resume terrorist and criminal activities 
will meet with tbe toughest measures in response,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

“I have come to Chechen soil bringing peace,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said in Grozny. 

“All of Chechenya, all of Russia wants this Chechen knot 
to be untied and long-awaited peace to arrive as soon as 
possible." 

Mr. Yeltsin said the rebels’ resistance “has been practical- 
ly broken — the road to restoring peace and constitutional 
legality in Chechenya is open." 

But he vowed that there would be no repetition of “the 
grave error of last year, and foe (Chechen) fighters will not 
be allowed to recover after heavy defeats.” 

“Tbe politicians don't have the right to trip up the Russian 
army again, or trip up peaceful citizens, who cannot be 
hostages to poor decisions." 

In Washington, foe White House welcomed Tuesday foe 
ceasefire agreement reached by Mr. Yeltsin and the leader 
of Chechen separatist rebels, but noted it remained to be 
seen if foe deal is implemented. 

“Tbe United States welcomes tbe apparent agreement 
between the Russian Federation and rebel leader iZelim- 
khan) Yandarbiyev,” White House spokesman Michael 
McCuny told reporters. 

“We will be watching closely to see that foe agreement is 
implemented, that foe ceasefire takes effect Friday and that 
hostilities end in a conflict which has gone on tragically for 
too long," he added. 

Mr. McCuny demurred when asked if the accord would 
prove an election boost for Mr. Yeltsin, as the Kremlin 
hopes. Tt's up to foe Russian people," he said. 

In Paris, a spokesman for French Foreign Minister 
Jacques Rummelhardt stud Mr. Yeltsin’s visit to Chechenya 
Tuesday should contribute to a halt in hostilities between 
Moscow and separatist rebels. 

“For us, it is important that the dialogue which has been 
reestablished at foe highest level continue. President 
Yeltsin’s trip is in keeping with this dialogue." 

France bailed foe ceasefire accord between Russia and the 
Chechen rebels, -saying that it could “constitute- an impor- 
tant step towards political resolution of the issue.” 


Sri Lankan rebels kill 


4 civilians, 5 soldiers 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas Tuesday 
blew up a tractor, killing four civilians in Sri Lanka’s 
northern peninsula of Jaffna where five soldiers were also 
killed in rebel attacks, officials said. 

Gunme n of the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) ambnsbed the tractor carrying Tamil farm- 
ers in the Vadamarachchi sector of the peninsula Tuesday, 
the Defence Ministry said in a statement 

It said the attack may have been meant for security 
forces. 

Tiger guerrillas also killed a group of soldiers at 
Iyakachchi, also in the peninsula, killing three of them, 
official sources said. 

They said two more troopers were gunned down else- 
where in the peninsula while two guerrillas were also 
killed in separate attack s overnight Monday. 

Meanwhile, die LTTE's clandestine Vbice of Tigers radio 
said Tuesday that they had killed at least 33 troopers in 
sporadic attacks across the peninsula in foe past three days, 
a claini denied by the army. 

Security forces wrested complete control over Jaffna ear- 
lier this month but sporadic hit-and-run attacks have 
become routine in the battle-weary region where foe gov- 
ernment has launched a major campaign to resettle civil- 
ians. 

The Tigers are leading a protracted campaign for inde- 
pendence in the island’s northern and eastern regions 
where the two million Tamil minority is concentrated. 
More than 50,000 people have died in fighting since 1972. 

Also Tuesday, a senior minister said that lasting peace in 
Sri Lanka, where tbe government is consolidating its spec- 
tacular military success over Tamil rebels, will depend on 
tbe main opposition. 

President Chandrika Kumararuoga is determined to 
implement a radical power-sharing plan and end tbe con- 
flict, Posts and Telecommunications Minister Mangala 
Samaraweera said. 

“We feel that we could go for a vote on the political 
package before tbe end of the year,” Ml Samaraweera told 
tbe Foreign Correspondents’ Association here late 
Monday. 

Th e gov ernment was “quietly optimistic" of peace after 
the LTTE were driven out of Jaffiia where civil rule was 
now being established, he said. 

The minister, a close confidant of Mrs. Kumaratunga and 
a sta unch peace campaigner, said they ruled out talks with 
the LTTE which abruptly pulled out of negotiations to 
resume their guerrilla war in April last year. 

He said there was no scope for any third party foreign 
mediation to reopen a dialogue with the Tigers but wel- 
comed 'efforts to persuade foe main opposition United 
National Party (UNP) to spport the peace drive. 

Tbe government’s ethnic peace plan which seeks to turn 
Sri Lanka into a federal state in all but name requires a two 
thirds majority parliament before it can be put before the 
people at a referendum. 

However, since Mrs. Kumaratnn«a*s People’s Alliance 
(PA) has only a slender one-seat majority in tbe 225-mem- 
ber National Assembly, it requires crucial support from the 
UNP. 

Mr. Samareweera, a member of the majority Sinhalese 
community, said they hoped that the opposition would sup- 
port the devolution plan which envisages greater autono- 
my to minority Tamils in order to establish a permanent 
peace. 

UNP legislators have been issuing conflicting signals 
about their support to the devolution proposal raising fears 
among Tamil legislators that a select committee process set 
up to push foe peace plan may be collapsing. 


N. Ireland Unionists fear 


feuding will undercut vote 


BELFAST (AFP) — Internecine Protestant squabbling in 
the runup to Thursday’s Northern Ireland elections was 
threatening Tuesday to weaken foe Unionist vote for dele- 
gations to all-party peace talks that begin on June 10. 

With the elections 48 hours away, foe campaign to name 
a 110-member forum from which participants to die his- 
toric peace round-table will come was provoking harsh 
exchanges among tbe 11 Unionists parties standing candi- 
dates. 

The largest of them, the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP), 
had been a key proponent of elections. 

After bolding up foe Ulster peace process for months 
with the demand that foe Irish Republican Army (IRA) sur- 
render its arms and explosives before talks, the UUP 
demanded a vote. 

The Protestants, in foe majority in Ulster, have always 
favoured elections to decide key questions, while the 
minority Republicans, backed by Dublin, have opposed 
them. 

To loud protests from Dublin and tbe Sinn Fein political 
wing of the IRA, London granted tbe election demand in 
order, as one British official put it, “to get rid of foe excuse 
of decommissioning.” 

But UUP leader David Trimble now fears that with so 
many Unionist parties standing candidates Thursday, the 
vote could be hopelessly diluted to foe benefit of the 
nationalist Republicans. 

“There are only two or three pan-nationalist parties, not 
11 of them," he said. “They will be able to concentrate 
their votes." 

There was also tbe risk that fragmentation among tbe 
Unionists could woik to foe advantage of such Unionist 
extremist parties as the Reverend Ian Paisley’s Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). 

It could also, said observers, work to foe advantage of the 
moderate Catholic Social Democratic and Labour Party 
(SDLP), tbe province’s second largest political party. 

The UUP has shown little affection for Rev. Paisley, 
whose rhetoric, according to Ml Trimble’s deputy, John 
Taylor, “could damage the pro-union voice in Northern 
Ireland at these talks." 

“There is a great danger of a larger number of pan- 
nationalist candidates getting elected than ought to get 
elected,” said Taylor. 

Ml Trimble blamed an “unholy alliance” between Rev. 
Paisley and SDLP leader John Hume tor the so-called list 
system being used in Thursday's vote, a system whic\ the 
UUP sees as a “trap." * 

“The form of the election which has been imposed on 
Northern Ireland is a trap designed to fragment Unionists 
and to aUow the SDLP to appear equal or larger than any 
Unionist party,” said foe UUP’s Ken Magginis. 

Tie UUP’s concerns were evident at a meeting here 
Monday night with the unveiling of a new campaign poster 
bearing a crumbling British flag with the slogan, “division 
and weakness, or unity and force.” 

In general elections in 1992, locals in 1993 and European 
elections in 1994, foe SDLP never did better than second 
place, with the UUP and DUP swinging between first and 
.third. Between 10 and 15 per cent of the Northern Ireland 
electorate traditionally waivers between the hardline and 
moderate. 

Nationalists, both Sinn Fein and tbe more moderate 
SDLP, oppose foe elections and have agreed to participate 
with reluctance. 

Sinn F^in has been trying to turn the vote to its advantage 
by playing on the Anglo-Irish prerequisite of a new IRA 
ceasefire for its admission to all-parry talks. 

The IRA broke a 17-month ceasefire last February with a 
series of London bomb attack. 
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Israel’s moment of truth 

AS ISRAEL goes to the polls today to choose a 
new parliament and prime minister, there are 
increasing signs that those elections have not 
been nor will they be for some time to come a 
strictly domestic affair. This is based on the 
assumption that the electoral contest between 
right and left, religious and secular will largely 
determine the course of the peace process in the 
Middle East and probably also the region’s 
future. The stakes for various parties and coun- 
tries, regionally and internationally, are obvious- 
ly high. We have observed Washington express- 
ing support for Prime Minister Shimon Peres' 
bid for reelection, albeit in a subtle way, after 
investing so heavily in the ongoing peace effort 
Peres is expected by not only the Americans to 
persist In seeking accommodation with the Arab 
side till full regional peace is attained. Other 
major powers also have not shied from manifest- 
ing a growing preference for Labour out of fear 
that a Likud victory could be detrimental to the 
universal quest for a comprehensive Arab-lsraeli 
settlement. By and large, the Arab World is 
implicitly backing Peres as can be read in the 
decision of the overwhelming majority of the 
Israeli Arab voters to support his candidacy. 

However the results of those elections might 
turn out to be, the point remains that they are not 
unique in the sense that the international com- 
munity has decided to ‘‘meddle” or take sides in 
them. The upcoming presidential election in 
Russia has likewise attracted wide international 
interest and prompted major powers such as the 
U^. 'and Germany to openly campaign in favour 
of'; the incumbent, Boris Yeltsin. The concent 
here is that a return to the communist rule would 
jeopardise everything the West has been busy 
cultivating on the international scene for the past 
several years. Preferences for who might win the 
November elections in the U.S. and next year in 
Britain are all added signs that indeed the world 
is becoming a smaller electoral village. 

For us in the Middle East, the Israeli elections 
are most important because they likely will set 
the stage for progress or setback in the continued 
search for a permanent and just peace. Which 
actually explains why most of us have developed 
a dear interest in their outcome, although we 
should be extremely hesitant as whether to 
endorse one party over another or appear to be 
indifferent altogether. 

The best message to send to the Israeli people 
on this crucial day is to tell them that the choice is 
indeed theirs. And the choice is really one 
between those who want to make peace a reality 
on the ground or the others who just want to drag 
their feet and procrastinate. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i daily attacked Iran for its 
adamant stand with regard to the Arab islands it occu- 
pies in the Gulf region, describing the Iranian occupa- 
tion as worse than Israel's occupation of Palestinian and 
other Arab countries' lands. Hosni Ayesh said that a lis- 
tener tuning in to Tehran Radio about the islands issue 
would realise that the Iranian claims over these islands 
resemble Israel's claims over tbe lands it is now occu- 
pying. Indeed. Iran’s occupation is worse because in 
Iran's case, certain Arab and Muslim groups support its 
occupation and expansionist moves in the Arab World, 
while in the case of Israel all the Arabs arc in agreement 
on tiie need for ending its occupation of all Arab lands, 
cc-i.hnued the writer. He said Iran's occupation and its 
drive to spread its hegemony to Arab countries reminds 
die Arabs of tbe situation when the various non-Arab 
Islamic states had in the past succeeded to bring about 
the downfall of the Arab Islamic empire and subse- 
quently led to the disintegration of the Arab entity 
parir.p tbe ground for colonial rule. 

IN fUS television debate with ‘fee leader of the opposi- 
tion Likud Party, Shimon Peres pledged to never allow 
the establishment of a Palestine state or allow Jerusalem 
to be partitioned, said a writer for Al Dustour Tuesday. 
Benyamin Netanyahu, the leader of the Likud, tried to 
win the favour of the Israeli voters by promising to seek 
a “genuine peace" with Israel’s Arab neighbours, noted 
Mohammad Kawash. What concerns the Arabs, in gen- 
eral. and tbe Palestinians, in particular, is the imple- 
mentation of tbe Oslo agreements which call for a total 
Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian lands, but with his 
statement, Mr. Peres is undermining the concept of 
peace as agreed on with the Palestine leadership, added 
the writer. He said Arabs realise dial the Likud Party 
leader’s promises of peace are nothing but empty words 
chosen to win voters’ favour and therefore neither Mr. 
Peres nor Mr. Netanyahu are inclined towards genuine 
peace based on justice. Both leaders, said the writer, 
agree on one thing: to win the voters' support and secure 
that their respective parties will cany out programmes 
that can only serve the interests of the Jewish state. 


Washington Watch 

Israel’s elections 


By Dr. James Zogby 


‘not the perfect choice 


for Arabs, but a choice nevertheless’ 


THIS YEAR'S Israeli 
election, like the peace 
process itself, could have 
been a dramatic and defin- 
ing milestone in Middle 
East history. Tragic events 
and weak leaders have 
combined to lessen the sig- 
nificance of both. 

What Israel could have 
been debating in this elec- 
tion were two diametrical- 
ly opposed views of tbe 
faiure of the Middle East 
What tbe Israeli people 
could have received from 
the Labour Party was a 
vision of peace so attrac- 
tive that they would have 
been compelled to support 
it But the weak Labour 
leadership and the trauma 
caused by terrorist bomb- 
ings have reshaped this 
election campaign and 
blurred the lilies between 
the Labour and Likud par- 
ties and their candidates. 

Weak leadership is noth- 
ing new to the Labour 
Party. For two and half 
years, unable to forge a 
majority support base in 
the country. Labour has 
squeezed die life out of the 
peace process. Fearful of 
tbe reaction of Israel’s 
right-wing political parties 
and refusing to confront 
the extremist sealer move- 
ment, Labour stalled on 
negotiations with the 
Palestinians, extorted less 
than fair concessions out of 
their weaker negotiating 
partners and. even after 
completing agreements, 
refused to implement mdny 
of them (e.g.. die econom- 
ic protocols, the safe pas- 
sage between Gaza and the 
West Bank, promised 
prison reforms and rede- 
ployment from Hebron, to 
name just a few). 

It was this same weak 
leadership and susceptibil- 
ity fo pressure from their 
right-witig opposition that 
rendered Labour extraordi- 
narily vulnerable to the 
deplorable tactics of sui- 
cide bombers. 

Labour's policy of eco- 
nomic closure of the Wesf 
Bank and Gaza, for exam- 
ple, has been driven more 
by pressure from Likud 
than by an urgency to save 
the peace process. The 
punishment imposed on 
Palestinians is collective 
without regard to guilt or 
innocence, severe and 
excessive in its effects and 
impact. Labour has insist- 
ed that the Palestinians be 


partners in the crackdown 
on terror, but they have not 
begun to treat the Palestini- 
ans as partners when it 
comes to pursuing other 
important aspects of the 
peace process — such as 
die economic benefits of 
peace. 

In the wake of the recent 
suicide bombings. 

Labour's election cam- 
paign bas sought to blur 
tbe lines between their 
position and thar of Likud. 
Shimon Peres bas played 
up security issues, 
promised financial benefits 
.to the settler movement; 
pledged an expansion of 
existing settlements; com- 
mitted himse lf to maintain- 
ing a united greater 
Jerusalem under sole 
Israeli sovereignty; insist- 
ed that Israel would main- 
tain the Jordan River as its 
“security border,” pledged 
to oppose the right of 
Palestinian refugees to 
return; and would submit 
any agreement with the 
Palestinians to a national 
referendum. 

It is ironic that the Israeli 
public’s support for peace 
and realisation of the bene- 
fits of peace (Israel is 
today, wealthier, more 
secure and more recog- 
nised than at any time in its 
history) has been most felt 
by Likud. Benyamin 
Netanyahu has been forced 
to promise that be would 
accept “what bas so far 
been agreed on with tbe 
Palestinians.” While 
promising to add new set- 
tlements (as opposed to 
Peres' position of only 
expanding existing settle- 
ments), and not recognise 
Pales tinian self-determina- 
tion in the final status 
negotiations, Netanyahu 
has been forced to recog- 
’niSe-i the ; popularity'^. of 
peace Torraost fsraeHs-. He 
therefore proposed a 
reconvening of the Madrid 
conference in order to keep 
the peace process alive. 

If Labour’s drift to tbe 
right was not enough to 
disturb Arabs and confuse 
even Israeli voters, Peres’ 
massive assault on 
Lebanon delivered a criti- 
cal blow. Witnessing the 
savagery of the bombings, 
tbe deaths of innocent 
civilians and the wide- 
spread and deliberate 
destruction of Lebanon’s 
economic infrastructure 
brought many to wonder 


Israeli elections 


By Farida Salfiti 

TODAY ISRAELIS will 
go to die ballet box to cast 
their votes for the next 
premier, and thus deter- 
mine the shape and the 
speed of the next stage of 
the peace process. But 
regardless of which of the 
"worst” men. Shimon 
Peres or Benyamin 
Netanyahu, becomes 
Israel’s next prime minis- 
ter, Peres has. in many 
ways already won. He has 
put in place the peace 
process and Oslo has 
become irreversible. 
Netanyahu and the Likud 
Party ’will have to work 
within the structure and 
the framework already 
laid out by Labour. In fact, 
the Likud of today is left 
of what Labour was four 
years ago. Today, Likud 
will recognise and negoti- 
ate with the PLO, and will 
honour tbe agreements 
already signed. Likud bas 
been ’ encapsulated by 
Labour’s policies of the 
past four years and has no 
option but to accept them, 
and to work within their 
framework. In that con- 
text. is there really any dif- 
ference between who wins 
the elections? 

The Americans, the 
Palestinian" Authority and 
many Arab leaders fear 
that should Netanyahu van 
the elections the peace 
process will be struck a 
mighty blow. Peres is 
needed, they believe, to 
accelerate the speed of the 


process, and to bring it 
back on track after a lull 
They have all joined the 
Israeli elections campaign, 
firmly placing their weight 
behind Peres. His recent 
visits to Qatar and Oman 
are all part of the cam- 
paign trail. The U.S. por- 
trays Peres as the angel of 
peace, and has supported 
him in an unprecedented 
way. It has extended every 
necessary gesture and 
move to ensure that their 
"partner'’ in the Middle 
East will continue to reign 
over their foremost ally. 
Labour has always 
appeared to be favoured, 
by the Arabs and the U.S., 
as a negotiating partner 
But a closer look at this 
presumption might prove 
otherwise. For the sake of 
keeping the Labour gov- 
ernment in power, Rabin 
and later Peres have been 
allowed far more leeway 
to crack down bard on the 
Palestinians — all in the 
name of preserving the 
tenuous peace process. 

Under Labour, the Israeli 
government was allowed, 
in the name of peace and 
security, to impose the clo- 
sures, which have contin- 
ued intermittently and for 
various periods of time to 
strangulate the Palestinian 
economy. Tbe most recent 
closure has been imposed 
ostensibly in the name of 
security, but more plausi- 
bly as an effort to ensure 
against outbreaks of vio- 
lence which would threat- 
en Peres’ election bid. In 


what this “peace” was all 
about. And even in this 
instance, it was weakness 
that drove the Labour gov- 
ernment’s policy. 

For a month, Hizbollah, 
the Israeli Defence Forces 
(IDF) and the South 
Lebanon Army exchanged 
attacks within the Israeli- 
occupied sector of 
Lebanon. While the IDF 
understood that Hizbol- 
lah’s attacks were legiti- 
mate under tbe 1993 
understanding Israel had 
agreed to with Lebanon, 
Peres was under increasing 
pressure from Likud to acL 
It was only when Israel 
attacked civilians outside 
the “security zone” that 
Hizbollah began its rocket 
attacks on northern Israel; 
and it was then that Israel 
responded with its destruc- 
tive and disproportions! 
assault 

It may be argued by 
some Israelis and their sup- 
porters that Peres’ respons- 
es to the terror bombings 
and the situation in 
Lebanon were necessary to 
save his electoral chances. 
But what has been lost as a 
result of these actions were 
the perceptual differences 
between fas promised poli- 
cy of peace and the policy 
•of tbe Likud. 

What Israel’s voters will 
be asked to judge this week 
is not the actual campaign 
rhetoric of Labour and 
Likud (they are too close at 
times to discern fundamen- 
tal differences), or the 
security policies each 
would pursue (they have, 
here too, demarcated an 
equally .hard line). If Israel 
wants peace, and it appears 
that a majority of tbe pub- 
lic still does, they will 
choose Labour based on a 
hope that Labour -will 
return to the gath ofpeace 
.after Mayr 29.: They ..will 
vote for a vague hope and 
not for a compelling vision 
or a clearly defined differ- 
ence. 

The problem this poses 
for the Israeli electorate is 
especially critical for 
Israel’s Arab minority. For 
years they languished 
under a kind of internal 
occupation. They were 
Arab citizens of the Jewish 
state, with some rights but 
second-class citizenship. 
For many years they were 
denied even the right to 
join political parties or to , 
form their own parties. 


Gradually, they have 
emerged to foe point 
where, today, they have 
become foe key swing vote 
in a national election. 

Surely . it is ironic that 
Israel, foe powerful Jewish 
state, will likely have its 
election decided by Arab 
voters. 

The figures are striking. 
There are 3.9 minion vot- 
ers in Israel, of whom 
540,000 are Israeli Arabs 
— a total of 14 per cent of 
the electorate! To show 
how critical their vote can 
be, one need only look at 
the following: 

Before the assault on 
Lebanon, about 80 per cent 
of the Arab voters were 
with Peres in -tbe polls, but 
after foe assault Arab sup- 
port fell to 50 per cent — a 
swing of some 4 per cent 
of the total vote. In recent 
weeks Petes’ margin over 
Netanyahu has rarely been 
greater than 4 per cent 

So important is the Arab 
vote that one analyst 
likened Peres to an Ameri- 
can white Democrat from 
foe South. It is a fact that in 
recent years no white 
southern Democrat bas 
won foe majority of the. 
white vote: when a white 
southern Democrat wins it 
is because foe black vote 
provided foe margin of vic- 
tory. 

Lately, Peres has recog- 
nised foe power of this 
Arab vote. At a recent 
campaign stop in an Arab 
city. Peres did what be had 
not done anywhere else — 
he apologised for the 
assault on Lebanon, saying 
(in part): “Believe me, I 
feel pain for every woman 
and child (who died in the 
assault).” He also 
promised to work for 
equality between Arabs 
and Jews in Israel and con- 
sider the appointment of an 
Arab to his cabinet: 

Not only is foe Arab vote 
important in foe vote for 
prime minister, but in the 
Knesset elections as well. 
Most commentators have 
failed to note that in recent 
polling neither Labour hot 
L ikud with their respective 
allies appear to be able to 
secure enough seats in this 
election for tbe Knesset 
majority of 61 needed to 
form a government. 
Labour and its allies 
appear poised to win 51 (of 
120) .seals while Likud and 
its allies get about 49. 


Even if Peres wins foe 
prime ministership* be will 

be forced to add some of 

tbe religious parties to fas 
government in order _ to 
have a ruling majority. 
This will farther impede 
fas ability to move forward 

toward peace. . 

Even more devastating 
for peace is foe fact that 
Likud and its electoral 
allies would include the 
Moledet party which still 
calls for the “transfer of foe 
Arab population” of the 
West Bank. 

In the meanwhile, foe 
Arab parties appear to be 
•in a position to dramatical- 
ly increase their numbers, 
if their vote is more unified 
than in the past. Arabs 
would end up with as many 
as seven to 10 seats. With 
eight seats (which is a 
stretch, but still a possibili- 
ty), they would be in a 
position to determine the 
next Israeli government 
That would pose a huge 
dilemma for Peres or 
Netanyahu. Labour has 
governed for years without 
61 Knesset votes — tbe 
security and stability of 
their government has 
always depended upon foe 
five votes they consistently 
get from the Arab parties. 
This has provoked Likud 
to attack Labour for mak- 
ing decisions without a 
“Jewish majority.” If 
Israeli Arabs realise their 
full electoral potential, this 
argument could never 
again be used. 

A final note: despite tbe 
failings and weakness of 
Labour, it would be self- 
destructive for any Arab to 
ignore the real danger 
posed by a return of foe 
Likud to power. As angry 
as one might justifiably be 
pver Labour’s, trussed, 
opportunity fb define itself" 
more sharply, to behave 
more prudently and to 
argue its vision of peace 
more courageously, foe 
choice — even if based on 
hope alone — seems clear. 
Strip away Peres and 
Netanyahu and it becomes 
even clearer it becomes a 
choice between Yossi 
Beilin, Yossi Sarid and 
Yael Dayan versus Ariel 
Sharon. Raphael Eitan and 
foe Moledet Party. 

Given Labour’s failings, 
this election does not pre- 
sent a perfect choice, but it 
nevertheless provides a 
choice. 


two sides of the same coin? 


other words, tbe Palestin- 
ian population has been 
held hostage and used as a 
tool by the Peres govern- 
ment in its elections cam- 
paign. Closures are 
imposed against tbe Pales- 
tinians, and offensives are 
waged against Lebanon, to 
help cement Peres's 
as tough on security. T* 
resulted in tremendous 
suffering as thousands of 
Palestinians are unable to 
go to their workplace, 
translating into tremen- 
dous financial losses. 
Losses the Palestinians 
can ill afford. As Palestini- 
ans observe the elections, 
they are wondering 
whether they should be 
used as pawns in internal 
Israeli affairs. They are 
wondering whether the 
hoped-for end (foe success 
of Peres), justifies such 
harsh means, and whether 
it is actually worth iL 
The Labour government 
signed foe peace agree- 
ment, but Palestinians are 
quick to point out that it 
was foe Labour govern- 
ment that first began foe 
settlement drive in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
It was that same govern- 
ment which imposed the 
bone-breaking policy dur- 
ing the intifada under foe 
orders of foe Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Yitzhak 
Rabin, and it was the first 
to impose foe closures on 
the territories. Today, 
Likud makes no secret 
about its policy of expand- 
ing the settlements should 



it come to power. It is stat- 
ed dearly in its political 
platform. But a less known 
fact is that settlement 
building increased at a 
tremendous pace since foe 
signing of foe Declaration 
of Principles, quietiy cre- 
ating facts on foe ground 
rbat will prejudice rhe out- 
come of the final status 
negotiations, violating the 
spirit cf foe agreement. 
And that is under foe so- 
called party of peace — 
Labour 

In fact, in may ways, tbe 
Labour government bas 
been able to get away with 
much more in its crack- 
down on foe Palestinians 
and in its violations of the 
peace agreement, because 
of its image as the “lesser 
of two evils” — a better 
option than Likud. Do not 
restrain it, do not criticise 
it, give it free reign to do 
anything in order to stay in 
power, to retain Israel sup- 
port for foe peace process, 
and to portray itself as 
hard bent simultaneously 
and equally on foe two 
(racks of peace and securi- 
ty for Israelis. The U.S. 
granted its full support to 
Peres’s recent “Grapes of 
Wrath” offensive into 
Lebanon. Not a word was 
said criticising foe damag- 
ing effects foe prolonged 
closures are having on 
Palestinian economic life. 
Where is all that economic 
prosperity promised? 

Rather than having a 
weak Peres in -power, 
restricted in his capacity to 


manoeuvre on the peace 
front by a strong opposi- 
tion, it might well be bet- 
ter to have a weak 
Netanyahu who will have 
a strong opposition peace 
camp to answer to. Likud 
is of foe firm belief mat it 
can unilaterally impose its 
own version of peace on 
the Palestinians. Labour 
may not think so, but its 
actions speak otherwise. 
For Labour has done no 
better than impose its own 
version of peace on foe 
Palestinians. A sure recipe 
for ensuring a short life to 
foe peace process. The 
question Palestinians are 
asking themselves today 
is: Wouldn’t it be better to 
have an Israeli leader, say 
Netanyahu, who bas made 
very clear what he 
believes, and the policies 
be will pursue, than a lead- 
ers who is artful at market- 
ing a peace package that 
does not offer anythin® 
better than what Likud 
envisions? Under 

Netanyahu, the Palestini- 
ans know exactly what to 
expect. ’They are not 
deceived by nice-sounding 
peace cliches which they 
arc hungiy to believe. Per- 
haps it is time to face up to 
realities. 


The writer is managing 
editor of the Paris-based 
newsletter Issues-Perspec- 
tives on Middle East and 
World Affairs. She con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


Regarding 
the garden 


By All Kassay 

One of the most impressive 
and worthy efforts under- 
taken to beautify Amman 
and make it a fit place for 
heroes to live in, is the 
campaign to build a park in 
every nook and cranny of 
our capital city. These 
beautiful gardens, which- 
now dot Amman, adorn it 
with gay floral colours dur- 
ing the blooming season, 
which is mercifully long, 
and with picturesque rock- 
, ery during the bleak but 
short winter months. w 

In addition to their aes- 
thetic value, parks, or gar- 
dens if you prefer, make a 
worthy contribution to an 
important national cause, 
that of reinforcing foe 
excellent ties that exist 
between Jordan and -broth- 
erly Arab states. You see, 
flowSr beds and occasional 
lawns, such as they are, 
need the constant and lov- 
ing care of a fleet of gar- 
deners. Jordanians, curi- 
ously enough, prefer to 
complain about unemploy- 
ment than to do honest 
work, so people who do not 
share this aversion to 
labour have to be imported. 
Thus the parks of Amman 
'make a worthy contribu- . 
tion to the fight against ^ 
unemployment in brotherly 
Arab countries. 

The penchant for planting 
trees and bushes everywhere 
also makes a contribution to 
Jordan's international trade. 

By planting trees and hedges 
•in carefully selected spots, 

. namely, at intersections and ax 
the breaks in the islands sepa- 
rating tbe two sides of a high- 
way, we succeed in totally 
obscuring all incoming traffic. 

The net effect of this is an 
increase in tbe number of col- 
lisions, which boosts the sale 
of car spare parts by an 
impressive amount. This, of 
course is added to the net sum 
on the balance of trade of 
importing the plants them- 
selves. 

Which brings me to an addi- 
tional benefit that accrues 
from Amman’s beautiful ' 
parks. The varieties of plants^ 
which are imported and plant- 
ed nowadays appear to be very 
active producers of pollen 
which fills the air, mixes itself 
with the dust that is a constant 
feature of Amman, and the 
insecticides that are sprayed 
regularly, then it lodges itself 
in the respiratory passages of 
people who, should they suf- 
fer from a tendency to hay 
fever, no matter how slight, 
will rush to the chemist for 
antihistamine. This, doubt- 
less, is in fulfilment of our 
duty as good citizens to sup- 
port our national industries, 
particularly me dru gs industry. 

But then we come to the 
normal usage of parks all over 
the world: People go to them 
to have a walk, they sit in the 
park ar.o have their lunch, and 
children tend to play there, in 
safety from traffic. Well,' 
unfortunately, the paries in 
Amman are. thoroughly 
unsuitable for these purposes. 

Tbe nearest that is adequate is 
on the road to die airport, 

which puts it beyond the reach 
of anyone who does not have a 
motor vehicle. Within the 
bounds of the metropolis 
parks are built on slopes too 
steep for a casual perambula- 
tion: they do not have benches 
on which to sit, because park 
benches were all placed 
between the Second and Third 
circles two weeks before the 
MENA summit and have been 
left there since: and the parks 
are too small for children W 
play in, unless they happen to 
be keenly interested in moun- 
taineering. 

So. where should children 
go for a game of footer -or a 
run around ? Weil, where thev 
have always gone. In ftjt? 
street, of course. This has foe 
added advantage of sharpen- 
ing their survival instincts as 
they have to dodge the traffic 
while they chase the ball, or 
each other. In Amman we 
place high value on the slo- 

gan: "Be alert, young 

man! 
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Israeli court halts work 


n PNA official’s home 
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. TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
k f IsraeU regional court has 
oniered a halt to construction 
of a house for Ahmad 
Qouriea, speaker of the 
Palestinian legislative cou ri- 
ft cfl, in a suburb of Jerusalem, 
x city officials said Tuesday. 
City spokesman Hagai 
Elias said the municipality 
I] had filed a complaint with 
police charging that, Mr. 
Qouriea, a key architect of 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
agreements and close advisor 
to Yasser Arafat, had not 
obtained a construction per- 
mit for the home being built- 
in Abu Dis. 

Abu Dis lies inside the 
municipal limits of Jerusalem 
although part of the village 
falls under the administration 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

. Two months ago an Israeli 
court ordered Mr. Qouriea, 
also known as Abu Alaa, to 
halt the construction work, 
but be ignored the ruling, 
Mr. Elias said. 

Police ignored repeated re- 
, iquests from city authorities to 
^intervene, saying they would 
not have the necessary man- 
power until after Wednes- 
day's national elections, Mr. 
Elias charged. 

The city authority is 
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headed by Ehud Olmert, a 
senior figure in the right-wing 
Likud Party which has focus- 
sed its election campaign on 
charges that Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres plans to hand 
over East Jerusalem to the 
PNA if he wins Wednesday’s 
polls. 

Mr. Peres has repeatedly 
rejected the allegations, 
saying a “united Jerusalem” 
would always remain Israel’s 
capital. 

The future of Jerusalem is 
among the issues to be re- 
solved in negotiations on a 
permanent peace settlement 
for the Palestinians which be- 
gan on May 5 and are due to 
resume following the elec- 
tions. 
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In an interview published 
Tuesday, Likud leader and 
prime ministerial candidate 
Benjamin Netanyahu said he 
would not honour commit- 
ments by the outgoing 
Labour Party to include Jeru- 
salem in the final status talks. 

In an interview with the 
daily Haaretz published on 
Tuesday, he said: “It is a 
clause on their agenda and 
not ours. If they raise the 
issue, I will drop it. I will not 
respect any agreement re- 
garding Jerusalem." ' 
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'Volunteer' Iraqi force 
gets new responsibility 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
“volunteer” force run by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son Uday has been 
tasked with defending Iraq 
from “any conspiracy or fore- 
ign attack” under a par- 
liamentary law announced on 
Tuesday. 

The law, submitted by the 
president's office and 
r^dopted after two days of 
•debate, outlines the role and 
objectives of the estimated 
60,000 fedayeen (guerrillas) 
•in the corps that was formed 
in 1994, the official press 
said. 


The corps “shares respon- 
sibility for the defence of 
Iraq.... against any conspira- 
cy of foreign attack,” it said. 


Baghdad set up the corps 
when the United States in- 
creased its military presence 
in the Gulf in response to 
Iraqi troops movements near 
the Kuwaiti border in Octo- 
ber 1994. 


At the time 20 Iraqi youths 
who had joined the force 
were shown on state televi- 
sion devouring a wolf, un- 
cooked, during a training ses- 
sion at a military camp. 
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Experts call for legal changes 


(Cootimed from page 12) 


In addition, the recom- 
mendations called for a code 
of honour for journalists. 


Committee members told 
reporters during the press 
conference that the recom- 
mendations will be forwarded 
to parliament and the con- 
cerned ministries for study. 
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Participants, who included 
government officials and em- 
ployees in all local media 
Rectors, called during the 


seminar for upgrading media 
performance and praising the 
achievements of Jordan in 
this regard. 

The meeting was organised 
by the Jordanian Islamic 
• Centre for Studies and In- 
formation (JICSI) in coop- 
eration with the Amman 
Municipality, focused on nine 
working papers dealing with 
the Press and Publications 
Law and tire Jordan Press 
Association law. 
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JPA takes ’case’ to speakers 
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(Continued 

Muasher to discuss the issue. 
The meeting might take place 
Thursday or Saturday when a 
new group of JPA members 
will be sworn in before the 
minister. 

Dr. Muasher confirmed 
that he would soon meet with 
the JPA board to settle the 
issue, but said he believed 
that the draft law was not a 
source of controversy with 
the association. 

“I do not think that any 
points in the law are con- 
troversial as much as they are 
points of convergence,” Dr. 
Muasher said following a reg- 
ular Council of Ministers 
meeting Tuesday. He 
announced that the Cabinet 
■ ''would finish its debate of the 
draft law next week. 

Last week, the JPA ac- 
cused Dr. Muasher of margi- 
nalising the role of the asso- 
ciation and stepping over its 
historic rights by preparing 
the draft law without consult- 
ing with its board. 

In a statement, the JPA 
board branded the minister’s 
attitude as hostile and inex- 
plicable, and called on Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti to intervene to solve 
the dispute. 

“This attitude is in contra- 
diction with the government’s 
declared stand towards the 
{ness and its slogans of trans- 
■parency and of raising the 
'ceiling of freedom and re- 
sponsibility the statement 
said. 

Such charges were dismis- 
sed by Dr. Muasher “I don’t 
want to start a fight. I’ve 
, done everything I can to 
-$ome up with a modem law. 
It is up to the press corps and 
die House to decide on the 
changes” to foe current JPA 
law. 

The current law dates back 
to 1983. Although the JPA 
presented several amend- 
ments to the law in 1990, the 
Lower House’s Law Commit- 


frotn page 1) 

tee started discussing foe 
amendments only this year. 
Mr. Qudab admitted that the 
JPA’s amendments had now 
become outdated. 

On Monday, the A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily published a re- 
port in which it said the draft 
law severs links between foe 
ministry and the association, 
saying the draft mentions foe 
minister only once and auto- 
matically terminates the 
membership of the minister 
or any of government depart- 
ment directors in the JPA 
one year after they assume 
their posts. 

It said the new law also 
resolves the problem of mem- 
bership to the association 
when it defines a “journalist” 
as “any one who takes jour- 
nalism as his/her main job.” 

The old law defines only 
those members m the associa- 
tion as members, although a 
large number of Jordanian 
journalists are not JPA mem- 
bers. 

These journalists could not 
possibly become members — 
though some of them might 
be in the profession for de- 
cades — because they do not 
meet foe association's condi- 
tions for membership. 

According to the 1983 law 
and the Press and Publica- 
tions Law, the association has 
the power to take legal action 
agauist non-members and bar 
them from working as jour- 
nalists. 

According to the A1 Ra’i 
report, foe membership of 
foe association is one of the 
main sources of controversy- 
between the minister and foe 
association. 

It said this particular issue 
will be debated by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, especially 
that membership to all Jorda- 
nian professional unions and 
associations is obligatory-, 
which many believe con- 
travenes international con- 
ventions on basic freedoms. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 29, 1996 


Israeli elections and Jordanian perspectives 


By Dr. Samir Mutawi 


A Jerusalem Post front page 
report last Monday stating 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres had conduct- 
ed consultations with his 
top aides on how to ease 
“strain” in relations with 
Jordan surprised few Jorda- 
nians. 

Indeed, several stories 
and perspectives of what 
was happening behind the 
scenes in those relations 
have been in circulation for 
some weeks now. The gen- 
eral feeling in this country 
has been one of total frus- 
tration that the Israelis were 
delivering no more than 
“sweet-talk” to Jordanians. 
When it came to ful fillin g 
their pan of foe bargain in 
implementing the spirit and 
substance of the Wadi 
Araba treaty, the Israelis 
were just dragging their feet 
and procrastinating, as far 
as we Jordanians saw il 
Take as example foe Trans- 
port and Trade Agreement 
which “was subjected to all 
kinds of delaying tactics,” 
by the Israelis as one Jor- 
danian official put it 

Representatives of foe 
business community have 
been complaining that all 
our trading efforts with 
Israel and Palestinian self- 
rule areas have ended in a 
shocking deficit in our trade 
balance in favour of Israel. 
In 1995, an economist 
explains, Jordan’s exports 
to Israel and the self-rule 
' areas totalled a meagre JD 

57.000 against a JD 

550.000 imports from 
Israel. A one-way traffic, 
particularly since foe clo- 
sure of Palestinian' territo- 
ries brought our trading 
endeavours with them to a 
painful halL On foe politi- 
cal front, and while accept- 
ing that some Israeli “secu- 
rity” measures were essen- 
tial following foe suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem, 
Ashkelon and Tbl Aviv, 
Jordanians committed to 
peace were alarmed by foe 
severity and harshness of 
the steps taken against foe 
whole West Bank and Gaza 
population, making them 
virtual prisoners in their 
own territories. A circum- 
stance the Jordanian gov- 
ernment felt unable to con- 


done or swallow and made 
every diplomatic effort to 
convey its position to the 
Israeli government, to no 
avaiL 

The failure by Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres to lift or ease what 
was perceived as collective 
punishment that caused 
irreparable damage to the 
economy of the Palestinian 
areas and painful hardships 
to their inhabitants was 
strongly condemned by all 
our parliamentarians. 

Jordanians were further 
stunned by the extent of foe 
Israeli unwarranted and 


unnecessary campaign in 
South Lebanon. Infuriated 
by the level of destruction 
and bloodshed. Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
was compelled to make a 
move to stop the carnage. 

Realising that a coordi- 
nated effort with Syria was 
not a realistic target, Mr. 
Kabariti’s drive took him 
to Israel only to be rebuffed 
by foe election-motivated 
Peres. 

Reflecting our leader- 
ship’s exasperation with the 
Israeli premier, Jordanian 
political circles grew rest- 
less over die situation. 

No one more than Peres, 
it was said, was aware of 
Jordan’s favoured role as a 
moderating player in inter- 
Arab politics. Preventing 
Jordan from exercising that 
role, considered its regional 
raison-d’&re, while accept- 
ing Syria’s, not yet a peace 
partner for Israel, to play it 
was seen as a blow in foe 
face that could hardly be 
tolerated. 

Another of the circulated 
stories in Amman referred 
to lack of Labour Party con- 
sultations or coordination 
with Jordan on the matter of 
secret negotiations with 
leading members of the 
PLO on foe final status of 
Palestinian areas. Having 
dropped objections to the 
establishment of a Palestin- 
ian state in these areas with- 
out such consultations, the 
Labour Party was clearly 
disregarding Jordan’s 
strategic interests in foe 
West Bank, according to 
these stories. A statement 
by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak in the 
Jerusalem Post newspaper 


acknowledging that “Jor- 
dan has a central role in any 
final status agreement with 
the Palestinians” was 
described as a belated 
effort to rectify that “error”. 
To explain why it had hap- 
pened, Barak went out of 
his way to point out that “it 
would be unwise to discuss 
the nature of a link 
between Jordan — -which 
he called a stabilising factor 
— and the Palestinians at 
this point since both sides 
would then view it as inter- 
ference” 

.As an obvious indication 
of Jordan’s dismay and 
anger, Jordanian and Israeli 
observers said at the time, 
His Majesty King Hussein 
declined twice to meet with 
Peres. The first time, con- 
firmed by the Jerusalem 
Post, was following an invi- 
tation to meet with Mr 
Peres and President Clinton 
in Washington last month. 
Realising the extent of Jor- 
danian feelings towards 
him, Peres requested to 
maWf. a visit to Amman last 
week, meant as a pre-elec- 
tion gesture of goodwill, 
but was turned down again. 

While foe Post quoted 
certain sources as saying 
that King Hussein 
“declined to appear with 
Peres both times to main- 
tain neutrality between 
Labour and the Likud,” 
several Arab observers 
thought that the King’s 
refusal to meet with peace- 
partner Peres was a clear 
manifestation of dismay. 

Under normal dream- 
stances, no particular sig- 
nificance would have been 
attached to these develop- 
ments, which in feet were 
largely played down by Jar- 
daman officials. But an ear- 
lier visit made by Likud 
leader Beoyamin 

Netanyahu during which he 
met with the King and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan added an 
obvious significance to 
denying Mr. Peres’ 
requests, some reports said. 
Although 1 ™^* a while 
ago, foe visit provided Mr. 
Netanyahu with an oppor- 
tunity to outline Likud’s 
changed election platform, 
emphasising the party’s 
departure from ideological 
expansionist designs vis-k- 


vis Jordan. 

Peres, according to a well 
informed Israeli academic, 
was prevented from having 
a similar opportunity dur- 
ing which his government's 
position on the future of foe 
Palestinian territories 
would have been cleariy 
conveyed. The academic 
was quick to add, however, 
that no one in Jordan should 
underestimate the magni- 
tude and seriousness of the 
Labour Party's gesture to 
drop an earlier objection to 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state out of its 
manifesto. This step, he 
pointed out, would be total- 
ly unthinkable should foe 
Israeli electorate elect a 
Likud-led majority to the 
Kneset which, one might 
add, is a clear indication of 
how serious and keen 
Labour is to achieve peace 
on the basis .of “land-for- 
peace" formula. 

Some Israelis admit that 
lack of prior consultations 
on this very point may have 
been the cause of Jordanian 
apprehensions in the first 
place. A Likud promise of a 
more involved Jordanian 
role in foe West Bank looks 
like having contributed to 
the Jordanian leadership’s 
disaffection with Peres, 
they believe. However, if 
an article by the editor of Al 
Aswaq daily Mustafa Abu 
Libdeh, entitled “A Likud 
win may salvage the peace 
process” was meant to cany 
a message to the Israeli 
prime minister, it actually 
failed to do so. 

Other observers stress 
that if Abu Libdeh was try- 
ing to reflect an official Jor- 
danian view, he must have 
misconceived what he 
heard. At no point, a well- 
informed Israeli observer 
said, did Israel’s Labour 
government ignore Jordan’s 
strategic interests in foe 
West Bank as emphasised 
by Foreign Minister Barak 
in his Jerusalem Post inter- 
view. Peres has repeatedly 
indicated favouring a con- 
federation between Jordan 
and the Palestinians. 
Recognising Jordan’s spe- 
cial role in the holy places 
of Jerusalem is another 
example of the Labour 
Party’s commitment to Jor- 
dan. Nothing has changed. 


the observer concluded. 

Jordanian leading of Abu 
Libdeh’s article is some- 
what more heated Several 
columnists dismissed its 
tone and foundations and 
expressed serious doubts 
about the prospects of forg- 
ing a working relationship 
between a Likud-led Israel 
and Jordan. 

No matter what 
Netanyahu may have advo- 
cated during his visit here, 
the Jordanian public gener- 
ally mistrusts the man and 
his party, notwithstanding 
the shattered image of Peres 
following Israel’s atrocities 
in South Lebanon. The bot- 
tom line in all circulating 
arguments in Jordan stress- 
es that before reaching a 
just and comprehensive 
solution that gives foe 
Palestinians the right to 
sel f-deierminau on and 
statehood, no Jordanian 
would feel safe about 
Likud’s ideological plans, 
in spite of the change in life 
party’s election platform 
regarding Jordan. If the 
Palestinian problem is not 
solved on Palestinian soil, a 
Jordanian columnist wrote 
recently, it will have to be 
solved somewhere else. 

While expressing opti- 
mistic caution, Jordanians 
do take comfort with 
regards to foe border issue, 
following the demarcation 
of international borders 
under the Jordan-Israel 
treaty. The question is to 
whai extent Israel will, 
under a Likud government, 
respect these borders. 

We can hardly forget that 
Likud Party leaders, includ- 
ing the adventurous Gener- 
al Ariel Sharon, have, for 
years, promoted what has 
been tided the “Alternative 
Home” for foe Palestinians. 
According to their schemes, 
the geographical area of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan is part of historical 
Palestine. Hence, they 
claimed, it is there where 
the Palestinians should 
establish their stale. Should 
foe Israeli electorate vote 
the Likud Party into office, 
who is to guarantee that this 
dangerous political objec- 
tive may not be revived one 
way or the other despite the 
change in the Likud’s elec- 
tion platform or treaty 


obligations? With the 
party’s alliance with 
extreme right-wing Tsomet 
and Moledet, which are 
committed to foe “transfer” 
programme, this objective 
will no longer be a far- 
fetched possibility. It will 
be a time-bomb ready to 
explode when regional cir- 
cumstances permit 

By way of hedging, polit- 
ical lobbies in Jordan are 
actively involved at present 
in advocating a post Pales- 
tinian independence con- 
federation to prevent a de 
facto Likud package. This, 
it is said, was cleariy con- 
veyed to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat during the 
recent three-way summit in 
Cairo so as to allay his fears 
and suspicions. 

Once Israeli elections are 
out of the way, Jordanians 
expect there will be a 
speedy commencement of 
serious and business-like 
negotiations on foe Syrian- 
Lebanese track as well as 
within the isnteli-Palestin- 
ian “final phase” frame- 
work, covering the more 
intractable issues such as 
Jerusalem, foe settlements, 
the refugees, borders etc. 

It goes without saying 
that an Israeli Labour gov- 
ernment recognises Jor- 
dan’s strategic interests in 
achieving a comprehensive 
and acceptable settlement 
of all these issues. Although 
we may not expect an easy 
solution to the problems of 
Jerusalem or the refugees, 
these are issues of particu- 
lar prominence on the Jor- 
danian agenda. 

Peace is bound to come, 
sooner or later, but without 
quick and humane action to 
alleviate the Palestinian * 
sufferings it wii! W a b**f * 
peace and would cenaimy 
not be a lasting one. 


Dr. Mutawi is working as a 
media consultant in Amman 
and London. He worked as 
a media adviser at the 
Royal Court and also as a 
producer with the BBC 
Radio and Television. He is 
the author of the book, 
“ Jordan in the 1967 war”. 
He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 


King reaffirms commitments 


(Continued from page 1) 


the genuine Israeli desire to 
withdraw from the Lebanese 
territories.” 

Jordan’s relations with 
Kuwait, King Hussein said, 
have been restored to nor- 
mal Jordan has always been 
keen on maintaining brother- 
ly relations with all Arab 
brethren, he said. Relations 


between Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia have grown stronger 
than they were before, he 
said, adding that Jordan 
would like to base these rela- 
tions on solid ground in order 
not to allow any party to 
undermine or damage Jor- 
dan’s ties with other Arab 
countries. 


Different experience for Israelis 

(Continued from page 1) 


The winner of the pre- 
miership is roost likely to 
succeed in forming a govern- 
ment because several parties 
have already announced their 
willingness to join govern- 
ment regardless of the pre- 
mier’s affiliation. 

Mr. Peres’ announcement 
that any agreement with the 
Palestinians and Syria will 
have to be approved by a 
plebiscite was aimed at facili- 
tating the entry into govern- 
ment by various parties. 

There is a likelihood that 
Mr. Netanyahu might win if 
the opinion polls prove to be 
flawed. In 'this case Mr. 
Netanyahu could also form a 
government with the help of 
religious and other small par- 
ties. Mr. Netanyahu could 
alsn invite Labour to join in a 
“national unity government” 
in view of foe serious issues 


facing the country, especially 
foe negotiations with the 
Palestinians and Syria. 

Rumours are spreading in 
Israel that Mr. Peres could 
run as candidate for the post 
of the U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al to succeed Boutros Ghali if 
be fails in the elections. 


Arab Israeli participation 
in the elections is expected to 
reach 86 per cent, up from 69 
per cent in the previous elec- 
tions. They represent 16 per 
cent of foe total number of 
the electorate. 


Mr. Peres does not enjoy a 
majority of the Jewish voters 
and so he naturally depends 
on the Arab votes. After the 
Israeli latest blitz on Lebanon 
the Arabs threatened to cast 
blank ballots but Mr. Peres, 
has improved his stand 
among foe Arab voters. 


Kabul coalition talks under way 


(Contmned from page 12) 


also joined government 
forces as part of an agree- 
ment to establish a joint 
security force for Kabul. 

Over the weekend, Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s gunmen fought 
side-by-side with government 
troops against rebel Taliban 
forces southeast of Kabul. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said mean- 
while he will send 30,000 
fighters to defend Kabul 
against the Taliban. 

His Hezb-e-Islami "is now 
committed under foe accord 
with Mr. Rabbani to defend 
foe Afghan capital, he told 
the Arab newspaper Al 
Hayat. 

“Already after the 
announcement of last’ Friday 


accord, foe Taliban positions 
have moved back 20 
kilometres from around 
Kabul. What will they do if 
we intervene militarily along- 
side foe government?” he 
asked. 


He said the accord with 
Mr. Rabbani was designed to 
“counter the American plans 
to divide Afghanistan,” and 
he ruled out mediation by the 
United Nations. 


“When a member of the 
U.S. Senate visited Afghanis- 
tan and recommended that 
U.N. mediator Mahmoud Al 
Mistirir ^ -rhr.mxu. ihe lat- 
ter was given instructions to 
resign,” he said. 


Crown Prince meets Saudi team 


(Contfaned from page 1) 


Saudi Arabia, Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan was ready to 
play its role and provide foe 
services and participate in 
joint investments and free 
trade zones. 

The private sectors in 
Saudi Arqjria and Jordan, 
Prince Hassan said, must 
adapt to the requirements of 
the new stage, adding that 
holding companies created by 
foe private sector could de- 
velop agriculture and water 
resources and increase food 
production. 

Referring to foe differ- 
ences between the Saudi and 


Jordanian economies, he said 
that the Jordanian gross 
domestic product was esti- 
mated at $5 billion compared 
to Saudi Arabia’s $120 bil- 
lion. Such disparity does not 
prevent foe two sides to work 
towards integration, he said. 
He expressed hope that offi- 
cials and business people 
from both sides would suc- 
ceed in promoting economic 
and trade ties between the 
two countries. 


The Saudi businessmen de- 
legation earlier visited the 
Sahab Industrial Oty. 


Cabinet endorses draft laws 


(Continued from page 1) 


by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion to restructure it is the 
first step towards a better and 
more efficient official 
media,” he said. 

Nidal Man sour, editor-in- 
chief of Al Hadath weekly 
newspaper, agreed with Dr. 
Muasher and referred to foe 
majority of people, who, he 
said, depend on other region- 
al and international radio sta- 
tions as major sources of 
their news. 

Dr. Fanek rejected Mr. 
Mansour’s argument and said 
that during the Gulf war in 
1990 Jordan radio was a ma- 
jor source of news to many 
foreigners who wanted to get 
foe “other opinion.” 

Dr. Fanek also opposed 
plans to abolish the Ministry 
of Information. 

“Abolishing the Informa- 
tion Ministry means that the 
Jordanian state is giving up 
its arms,” he said. 

While Dr. Fanek tried to 
support bis argument by 
saying that all Arab countries 
do not have an information 
ministry, Dr. Muasher coun- 
tered by saying that why 
should Jordan not be foe first 
in taking such a step. 

Dr. Muasher ad(ted that 
there were uim) pian> to res- 
tructure foe Press and Pub- 
lications Department so that 
it could play an institutional 
role m expressing the posi- 
tion of the government rather 
than playing the role of moni- 
toring and watching the 


press. 

The minister stressed the 
need to introduce reform to 
official media organisations 
and to adopt a new modern 
information, saying that past 
information policies were not 
“conducive to expressing the 
stand of the state in any 
way.” 

Yousef Mansour, an eco- 
nomic advisor at foe Ministry 
of Planning, supported full 
privatisation of the official 
media, but warned that the 
institutions need time before 
entering a competitive mar- 
ket. 

Dr. Mansour, who is also a 
columnist for the Jordan 
Times, said foe official media 
most be privatised in order 
for it to be able to compete in 
a free market where citizens 
have access to foreign media 
organisations. 

He said privatising the 
radio and television would 
result in developmg the per- 
formance of these institutions 
because they would be oper- 
ating on commercial basis 
whidi would mean working 
to meet foe market’s de- 
mands for efficient and com- 
petitive product. 

The new draft laws which 
the government adopted 
Tuesday are widely seen to 
lead to a controversial debate 
at foe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment where many deputies 
advocate strict government 
monitoring and control of 
radio and television. 


Kabariti 


(Continued from page 1) 


alien to the teachings of Islam 
which advocates tolerance.” 
Referring to France’s poli- 
tical stands and the killing of 
the monks, foe statement 
said: “The Jordanian people 
deeply appreciate the posi- 
tive development in France's 
foreign policy, especially in 
the light of the latest Israeli 
aggression on Lebanon and 


the dispute between Yemen 
and Eritrea as well as Paris' 


stand vis-a-vis the embargo 
on Iraq and the Bosnian 
question. 

“The Jordanian parliament' 
looks forward to the day 
when Algeria overcomes its 
present crisis and restores 
stability and peace,” addeti 
the statement. 


Peres, Netanyahu end campaign 


(Continued from page 1) 


opinion polls show a virtual 
tie in the prime ministerial 
race since foe gap between 
Mr. Peres and Mr. Netany- 
ahu was equal to foe surveys* 
margin of error. 

Boosted by the latest polls 
— which compare to a 15- 
point lead for Mr. Peres three 
months ago — an upbeat 
Netanyahu predicted “an in- 
teresting surprise" in 
Wednesday's vote. 

“We’re going to win, our 
polls show we have a 52-48 
per cent lead,” he told a 
meeting of Likud campaign 
workers in a brief pep talk 
here. 

Meanwhile foe elections 
got off to a highly symbolic 
start as soldiers deployed in 
Palestinian and Lebanese ter- 
ritories cast ballots a day 
ahead. 

Rather than soldiers troop- 
ing to the polls it was the 
ballot boxes which came to 
foe army units deployed at 
checkpoints on the Israel- 
West Bank border and other 
occupation outposts. 

Army trucks, each guarded 
by a sergeant and two other 
soldiers, rolled into the bases 
beginning at 7:00 a.m. under 
the responsibility of the 
army. 

The blue ballot box, bear- 
ing foe symbol of tbe Israel 
state, was set up on an out- 
door table, held in place 
against the hot wind by a few 
stones. 

Like their civilian counter- 
parts. each soldier received a 
white envelope and ballots 
for foe Knesset election and 
yellow ones for the dose 
prime ministerial race. 


After pladng the ballots of 
their choice in the envelopes, 
the soldiers then put these 
into a larger third envelope, 
marked with rbeir army ID 
number in a security measure 
to ensure soldiers do not vote 
twice, once as a serviceman 
and once as a civilian. 

Israeli security forces 
meanwhile arrested nine sus- 
pected Palestinian activists 
overnight on the West Bank, 
a spokesman said. 

The nine were detained 
daring operations in the 
Jenin and Hebron regions on 
charges of “belonging to or 
aiding hostile organisations,” 
the military's term for sus- 
pected members of the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 


Government offidals say 
the groups want to carry out 
another major attack ahead 
of Wednesday's election in 
hopes of swinging tbe vote to 
the right and torpedoing Mr. 
Peres* efforts to solidify the 
peace process. 


To prevent the attacks, the* 
army has barred all move- 
ment of Palestinians and 
goods from the territories 
into Israel until after the elec- 
tion, although the govern- 
ment announced Tuesday 
that 50 Palestinian journalists 
would be given special per- 
mission to cover Wednes- 
day’s voting. 

Some 20,000 soldiers and 
policemen plus 3-4,000 dvil 
guards were deployed Tues- 
day in an unprecedented 
security operation for the 
election, police spokesman 
Eric Bar Chen said. 




Iconomy 
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Asians, China challenge U.S. 
economic race — study 



GENEVA l Rl — The United 
States is strengthening its 
position as the world's most 
competitive economy but 
faces a long' term challenge 
from the dynamism of Asian 
countries including China, 
according to a report . 

The report, from the 
Lusanne international 
institute for Management 
Development (IMD). found 
Singapore in second place 
behind the United States but 
noted two "remote but 

brilliant stars" in reforming 
New Zealand and Chile. 

"The United States has 
reinforced its leadership 
■*«• ! ron in world 

v‘onipctiiivcness...And has 
even increased its lead over 
other nations." said the 
import, based cm statistics and 

• k'tailed opinion survey 
lop executives around 
•he g* .‘be. 

S-.ir IMD Professor 
Si.-plnnc G.ireHi. director of 
:he project, said the results 
••ve.v likely to fuel debate on 
the social cost of the new 
1\S. <;urge -- which had seen 
lien<::tts go largely to 
c-'iiip.inics and financial 
: r.i;ii::ions. 

Tii,* report, ranking 46 
n'.rics. forms the 
piece of the first World 
Competitiveness Yearbook. 
:o ec issued by the IMD. one 
of Europe's most respected 
management schools. 

For seven years, the IMD 
published an annual report 
together with the Geneva- 
based World Economic 
Forum, organiser of the an- 
nual gathering of business 
j ; I LY-iiiicai leaders in the 


Swiss mountain resort of 
Davos. 

The joint report has been 
widely used by private busi- 
nesses around the world in as- 
sessing risk and making key 
investment decisions, panic-- 
ulaly in emerging economies. 

But last year the two 
decided to go their own ways. 
The Forum, which before 
linking with IMD published 
its own survey, is issuing its 
1996 world competitiveness 
report next week. 

IMD says it assesses 
competitiveness through 
"analysis of the mechanisms 
leading to. wealth creation in 
a nation" partly based on a 
survey considering eight 
different factors answered by 
3.162 top executives around 
the world. 

Key among these is 
'domestic economy" where, 
although the United States 
also led, Asian states took 
six of the top 10 positions - 
with China second, 
Singapore third. South Korea 
fourth. Japan fifth. Malaysia 
seventh and Hong Kong 
eighth. 

Dr. Garelii said this result 
showed the "dynamic state" 
of the regional economy, 
whose growth, size and sta- 
bility were the key ingredi- 
ents that would attract more 
and more foreign companies. 

The other seven factors 
covered by the report are 
internationalisation, 
government, management, 
finance. infrastructure, 
science and technology, and 
people -- or work force 
quality. ' 

In overall terms a 


struggling Japan, which had 
dominated the 

competitiveness league 
during the 1980s and early 
1990s but lost its top place 
to the United States two years 
ago. was in fourth place be- 
hind Hong Kong. 

"The implication is that 
Japan needs to face long-term 
structural problems so that it 
can adapt its political system 
and reform society." the IMD 
said. 

Moving up to fifth place 
from seventh in last year's 
joint report was Denmark, 
with Norway sixth, 
Netherlands seventh and 
Luxembourg eighth. 
-Switzerland, down from fifth 
lasL year, was ninth, and 
Germany, down from sixth, 
was 10th. 

Singapore's success from a 
small home base rested on the 
fact that it had created "a very 
successful model charac- 
terised by a highly effective 
government, a sound structure 
in finance and a good perfor- 
mance in management. " ‘ 

New Zealarfd, 1 1th. and 
Chile. I3th.' proved that in a 
globalised economy distance 
was a declining barrier to 
competitiveness, the IMD 
said. Both ranked in the top 
10 for domestic economy and 
for management. 

Under government, in. 
which countries arc assessed, 
on the degree to which' 
government policies aid 
competitiveness. New 
Zealand ranked third for the 
second year in a row and 
Chile moved up from sixth to 
fifth. 


Bank of Israel 
raises interest rate 


TEL AVIV <R) — The inde- 
pendent Bank or Israel, 
.^rugging off public senti- 
ment and general elections , 
has announced an interest 
rate rise citing rising infla- 
tion and a heated .economy. 

The central bank raised its 
key lending rate, which 
commercial banks pay at 
daily and weekly monetary 
tenders, by 0.7 percentage 
point for June to an annu- 
alised 15.5 per cent. 

Commercial banks fol- 
lowed suit, hiking their 
prime rates by 0.7 percent- 
age point to an annualised 
17.0 per cent. 

The rate increase was in 
line with market expecta- 


tions. following the high 
1.7 per cent increase in 
April's consumer price 
index. 

Last month the central 
bank raised interest- rates by 
0.8 -percentage poihiJ • 

it said it was important to 
restrain monetary policy to 
meet the government's 1996 
inflation target of 8-10 per 
cent. 

Most economists said an- 
other rate increase was in- 
evitable given that inflation 
is running at an annual rate 
of 14 per cent. Still, some 
had thought the bank would 
hold off until after elections 
for a new parliament and 


prime minister. 

But banking sources said 
the' central bank, which acts 
alone in determining interest 
rates, decided to behave as if 
this was a regular month 
.rather than an election pe- 
riod. ... . . 

Bank of Israel governor 
Jacob Frenkel is virtually 
assured of being reappointed 
to a second five-year terra in 
August. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres of Labour has already 
announced he will reappoint 
Dr Frenkel if reelected. Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
has also spoken highly of 
the governor. 


THE Daily Crossword by Albert J. Klaus 


ACROSS 
1 Mimic 
5 Blackthorns 
10 Black, to poets 

14 Bathe 

15 Punctuation 
mark 

16 Prod 

17 God of war 
is Red as — 

19 Irritate 

£C Darryl of 
baseball 
".2 River to the 
3a)tic 

23 — Cruces, TX 

24 Fruit of the vine 
Units of 
illumination 

29 Have being 

31 Plaster of Paris 

34 was going 

to..." 

35 Seif 

36 Worker on 
pictures 

37 A world boxing 
champ 

41 Dealer 

42 Assistance 

43 “ — Got Your 

Numoei* 

44 Small fish 

45 Stout 

46 Crane or heron 

43 Fencing swords 

50 Falher 

51 Fabric used for 
stuffing 

53 1991 World 
Series player 
5S Concerning 

60 Romeo 

61 Essence 

52 Gang or mob 
end 

63 "—we all?" 

64 She, in Sedan 

65 Ophidian 
sound 

66 Irritable 

67 Appear 

DOWN 

1 "Oh. woe!" 

2 Portion 

3 Always 
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1 

2 

3 

4 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




IB 





19 




20 




21 






22 





23 




24 


25 



SSSI 

26 

27 

28 
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29 

30 

. 

■ 

31 



32 

33 

34 
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36 ' 






37 



38 

39 




40 







41 






■ 

42 




43 



44 





■ 

45 



■ 

46 

47 




■ 

51 

■ 

48 



49 



SO 



ISfeslB 

52 



1 

b3 


54 

55 




56 

57 

58 

by 




60 





1 

61 




62 




63 





64 




65 




66 





67 





Alt rights reserved. 

4 Used-car 
transaction 

5 Strikebreakers 

6 Ear part 

7 Hebrew 
measure 

8 Become visible 

9 Butterfly 

10 Frenchman, e.g. 

11 Wedding 
ceremony girl 

12 Eye amorously 

13 — do-well 
21 Existed 

25 Field: pref. 

26 Endures 

27 Appropriate 
26 Reefers 

29 Turkish leader 

30 Kingly 

32 Wait on tables 

33 Command 

35 Goof 

36 Supplied with 
nourishment 

38 Devices that 
adjust to fit 

39 Nerve network 



40 Fabricate 

45 Beached 

46 Bankroll 

47 Maxims 

49 Conspicuous 

success 

50 Unwashed 


51 Party 

52 — spumante 

54 Burl of music 

55 Furnished 

56 Base 

57 Man or Capri 

58 Goblet part 


Jordanian, 

Palestinian 

officials 

discuss 

economic 

relations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian officials 
Tuesday discussed scopes of 
increasing commercial ex- 
change and the Jordaman- 
Palestinian trade agreement, 
in addition to the situation of 

the Palestinian market 

Addressing the meeting, 
which was organised by the 
Jordanian Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation, and the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary-General 
Mohammad Smadi said the 
Jordanian-Palestinian trade 
agreement was the first 
Jordanian-Palestinian free 
trade agreement. It is gov- 
erned by the Israeli- 
Palestinian economic agree- 
ment, which specifies the 
quality and quantity of com- 
modities the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
can import. 

Dr. Smadi said the restric-. 
tions on Palestinian- 
Jordanian trade were gov- 
erned by the criteria laid 
down by the Israeli side on 
the flow of goods through the 
crossing points. 

Dr. Smadi stressed the 
need for Jordan to know the 
various aspects of the 
Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ments, and called for joining 
hand to try to remove the 
obstacles at the crossing 
points. 

Deputy Palestinian Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Samir Halilieh said the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement 
sought to achieve two major 
obj ectives. 

He said the Palestinian and 
Israeli sides have agreed to 
expand the lists of Palestinian 
imports and to increase the 
number of Jordanian trades 
carrying Jordanian goods to 
die PNA areas to 50 tracks a 
day. 


OECD cuts European 
growth projections, sees 
sharper Japan upturn 


PARIS (AFP) — Germany is 
likely to record a barely pos- 
itive growth rate of 0.5 per. 
cent this year, the OECD said 
Monday, announcing a sharp 
downward revision of its 
.growth projections for 
'Europe but a better than ex- 
pected figure for Japan. 

The Japanese economy, 
now slowly emerging from 
the doldrums, may now grow 
by 2.2 per cent this year and 
a healthy 2.4 per cent in 
1997. it said. 

A summary of the latest 
forecasts by the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) pre- 
pared for its annual ministe- 
rial meeting put growth in 
the OECD area overall at 2.1 
per cent this year, virtually 
unchanged from a revised 1.9 
per cent in 1995. 

This was half a point be- 
low projections by OECD 
forecasters last December, 
when they estimated last 
year's growth at 2.4 per cent 
and predicted 2.6 per cent for- 
this year, rising to 2.8 per 
cent in 1997. 

For OECD Europe, they 
now expect a poor 1.6 per 
cent this year but a recovery 
to 2.7 per cent in 1997, the 
same as the region's 1995 
performance. 

Germany, initially ex- 
pected to grow by 2.4 per 
cent this year and' 2.7 per- 
cent in 1997, suffered the 
sharpest downward revision 
at respectively 0 J and 2.4 

per cenL 

OECD chief economist 
Kumi Sbigehara said the rea- 
son was an excessive appre- 
ciation of the German mark 
against the U.S. dollar last 
year- 

Outgoing OECD Secretary 
General Jean-CIaude Paye 
told a news conference the 
slowdown that hit Europe at 
the. end of last year now ap- 
peared to have given way to 


an upturn. 

Outside Europe, the OECD 
now expects more moderate 
expansion in the United 
States at 2.3 per cent this 
year, falling off to 2.0 per 
cent in 1997, while six- 
months ago the figures 
mooted were 2.7 and 2.8 per 
cent. 

Mr. Shigehara explained. 

that this was mainly due to 
technical factors as the U.S. 
has recently revamped its na- 
tional accounting system. 

The 1996 forecast for the 
U.S. has in fact been adjusted 
upwards from 1.9 per cent at 
the beginning of May. as a 
result of news that the econ- 
omy grew at an annual rate of 
2.8 per cent in the first quar- 
ter. 

The best news was for 
Japan which will no longer 
be the laggard among the 
key economies this year. 

At 2.2 per cent, a quarter- 
point better than expected 
six months ago, its econ- 
omy will grow faster than 
the OECD average this year 
for the first time since 1991. 

- Japan will also be ex- 
panding at a faster clip than 
the four major European' 
countries. Among Germany's 
partners, the OECD now. 
expects lack-lustre growth of 
about 1.0 per cent in France 
and 2.0 per cent for Italy and. 
Britain, delegation sources 
said. 

Canada meanwhile looks 
likely to top the group of 
seven (G-7) growth league 
this year at about 2.4 per 
cent, which will neverthe- 
less be 0.6 points less than 
the 3.0 per cent rate expected 
by the OECD six months 


ago. 

The OECD meanwhile re- 
• ported a one-point upward 
revision of Germany's job- 
less rate at an average of 
10.3 per cent this year, up 
from 9.4 per cent in 1995, 
and foresaw a further 
marginal rise to 10.4 per 
cent in 1997. . 

For OECD Europe it pro- 
jected a slight decrease from 
an unchanged 10.5 per cent 
this year to 10.4 per cent in 
1997, while some further 
improvement in the U.S. and 
Japan would offset the wors- 
ening in Europe and leave 
the rates for OECD overall 
unchanged at respectively 

7.7 and 7.6 per cenL 

OECD forecasters ex- 
pected slightly higher infla- 
tion figures in the U.S. than 
initially projected but some 
further improvement in 
Europe and Japan, leaving 
the OECD average - exclud- 
ing Turkey and Mexico -- 
steadied at about 1.9 per 
cent. 

They also said they ex- 
pected Japan's current ac- 
count surplus to decline from 
2.2 per cent of GDP in 1995 
to about 1.6 per cent next 
year, with a parallel drop in 
the U.S .deficit from 2.1 to 

1.8 per cent of GDP. 

As for short term interest 
rates, the OECD said they 
might remain broadly un- 
changed in the U.S.,rise 
somewhat to 0.9 per cent by 
next year in Japan, but come 
down by a full point from the 
1995 average to 3.5 per cent 
in Germany and by 1.5 point 
to 5.5 per cent on average in 
the four major European 
countries. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“We watch TV at work and my boss 
hasn’t got a clue. We told him ifs 
an Oprah screen saver.” 


I® 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
tour ordnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Miko Argirion 


He can pass everything 


CIH 

IRB • 



□ 

f s 

’■yv 


enaMM iMa SMcm kc. 
MtlgtoUmaa 


SMIPK 


uz 

□ 



CHUNAH 


nr 

^ > 



Answer 


Ybsterda/s 


AN EXPENSIVE 
GAS GUZZLER 
QUICKLY BE- 
COMES THIS. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

■* nmn nxmn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AWFUL OFTEN CASKET NEPHEW 
Answer: Why the upholsterer became a success — 

HE KNEW HIS STUFF 


R 

EOCAN 





□ 

□ 

□ 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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ogt. vrsvHCKxnoH ormumONM. north 
MraUSVMKJOEK. 


STDPAAQANfNG/ I 
I WOMAN. SOME 
POCK LOSSES f 
■pONTHAVSj 
■ A MAN TO -4 
RU N ABOUND | 
■AFTER. 



JUST STOP AND 
THRJK-WHAr 
SCRTOPUFB V 
WOULD YOU MAC 

TO/flBPr 
Z 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



forecast for wednes-^v 

DAY, MAY 29, 1996 ^ 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrdo- 
ger, Carroll Fighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make sure you 
carry through with what 
you have planned for to- 
day and get very good 
results, provided you are 
careful with credit or 
financial operations. 
Tonight will be a good 
time to meet with some 
close friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You had better 
postpone going after new 
interests today since you 
would meet with obstacles 
and delays which could be 
costly not only to you 
financially, but it could 
seriously damage your 
reputation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) This is a good time to 
seek the advice from ex- 
perts on the best method 
to improve your business 
affairs today, and by doing^ ■ 
so you will avoid getting 
into some difficulty which 
could be embarrassing to 
you in the long run. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2J.) Be 
careful in speaking either 
with your fellow associates 
or outsiders today, other- 
wise you could offend 
someone who will be very 
supportive in whatever is 
your career activities for 
the days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) It is important that 
you follow the directions 
of those who are in control 
today, so you do not rock 
the boat in terms of your 
career activities. Do not 
allow a feUow assotiAte/!^ • 
who has a chip on his or 
her shoulder to upset you. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is the 
day today to get your 
capabilities recognised by 
those individuals who can 
be of great assistance in 
the success of you chosen 
career and thereby assur- 
ing the progress which is 
so important to you at this 
time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is not a 
good time to bring up any 
moot points at home 
otherwise you will thereby 
avoid controversy. You 
should wait until a more 
appropriate period of time 
to invite guests into your 
residence. V", 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Use tact in 
all form of communicat- 
ing, be it telephone, writ- 
ten or spoken, otherwise 
there will be a severance 
Of valuable connections, 
which has taken to much 
effort or patience to estab- 
lish in the first place. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem-. 
ber 22 to December . 21) 
Handle relatively unim- 
portant matters today 
since they are an integral 
part of the final game plan 
which you have developed 
in your mind for your suc- 
cess. Later tonight will be 
good for sparkling con- 
versation between friends. 
CAPRICORN: (Decern^ 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
do not feel sure of yourself 
during the morning hours 
today, so it is advisable 
that you do not make any 

important decisions until 

iater in the day for the 
odds of success to improve 
id your favor. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You want 
to get nd of all your diffi- 
culties whether they be 
financial or career related 
today, however it would 
be wise to handle any of 

c0l ? ceri >» with kid 
gloves, thereby avoiding 

you do not 

(February 20 to 
^ 20) A Sly big 
wig could give vou idefs 

fine today, thqg^ 

wnid be unusable at thif 
toe so be patient for the 
n3^ P * nate “toent and 

you h aV e come across to 
— -'citrine 01 







Business & Finance 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 29, 1996 


Indian, Jordanian firms 
seek to enhance ties in 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals 


*|g 

10 you 

l! could 

ge your 


Jordanian and Indian businessmen deliberate 
over potential cooperation in the chemicals 


and pharmaceutical sectors at a meeting held 
in Amman Tuesday. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — There is a veiy 
good scope for cooperation 
between Indian and 
Jordanian companies in 
' pharmaceutical and chemical 
industries, and Indian firm's 
stand ready to emer joint 
ventures here, a visiting del- 
egation said Sunday. 

The group, representing 
Indian manufacturers and ex- 
porters of basic chemicals 
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AMMAN riNANCXAZ. MAHK31T 
HODSEKG BAMK CENTER AKSZUT - flEHEIS&H" 

TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

OBfl X M IZP SWWOET SHAM PRICE LIST FOR TUSSDAT 28/09/1996 


PAST 12 
Hrtat — 


MCrrrHK 

— Com 


s crMparry ■ g wrme 
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DIV. 


SO. 

OP 

*rr>juiB. 


vo. or 

SHAMS 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 



CHANGS 


4. 350 

4.150 

JOR.naiTOKRL ax. 

13. S 

3 13 

s 

«?b0 

4.740 

4.250 

CAIRO JUfiOX BOSK 

11.1 

2. 17 

1 

5000 

3. BOO 

3.250 

BARE Of JOK9AZI 

12.3 

0.00 

1 

1000 

Z- 700 

2.300 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.4 

5.57 

2 

1500 

X.OAfl 

2, bOO 

JOa. KUWAIT BANE 

20.4 

0.00 

12 

1417 

2 . son 

.£20 

JOR.GOU BftXX 

5.8 

7 .22 

20 

23800 

6.2.00 

.1.300 

JOS. ISLAMIC BAXK 

19.1 

0.00 

8 

3100 

4.450 

3.300 

JOR . Ti*v . riR . BARK 

19.3 

0.00 

2 

221 

1.300 

.410 

AMMAN HANK TTJV. 

<3 

0.00 

24 

48592 

5.85C 

4.750 

ARAB OA NXia« OU. 

24. ft 

0.00 

1 

SOD 

1.930 

1.070 

PEILRDEL.IEV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

6 

2100 

3 XStR SECTOR TOTALS XK&EXf 2 

75.51 *C2fGi 

-0.03 

S3 

91505 


19006 

23000’ 

3410 

3bb3 

3975 

23086 

12294 

789 

23666 

2375 

2493 


4.48 

4.60 

3.41 

2.31 

2.81 

.97 

3.99 

3.57 

.51 

4.75 

1.20 


4.47 
4. CD 
3.41 
2.37 
2.81 
.57 
3.97 
3.57 
.48 
4.75 
1.18 


. 01 - 


.06+ 


.02 


.03- 


. 02- 


117753 


1.020 1.600 ARABIAN 3EAS ENSUR. 

4 1.500 1.450 CNIVBRSAL IXSCR. 

* 2 . 400 2.900 XA2M0UX mSTS. 

4.600 4.6UU PIELADELPCIA INSUR. 

2.630 2.400 AOjyj OKI. I STL. INCUR. 


11.7 

10.3 

9 

13.6 

6.1 


4.69 
0.00 
0.00 
a. oo 
0.00 


100 

100 

2000 

100 

100 


160 

140 

5600 

460 

260 


1.60 

1.45 

2.90 

4.6C 

2.60 


1.60 

1.40 

2.80 

4.60 

2.60 


.05 • 
. 10 - 



THSURAKCE SECTOR 

TUT&LU CNUfcXt 124 

40 £Ctu;-. 

-0.22 

& 

Z4UU 

6620 





1.960 

1.530 

JOR. ELECTRIC PER. 

11.0 

7.55 

29 

21991 

.15047 

1.60 

1.59 

.Dl- 


1.160 

.900 

REAL ESTATE ZKV. 

20.9 

3.36 

A 

1500 

1474 

.46 

.94 

.□2 


1.370 

.900 

JORDAN HfTL.TRAD. 

16.9 

o.os 

i 

100D 

900 

.90 

.40 



3.660 

3.090 

ARAB INTL. IUV.EDCC. 

12.5 

6.35 

7 

1287 

4043 

3.16 

3.15 

.01- 


1.550 

.980 

2JLRKA education 

9 

0.00 

10 

5426 

5317 

.99 

.96 

.01- 


2.570 

1.B70 

ram ed co. 

ii. a 

4. 76 

22 

11500 

24118 

- 2.12 

2.09 

.03- 

a 

l.aoo 

.320 

UNION LAND DEV. 

B 

0.00 

IB 

12000 

12779 

1.07 

1.06 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS :S3IX: 116 

24 KCBfli 

-0.34 

92 

54704 

63626 





4.120 

3.340 

COR. CEH23T FACT. 

20,0 

2.87 

19 

8933 

31136 

3.50 

3.49 

.01- 


5.360 

4. V.O 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

10. Z 

3.74 

4 

1500 

8025 

5.37 

5.35 

.02- 


11.150 

a. 900 

ilDR . RKTHflT.-HNV !N»aV 

*.1.7 

5.B7 

10 

1/70 

18059 

10.18 

ID. 22 

.04* 


a. ooo 

7.000 

.IOHUAN TANNINE* 

7.7 

5.03 

2 

58 

415 

7.10 

7.15 

- OS* 


8.900 

7.100 

JCJK.WaKSTKU KILLS 

9.2 

3.47 

4 

5000 

3WJ0U 

7.25 

7.20 

.05- 


B.B70 

3.660 

ARAB TKARK. KA3TT. 

20.9 

S.25 

12 

2900 

11072 

3.Rli 

3.81 

.05— 


6.450 

5.800 

JORiGSRASIC IHD. 

7.6 

3.97 

4 

3336 

21029 

6.3A 

6.30 

-06- 


2.590 

1.620 

RAFTA INDUSTRIES 

F 

0.00 

1 

200 

340 

1.76 

1.70 

.06- 

+ 

6.400 

4.750 

ARAB ALUM. INS. 

7.3 

6.6C 

10 

4600 

21440 

4.77 

4.65 

.12- 


-740 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTRZ 

9 

0.00 

41 

65261 

41299 

.64 

.64 

- 


1.540 

1.240 

ARAB PAPER COMV.TRD. 

8.4 

6.35 

11 

4060 

5071 

1.27 

1.24 

.03- 


1.450 

.840 

NATIONAL IKD5. 

12.6 

7,06 

4 

4000 

3400 

.66 

.65 

.01- 


2.950 

1.060 

ZNTERM8D.PSIR0.CHSM. 

9 

0.00 

92 

25500 

36256 

1.48 

1.41 

.07- 


1.320 

.830 

SOR. ROCKWOOL liras. 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 
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1.11 

1.0S 

.03- 


5.300 

2.650 

NATL -CABLE S1RE-KPAC 

20.4 

0.00 

1 
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1340 

3.30 

3.35 
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1.940 

.950 

JOR. SULPHO-CBSW 

9 

‘0.00 
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£S00 
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1.14 
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20.5 
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1.190 
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24 
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.000 

.700 
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19.7 

0.00 

10 

10700 

7910 

.75 

.74 

.01- 


1.000 

.760 

UNION ZKV. SO* 

78.4 

0.00 

7 

4500 

1440 

.82 

.82 
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1.590 

.630 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

31 
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6953 

.80 
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.700 

.340 
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9 

0.00 

16 
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S747 
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.630 
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E 

0-00 

w 
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7905 

.71 

.70 
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2.000 

1.300 
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B 

0.00 

7 
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2C307 

1.60 

1.59 
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1.270 
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NATL. TEXTILE 

0 

0.00 

3 
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673 

.69 

,67 

.02- 


1-1 00 

.700 
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E 

o.au 

19 
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6350 

.79 

.78 
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NATE Alt DIES K MOULDS 

B 

0-00 
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1180 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.250 

.800 
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K 

0.00 

18 

1767b 
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.96 
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- 
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1.070 

.590 
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£• 
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3 
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.670 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

13 

6265 

2755 

.70 

.69 

.01 

w 

1.850 

1.100 

UNION TOBACCO 73* 

E 

0.00 

4 
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1.24 
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.680 
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E 

0.00 

13 
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0-00 
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.400 
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.700 
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and pharmaceuticals, panic- 1 
ipated in a '’buyer-seller" 
meeting in Amman in the 
latest of a series of events 
organised by the Indian em- 
bassy this year in a bid to 
boost economic ties with 
Jordan and the Middle East. 

Delegation members said 
they found very good re- 
sponse from Jordanian im- 
porters of chemicals as well 
as manufacturers of pharma- 
ceuticals in Indian products 
and were highly optimistic 
to build on contacts estab- 
lished at the meeting. 

Given the fast growth in 
Jordan’s pharmaceutical in- 
dustry. India could be one of 
the key suppliers of bulk 
medicine as well as dispos- 
able items — two areas 
where few other countries 
could beat the sub-continent. 

A concrete outcome of 
the meeting was an agree- 
ment to explore the possi- 
bilities of setting up a dye 
industry in Jordan. 

Sanjay Panda, second 
secretary at the Indian em- 
bassy. said "the initial idea 
was floated at the meeting 
and technical and other is- 
sues arc expected to be dis- 
cussed in detail in the next 
two days." 

If and when established it 
will be Jordan's first dye in- 
dustry. 

Discussed during the 
meeting were the various as- 
pects of trade in chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals be- 
tween Jordan and India. 

In an opening speech, 
Mr. Panda noted that while 
Jordan's imports in the two 
sectors had gone up substan- 
tially in the last three years. 
India's share of exports to 
Jordan of the same products 
remained largely stagnant. 

India's share of Jordan's 
imports of pharmaceuticals 
remains at around one per 
cent and of chemicals at be- 
tween 2.5 and three per cent, 
he said. ' 

One of the problems en- 
countered by Indian 'ex- 


porters of pharmaceuticar 
formulations — final prod- 
ucts — to Jordan is a 
registration process after 
satisfying the Ministry of 
Health in terms of quality as 
well as manufacturing 
processes. 

Samir Qazzaz, an official 
from the ministry, explained 
that the problem was not 
limited to India but ail coun- 
tries with which Jordan is 
dealing for the first time in 
this area. 

"It is not enough that the 
produci is of good quality." 
he said. "We have to satisfy 
ourselves that good manufac- 
turing practices are fol- 
lowed." 

In any event, Mr. Qazzaz 
said, he expects the prob- 
lem. which has also been 
cited by Cyprus and Greece, 
to resolve itself in due 
course of time. 

"We believe that there is 
very good scope of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 
India in this respect," said 
Mr. Qazzaz. 

The business delegation 
is the latest from India to 
visit Jordan after representa- 
tives of the industry' and 
trade sectors of the two coun- 
tries signed an agreement 
last year to step up coopera- 
tion and organise regular ex- 
change of visits. 

A pan from seeking to 
expand exports of these 
products, delegation mem- 
bers. who represent a wide 
cross-section of Indian 
chemical and pharmaceuti- 
cals indusrry. are also ready 
to consider joint ventures in 
Jordan provided they find 
right local panners. 

"We see Jordan's geo- 
graphic location as one of 
its key advantages." said 
P.S. Patel, managing direc- 
tor of Vibor Chemicals. 
While the size of the 
Jordanian market per se is 
too small, the Kingdom 
•could be one of the best con- 
duits to the regional market, 
he said. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 1 LONDON (R) - 

- Following are 

the buxine and sellinu 

rates* for leading world currencies and eold against the 

dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Tuesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3746/56 

Canadian dollar 


1.5462/72 

Deut schema rks 


l.729n/06 

Dutch guilders 


1.2720/30 

Swiss francs 


31.77/SI 

Belgian francs 


5.2296/46 

French francs 


1 556.6/S. 1 

Italian lire 


I US. 57/67 

Japanese veil 


6.S2IU/IC1 

Swedish crowns 


6.6120/70 

Norwegian crowns 


5.9709/59 

Danish crowns 


I.411X/2S 

Singapore dollars • 


0.7945/50 

Australian dollars 


7.736S/7N 

1 long Kong dollars 

One Sterling 

S 1.5 115/25 


Gold (ounce) 

$392.10/392.60 





Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde^Am^n^ 


PENTHOUSE 
Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 

For Rent 

Location; In Ha* Al Ali. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIOHAIG 

Professional QnaKtyl in 
1 Hoot Service | 

. I • 

Develop yourf colour film at 
our shop and gatz- 

• JUMBO ph 0 tm 

30% 


• Ffmm 

30x30 cm 


ShmeisKB-^QOT. GrintStys 
Bank. Phoae: «H042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 





CANABEL 

BEAL ESTATE 


■-> FOR 

’RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
0 > 

■> Appartmcnis 
in. Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


SSffT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 
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HapraQaifs^ 

PatcueUc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A*M - 1 A-M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

nmm Utbabia 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


cpcm nora_ 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 

lYi.nflA 

Jordan Worsted Mills Company hikes 
net after-tax profit by 96% 

**EXPORTS TO Iraq accounted for about 36 per cent of 
the total sales recorded by the Jordan Worsted Mills 
Company (JWMC) last year as they amounted to JD 4.43 
million compared with JD 1.7 million in 1994. Total sales 
jumped by 44 per cent from JD 8.5 million in 1994 to JD 
12.3 million in 1995. The company hiked its net afrer-tax 
profit by % per cent to JD 3.2 million from JD 1.6 million 
in 1994 .^_The general assembly approved the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors to allocate JD 1 million 
to a special reserve account and to distribute another JD 1 
million in dividends to shareholders at a rate of 25 per cent. 

Board vice-chairman Abdul Qader Tash told the general 
assembly that the JWMC supplied some of the needs of El 
Zay Ready Wear Manufacturing Company in addition to 
all the needs of the Armed Forces, the Royal Air Force and 
the departments of Public Security and Civil Defence as 
well as other government institutions. Hed said the JWMC 
plans to buy four new sewing machines for manufacturing 
superb and smooth cloth in order to boost sales to El Zay 
and the local market. 

According to the annual report, the company has JD 33 
million in total assets (JD 23-5 million in 1994). JD 14.6 
million in total current liabilities (JD 6.9 million in 1994) 
and JD 18.7 million in total shareholders equity (JD 16.7 
million in 1994) (Al Ra'i + AI Aswaq). 

Arab Aluminium Industry Company 
distributes dividends at a rate of 30 
per cent despite drop in net profit 

it* DESPITE HIGHER prices for raw materials and 
intermediate products needed for production, the Arab 
Aluminium Industry Company (ARAL) opted to keep its 
sale prices unchaged and. as a result, posted a JD 3.4 
million net profit' in 1995 compared to JD 5.58 million 
recorded in 1994. Weathering this drop in net profit, the 
general assembly approved the recommendation of the 
board of directors to distribute JD 1.8 million in dividends 
to shareholders at a rate of 30 per cent. 

Addressing the general assembly, board chairman Rajab 
Al Saad indicated that the company earned a total of JD 
16.6 million from sales in 1995. three per cent lower than 
the 1994 income of JD 17.1 million. He told the sharehol- 
ders that production of the remelt plant amounted to 6.300 
tonnes noting that this plant was considered as the nucleus 
which provides the extrusion factory with all its needs of 
aluminium billets. According to the company’s annual 
report, the remelt plant generated JD. 1.05 million out of 
the total JD 3.4 million net pretax profit last year. 

Mr. Saad said the management of ARAL has carried out 
appropriate measures to modernise the remelt plant and 
increase its production capacity to meet the requirements 
of the newly-established United Aluminium Industries 
Company for ..aluminium billets.. . He expected the' work to 
be completed next month. ARAL has a 75 per cent stake in 
the new company which has a JD 6 million capital. ARAL 
also has a 90 per cent stake in a company, which is 
capitalised at JD 0.5 million, and which manufactures tools 
and dies necessary for the production process. 

Other financial figures highlighted in the annual report 
were: 

— JD 16.8 million in total assets (JD 17.5 million in 
1994). Current assets accounted for JD 9.5 million of the 
total compared to JD 12.9 million in 1994. 

— JD 4.6 million in total current liabilities (JD 6.3 
million in 1994). 

— JD II million in total shareholders equity. 

Mr. Saad winded up the meeting by assuring the 
shareholders that despite of the Iraqi market to the 
company's products. ARAL was conducting studies and 
making the necessary contacts in an attempt to find new 
markets. He stressed that the company would strive to 
increase exports to traditional Arab markets especially" as 
importers there have found that the quality of ARAL 
products were no less than similar products from advanced 
countries" (Al Ra'i + Al Aswaq). 
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World Chess Championship 
for Russia, not Baghdad 


PARIS (R) — The World 
Chess Federation (FIDE) 
dropping controversial plans 
to stage the World Cham- 
pionship in Baghdad, said on 
Monday ii would be held in 
Russia. 

A FIDE statement sent to 
Reuters in Paris said U S. 
grandmaster Gata Kamsky 
and Russia Anatoly Karpov 
would play for the world title 
in Elista, capital of Russia's 
semi-autonomous republic of 
Kalmykia from June 5 to Juiv 
15. 

The FIDE statement, re- 
layed by the championship's 
organising committee which 
has an office in Paris, said the 
first move would be played 
by the son of French film star 
Alain Delon. Anthony. 

FlDE’s Russian President 
Kirs an Ilyumzhinov — who is 
also President of Kalmvkia — 


astounded the chess world 
last March when he chose 
Baghdad as the cham- 
pionship venue despite Un- 
ited Nations sanctions on 
Iraq following its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait and the U.S.- 
led 1991 Gulf war. 

Several national chess 
bodies had reacted angrily 
and asked Ilymuzhinov to re- 
consider his' decision. 

Ilyunizhinov has said he 

chose Baghdad as it offered 
better financial terms than 
rival venues Moscow and 
Baku. 

The prize money offered in 
Baghdad was $2 million. 
There was no immediate 
word on what it would be in 
Elista. 

An earlier proposal to 
stage the match in Montreal. 
Canada, had fallen through 
for lack of sponsorship. 


FIDE has been trying for 
more than a year to stage the 
match. It has been upstaged 
by world champion Garry 
Kasparov's rival professional 
Chess Association (PCA) 
which held its championship 
in New York last year with 
SI. 5 million put up by com- 
puter chip maker Intel' Corp. 

Kasparov, considered the 
world's strongest: Player 
since 1985 when he first won 
the world title by beating 
Karpov, broke away from 
FIDE in 1993 and has suc- 
cessfully defended his PCA 
title against Nigel Short of 
Britain and Viswanathan 
Anand of India. 

The U.S. Chess Federa- 
tion. regarding Baghdad as 
an unfair venue for an Amer- 
ican player, had asked FIDE 
to move the 20-game contest 
to Moscow or Baku. 


Venables names England 
squad for Euro '96 

LONDON (R) — England soccer manager Terry Venables 
named his players for Euro *96 on Tuesday, dropping 
Newcastle United midfielder Robert Lee from the 22-man 
squad. 

Lee joins Chelsea’s Dennis Wise, Aston Villa’s Ugo 
Ehiogu and Blackburn's Jason Wilcox in an unlucky 

S er of players ommitted just 12 days before the 
pionship kick-off at Wembley. 

Lee's Newcastle midfield partner Peter Beardsley had 
already been ruled out in favour of Middlesbrough's Nicky 
Barmby, and Manchester United defender Gary Pallister 
had pulled out with a long-term back injury. 

England’s squad for Euro ’96: 

David Seaman (Arsenal), Tim Flowers (Blackburn), Ian 
Walker (Tottenham), Gary Neville (Manchester United), 
Tony Adams (Arsenal), Gareth Southgate (Aston Villa) , 
Steve Howey ^(Newcastle) , Sol Campbell (Tottenham), 
Stuart Pearce (Nottingham Forest), Philip Neville (Man- 
chester United), Darren Anderton (Tottenham), Steve Stone 
(No ttingham Forest), Paul Gascoigne (Rangers), Paul Ince 
(Inter Milan), David Plat (Arsenal), Jamie Redlmapp 
(Liverpool), Steve McManaman (Liverpool), Les Ferdinand 
(Newcastle), Rubbie Fowler (Liverpool), Nick Barmby 
(Midd les brough), Teddy' Sberingham (Tottenham), Alan 
Shearer (Blackburn). 


■TSF Shield semifinals 

Hussein meet Kufrsoum today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF) 
Shield competition is down 
to the semifinals as A1 
Hussein meet Kufrsoum 
Wednesday and A1 Ramtha 
take on Al Wihdat 
Thursday. 

The Shield is reserved 
for Premier League teams 
only and is the second of 
four annual competitions 
organised by the JSF. Al 
Faisali already clinched the 
irst title of the season 
when they beat Al Wihdat 
in the Cup Winners’ Cup, 
the opening match of the - 
so cer season. 

Titleholders Al Wihdat,- 
who got a first round bye, 
only played Al Qoqazi, an 
inexperienced team who 
were promoted to the 
Premier League only last- 
season. Al Qoqazi knocked 
out Al Faisali and advanced 
to meet Al Wihdat who 


-could only manage a 2-1 
win over the newcomers 
leaving fans apprehensive 
about their team's readiness 
for the semifinals. 

Al Wihdat had also ap- 
peared well -below their 
usual form in the Arab 
Cup Winners' Cup which 
was recently concluded here 
and in which Al Wihdat 
were knocked out of the 
first round. 

The other semi-finalists 
showed a more impressive 
form as Al Ramtha 
advanced to the semifinals 
after a 3-1 win over Al 
Qadissieh, Al Hussein beat 
newcomers Shabab Al 
Hu§sein 2-1 while 
Kufrsoum’s draw had them 
play two matches in which 
they eliminated Al Ahli 
and Al Jazireh. 

Al Wihdat have won 
the title a record four 
times, Al Faisali and Al 
Ramtha three times. Al 
Jazireh and Amman twice 
and Al Hussein only once, 


BesuJte 


Qoqazi -Wihdat 

2-1 

Qoqazi-Falsali 

2-1 

Kufrsoum- Ahli 

4-2 

Ramtha-Qadissieb 

3-1 

Hussein-Shabab Al Hussein 

2-1 

Kufrsoum-Jazireh 

4-2 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 

To take care of children and a small 
apartment. 

Good salary for the right applicant. 
Please calf : 690604 


FURNS1HED FLOOR FOR RENT 

1) New and spacious, luxuriously furnished. 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, garage, Tel. is available. Location: 
Off Mecca St. Um Al Summaq. 

2) Furnished studio; part of a villa, close to the New 
English School. 

3) Carpets for sale: 3x4 and 2x4. 

Call owner 828099 after 3:00 p.m. 


Li!«Mirll@iyi§ VMLL^ 

in Swefieh 
For sale or rent 

PLEASE CALL :862084 


The National Music Conservatory 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

illllji The British Council 

present 

the Scottish 

BATTLEFIELD BAND 

Date: 1 and 2 June 1996. 

Venue: Philadelphia Hotel - Royal Ballroom. 
Price: JD 7 


Tickets available at: 

Al-Ahlia Abela Superstore 
Caffe Moka 
Music Box 

National Music Conservatory 
Romero 


Babiche 
Characters 
Philadelphia Hotel 
British Council 
Freddy for Music 


Freddy for IMnsto 


R e gtered In Eqlnd a Charity No. MWI 



if 1 


The New York Yankee’s shortstop Derek Jeter 
is suspended in mid-air as be turns the doable 
play on the California Angles J.T. Snow (left) 


and Garret Anderson (not pictured), May 27 
in die second lining in Anaheim, California 
(Reuters photo) 


Roberts single in 13th lifts Royals past Tigers 


KANSAS CITY (R) — Bip 
. Roberts’ single in the bottom 
of the 13th inning scored Sal 
Fasano with the winning run 


as the Kansas City Royals 
extended the Detroit tigers' 
losing streak to 12 games with 
a 5-4 victory Monday. 


FOR RENT . 
Furnished Super Deluxe Apartment 

Deir Ghbar beside French School. A private new flat 
fully furnished with U.S. accommodation, 

3 bedrooms, living room, salon and dining room, 

3 bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen. Separate 
utilities and telephone. 

Please call Tel. 858006 for more details 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

2nd floor apartment consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 2 salons, kitchen and balcony. With 
central heating, air conditioning, satellite receiver 
and garage. Annual rent JD 5,000. 

Please call Tel: 678285 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe furnished flat 
consists of three bedrooms with 
all other facilities at Tla’ El Ali - 
Amman. 

For any information please contact 
Tel.: 660254, after 4 p.m. 




IORDAN YillOW PAGES 
1996-1997 



Our Book Is Closing Soon ! 
If You Didn’t Place 
Your Ad In 

IORDAN YELLOW PAGES 

Yet... Call Us Now 


689669 - 693631 Fax. 689715 


Fasano led off the inning 
with a single off reliever Ran- 
dy Veres (04). David Ho- 
ward laid down a sacrifice but 
Fasano beat catcher Raul 
Casanova’s throw to second. 
- Roberts then laced z foil- 
count single to centre and 
Fasano, running 6n the pitch, 
scored ahead of the throw by 
Kimera Bartee. 

Jeff Montgomery (1-2) got 
the win. 

Detroit has lost 32 of its 
last 36 games. The 12-game 
losing streak is seven shy of 
the team record set in 1975. 

Kansas Gty took advan- 
tage of three Tiger errors in 
the ninth to score two runs 
and tie the game. 

At California, Bemie Wil- 
liams had five hits and three 
RBI and Ruben Rivera dou- 
bled in two runs during an 
eight-rim fifth inning as the 
New York Yankees routed 
the Angeles 16-5. 

Tino Martinez added three 
bits, including a three-run 
homer in the eighth, contri- 
buting to a 15-hit attack. 

In Oakland, Jose Maiave 
bit his first major-league 
homer and drove in four runs 
and lira Wakefield pitched 
his first complete game of the 
year as the Boston Red Sox 
rooted the Athletics 10-3. 

The Red Sox erupted for 
five runs in the second 
against Steve Wojdechowski 
(5-1). 

At Texas, Darryl Hamil- 
ton's third hit of the game, a 
double scoring Kevin Elster 
from first in the bottom of the 
ninth lifted the Rangers past 
the Geveland Indians, 3-2. 

Chicago starter Jack 
McDowell (5-3) allowed 
three runs and eighth hits 
over 8 2/3 innings. 

In Turonto, rookie Marty 
Janzen allowed three runs in 
seven innings and John Oler- 
ud hit his second career 
Grand Siam as the Blue Jays 
defeated die Chicago White 
Sox 54, snapping their eight- 
game winning streak. 


Request for proposals 
for Surface Geophysical Surveying 

On behalf of the "Water Quality Improvement and Conservation'' Project, 
Ministry of Water & Irrigation, a U.S contractor invites experienced 
Surface Geophysical Contracting firms to prepare proposals to provide data 
collection, and interpretation for an EM37 and refraction seismic survey 
relative to a Feasibility Study of Artificial Recharge in Jordan. 

Offerors are requested to pick up 
RFP No. Jordan 96-01 3 documents 
at room 203, Ministry of Water & Irrigation Building 
beginning 1 2:00 O'clock noon, Wednesday May 29, 1 996. 




Closing date for offers is 1 2:00 O'clock noon, 
Sunday June 9, 1 996. 



Dennis Rodman (left) after the dub’s 106-101 


mis tuxunau uwi uic wuu j 

Bulls sweep Magic 
to reach finals 




ORLANDO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 45 vengeful 
points as the Chicago Bulls 
swept past the Orlando 
Magic 106-101 Monday and 
into the NBA finals for the 
fourth time in six years. 

“Michael had the hot hand 
today," said Chicago’s Scot- 
tie Pippen. “He was unstopp- 
able, and really kind of car- 
ried our. team." 

“Michael just took the 
game away from us," said 
Orlando guard Anfernee 
Hardaway. “I’m dis- 
appointed, and very upset." 

The Bulls won four con- 
secutive games from the 
Magic in an Eastern Confer- 
ence finals series that was 
anticipated as an explosive 
showdown but turned into a 
one-sided fizzle. Orlando has 
now suffered playoff sweeps 
foe last three years. 

The Bulls, three-peat 
champions until Jordan's re- 
tirement two seasons ago, 
await foe winner of the West- 
ern Conference finals be- 
tween foe Seattle Supersonics 
and' Utah-Jazz and will own 
the homecourt advantage 
against either foe. Seattle has 
a 3-1 lead and hosted game 5 
Tuesday. 

The Bulls, who won a leag- 
record 72 games this season, 
are now 11-1 in the playoffs. 

The victory was a vindica- 
tion for Jordan, who returned 
to foe NBA last March after a 
17-month retirement and 
made key turnovers at foe 
end of two games in last 
year's conference semifinals, 
won by Orlando in six games. 

“I felt good that we really 
saw a challenge and we were 
faced with a challenge," said 
Jordan. “I can say in every 


game a different guy stepped 
up and gave us support, and I 
think that’s what this team is 
all about, it's not a one- 
individual type of team." 

He added: “Today it was 
my turn. Some of the guys 
■couldn’t get it going defen- 
sively. I stepped it up a little 
bit and everybody rallied 
around that.’’ 

“It was revenge for him to 
come back to that place and 
prove he was the most valu- 
able player in the league and 
carry a basketball team," 
Pippen said. 

Orlando, which lost in four 
straight to the Houston 
Rockets in last season’s NBA 
finals, got 28 points apiece 
from Shaquflle O’Neal and 
Hardaway in game 4 against 
foe Bulls. 

But the Magic had three 
key players — Horace Grant, 
Nick Anderson and Brian 
Shaw — sidelined by injuries, 
and they had no answer for 
Chicago’s defensive pressure 
throughout foe series. 

The Bulls trailed by nine 
points at halftime but Jordan 
scored 15 points in foe third 
quarter, including 13 of Chi- 
cago’s first 18 points in the 
half, as Chicago grabbed a 
one-point lead entering the 
final period. 

Jordan added 10 more in 
foe fourth quarter as the 
Bulls pulled away from foe 
overmatched Magic. 

“They broke us down 
again," said Hardaway. 
“Their defence keeps peck- 
ing away and we don't play 
the full 48 minutes.” 

Jordan shot 16-for-23 from 
foe field and 10-for-14 at the 
foul stripe while adding five 
rebounds and five assists. 


“Michael was the differ- 
ence ’* said Orlando coach 
Brian Hill. "He is the 
greatest player ever. 

“We did everything we 
wanted to in the first half, but 
they forced us to make too 
many turnovers in the second 
half, and Michael didn’t miss 
too often." 

“We are fortunate to ride 
the coatails of Michael Jor- 
dan," said Chicago coach 
Phil Jackson. “He had a great 
game. We were watching him 
closely. He didn’t feel well 
today but Michael has a pen- 
chant for coming up for these 
kind of games under duress. " 

“Jordan is Jordan,” said 
O'Neal. “That’s why hp’s tty j 
best player in the world." 

Pippen and Ron Harper 
scored 12 points apiece and 
Steve Kerr and Dennis Rod- 
man added nine each for foe 
Bulls. Kerr had all of his 
points in the final 13 minutes. 

Rodman had a game-high* 
14 rebounds, and played 
O’Neal with tough, physical 
defence that almost led to 
blows on occasion. 

“No matter how big he is, 
he can fall just as easy," said 
Rodman. 

Reserve guard Brooks 
Thomson added 17 points for 
Orlando, which won 60 
games during the season but 
showed little toughness in 
this series. 

Orlando opened the game 
strongly as O’Neal had 19 
points and Hardaway 15 in 
the first half. Orlando held a 
31-23 lead after one quartf 
and led 5647 at the half. But 
Jordan kept the Bulls within 
striking distance with 20 
points. 



Michael Jordan drift® u# i™» Qg< 
do Magic guard Anfernee Hardaway pressures 


Michael Jordan drives to the basket as -* -- 

■* : during first hair action of the Emm. 

ence at the finale eastern 
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2nd Division Basketball 


JBF suspends Abbasi 

Hussein , Jeel seek to maintain lead today 

n. * • ■ n. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — AI Hussein 
and AI Jeel have relatively 
■easy matches Wednesday 
and will seek to maintain 
their lead atop the second, 
division basketball stand- 
ings with two more rounds 
to go before the champi- 
onship concludes June 2. 

Leaders A! Hussein 
meet AI Ashrafieh while 
second-placed AI Jeel meet 
Gazzet Hashem. Third- 
placed Homentmen were to 
face Abbasi but the latter 
jvithdrew from their last ■ 
two matches and were sub- 
sequently suspended by 
the Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) as of 
Monday evening. 

.AI Abbasi’s suspension 
by the JBF comes after the 
club withdrew from their 
scheduled competitions 
for the second consecutive 
season. Last year they 
withdrew from the first di-’ 
vision and were subse- 
.quemly relegated. 

In their latest meeting 
the JBF ruled that AI 
Abbasi be banned from 
particaption in the federa- 
tion's competitions. 
Consequently. all club 
players will be released 
from club and JBF records 
and will be free to join* 
other teams as of the next: 
season. 

Based on the referees 
report of Abbasi : Rayeh 
■match and the unsports- 
manlike conduct of play- 


ers, AI Abbasi were fined 
JD 250 for withdrawal 
;from the competition and- 
disorderly conduct of two, 
.players. The first. 
jAbduIIah Aziz, w as issijgd 
toi irrnnRftaflr ' ban t'roni 
playing chib basketball. 

while the other, Basyouni 

Khaled. was suspended fraf 
a year. 

AI Hussein remain tbei 
only unbeaten team of the' 
tournament and are slated’ 
ro return to the first divi- 
sion! Ai Jeel scored a cru- 
cial" 57-44 win' -over AI 
Rayah to maintain second 
place and a chance for 
promotion rp the first di- 
-vision. That will happen; 
when they meet in a play-; 
pff with the last-placed' 


team in the first division 
later this year. The winner 
of that playoff will be 
classified in the first divi- 
sion next seaspn. 

Homentmen. a former 
■first division team, are 
currently ‘third and' ‘will 
have a tdiigh match with 
AJ Jeel Friday. 

AI. Rayah are. closely 
Behind m fourth place -fol- 
lowed by Gazzet Hashem 
and Ashrafieh. 

AI Abasbi s and Karak's 
withdrawal -fro'm the 
second division this year 
means the two teams will 
be relegated while third 
division champs AI Fuheis 
and runner up Abu Nusair 
will be promoted instead. 


Wednesday's schedule 


Ashrafleh-Hnssein 
Jeel- Gazzet Hashem 


5 p.m. JBF court 
6:30- pAn. JBF court 


STANDINGS 


Team 


Jeel 

Homentmen 

Rayah 

Gazzet Hashem 
Ashrafieh 

* Abassf 

* Karak 


P 

3 

3 

4 
3 
3 


W L 

3 

2 1 

1 3 

1 2 

1 2 

I 1 


SF 

232 

114 

220 

247 

160 

85 


SA 

135 

98 

274 

240 

210 

107 


Pts 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 


* Relegated to 3rd division 


French open 

Novotna, Muster advance; Leconte out 


PARIS (Am— Tenth-seeded 
Jana Novotna put the mem- 
ory of last year's Roland 
Garros humiliation behind 
her and swept into the sec- 
ond-round of the French 
Opdn here Tuesday by scor- 
ing a ruthless 6-0. 6-2 vic- 
tory over fellow-Czech 
Ludmila Richterova. 

Just twelve months ago 
the 1993 'Wimbledon finalist 
stood poised to reach the 
fourth-round of the champi- 
onships after taking a third- 
set 5-0, 40-0 lead over 
Chanda Rubin... only to be 
beaten -- the American 
player surging back to save 
nine match points. 

On Tuesday, however. 
Novotna made no mistakes 
on a sun-drenched number- 
one show-court racing into a 
second-round clash against 
Taipei's Shi-Ting Wang. 

Winner of the Madrid 
Open Saturday. Novotna 
stowed superb fluency in her 
groundstrokes and her per- 
formance will be an ominous 
warning to opponents as she 
closes on a possible quarter- 
final showdown with joint- 
world number-one Monica 
Seles. 

Other early winners en- 
joying the bright weather af- 
ter yesterday's non-stop 
drizzle and damp included 
big-serving eighth seed 
jBrenda Schultz McCarthy of 
the Netherlands and the 
talented Romanian Irina 
Spirlea. Schultz-McCarthy 
beat home player Alexia 
Oecbaume-BaIIeret'6-4, 6-4 
while the 22-year-old 
Spirlea. who joined the 



Capriati crashes at 1st hurdle 


PARIS (AFP) — Jennifer Capriati's return to the tour- 
nament where she made her name as the youngest-ever 
semi-finalist six years ago, ended in a first-round defeat 1 
against China’s Jing-Qing Yi Tuesday. 

America's former golden girl, who reached the last-four 
at the French Open as a 14-year-old before being stopped 
by eventual champion Monica Seles, fought like her tiger 
in her first appearance at the championships in three 
years. But despite non-stop support from the hundreds of 
spectators packed around the outside court — it was not* 
enough. 

The 22-year-old Chinese player from Beijing, making 
her debut at the championships and playing in only her 
second Grand Slam tournament, looked to be home.and dry* 
when she led 6-3, 4-1. But the reigning Olympic champion' 
surged back until a dreadful forehand error in the vital 
twelfth game, which would have put the second-set into a 
tie-break, let Yi off the hook. 

Yi showed her remarkable baseline accuracy and pa- 
tience at Indian Wells earlier this year when, as a lucky- 
loser, she stormed back after losing the first set 0-6 to up- 
set experienced twelfth-seed and former Wimbledon final- 
ist Zina Gam’son-Jackson. Currently ranked 71st, the 
Chinese player broke into the world's top 100 after 
reaching the Pattaya final last year and in 1995 improved 
253 places in the -rankings. 


Frenchman Henri Leconte cries ' after losing' 
his match against Thomas Johansson of 
Sweden in the first round of the what he 
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& TANNAH TURSCH 

mas TOiun* UMl Saraicu. W: 


A DASH OF GUILE 


Both vulnerable. South deaLa. "- 
NORTH 
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Tha bidding: 
SOUTH WEST 
1 * Pm 

6a Pm 


NORTH 

ZNT 

Pm 


EAST 

Pam 


^ Opening lead: Three of O 

When skill alone might not be 
enough, it does no harm, circum- 
stances permitting, to pull the wool 
over the opponents’ eyes. South’s 
sleight-of-hand here paid handsome 
dividends. 

Hals band is from a team match 
Thing* had not been going well for 
North-South, so South barged to sm 
spades in an attempt to recover 
something from earlier disasters. 
We recommend either a bid of three 
spades, which would be forcing in 


. this sequence, or ah. invitational 
'jump to four no trump, inviting 
North to bid a small slam with a 
maximum two-no-trump response. 
Both actions would have kept the 
contract below tfiw Wbrm JoveL 

Obviously, a dub lead would hove 
left declarer with no play. Indeed,, 
that would have been our choice. 
Against a small sh un, an attacking 
lead will gain more often than a saF 
vo from three low cards. Alter a 
heart lead, it seemed that the con- 
tract hinged on the trump finesse, 
but declarer decided that, given a 
reprieve, he could engage in some 
skullduggery at little cost 

The first trick was taken with the 
ace of hearts, the queen of hearts 
waa overtaken with the king and 
the jack of hearts was cashed for a 
diamond discard. Now the nine of 
spades waa run to West's long. 

West could not wait to shift to a 
diamond. Declarer won in hand, 
draw trumps and claimed the rest 
of the tricks. 

While we applaud South’s effort. 
West could have avoided the deba- 
cle by simply letting dummy’s nine- 
of spades hold the first lead of the 
suit. On the second round of trumps 
Bast would signal by discarding a 
high club, ana th e defenders wiU 
set the two tricks which were their- 
due. 


Roman Catholic Shrine of Our Lady 
Queen of Pease 
St. Joseph's Centre - Zarqa 

Solemn closure of the May Devotions to Mary, Queen of 
Peace. On Thursday, 30 May 1996. 18:00 Rosary, Holy 
Mass and Mariam Procession, (in Arabic) 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Tel: 09 991464 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699534/584311 


described as his last 
Roland Garros Stadium 

growing army of players to 
thwart Mary Pierce this sea- 
son by defeating the French 
player in the final at Amelia 
Island last month, charged 
past French wild-card entry 
Catherine Mothes 6-0, 6-1. 

Germany's Barbara 
Rittner beat Katrina 
Studenikova of Slovakia by 
the same sddeline. 

Meanwhile Japan's sev- 
enth-seed' Kimiko. Date.- a 
semi-finalist : twelve months 
ago. had a tough time against 
Asa Carlsson of Sweden 
dropping the first set 3-6 bev 
fore recovering to take the 
second 6-3. 

In the. mep's singles, de- 
fending champion and -sec- 
ond-seed Thomas Muster got 
off ro a fast st^rt on centre-, 
court against’ Denmark'* 
Frederik Fetterlein. The 


French tennis Open at. 

May 27 (Renters photo) 

Austrian left-hander pocketed, 
-the opining sets 6-4, 6-2. 
Andrei Medvedev of the; 
Ukraine, a semi-finalist itf 
1993 and a player who has 
always reached at least the 
fourth round in his four pre- 
vious visits, led Nicolas^ 
Lepentti of Ecuador 6-2, 6-2. 

Among other winners 
Monday were men's No. 6 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, No. 7 
Jim .Courier, No. 10 Wayne 
Ferreira and No. 12 Alberto 
Costa. Among the women 
advancing were No. 5 Iva; 
Majoli, No. 6 Anke Huber, 1 
No. 12 Mary Pierce, No. 14 
Amanda Coetzer and No. 15 
Martina Hingis. 

r, _ The only seed eliminated 
was .men’s JS[o.. 16 Maiivai 
Washingtons 


Big three get through on 
rain first day 

Andre Agassi struggled 
with his temper and a rookie' 
qualifier. Pete Sampras won 
a match many thought he 
might lose. Monica Seles 
made a stirring return on a 
court dedicated to her idol. 

On a deary, rainy opening 
day at Roland Garros, the big 
names overcame injury wor- 
ries, tricky opponents and 
emotional moments to move 
safely into the second round 
of the French Open. 

Sampras, the men's top 
seed, served 23 aces and beat 
Sweden's Magnus Gustaffson 
6-1, 7-5, 7-6 (7-5) for his first 
victory on clay this year, set- 
ting up a second-round clash 
against two-time champion 
Sergi Bruguera. 

*Tm trying to play on my 
terms, be aggressive, not be 
so passive like I have been in 
the past," said Sampras, who 
has never advanced past the 
quarterfinals in Paris." 

Agassi; No. 3, received a 
warning and a point penalty 
for audible obscenities — one. 


•strike away from disqualifica- 
tion — before taking advan- 
tage of a rain delay to subdue 
Spaninsh qualifier Jacobo 
Diaz, 6-1. 6-7 (9-7), 64. 64. 

"I have a tendency to make 
it more difficult on myself 
than it needs to be," said 
Agassi, who had 77 unforced 
errors. 

Seles, playing her first 
French Open since her stab- 
bing in Germany three years 
ago. easily beat' French wild 
card Caroline Dhenin, 6-1, 
6-1, in 52 minutes. 

“The French Open has al- 
ways had a very special place 
in my heart," said Seles, who 
won here three straight times 
from 1990 to 1992. "Going 
out there and thinking that 
this court is named after 
somebody that I really loved, 
now I’m playing my first 
match coming back on it, it's 
in some way a new beginning. 

"Maybe somebody was 
looking at me from above," 
she said. “Hopefully she 
(Lenglen) was watching me 
play today. It would mean a. 
lot to me." . _ 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

For Investment In Wadi Mousa 




Alahlia — Abela 

Superstore 

jrr— n| r lSeo. 

s.ooo 1 1.000 


Ait pm fool far 
hit men 




Nescafe 
200 gm can 


100% 
Pure Juice 
CERES 

1 Liters 




A 4-floor building requiring final finishing, located 
in an excellent location. Each floor is built on an 
area of 430 square metres. The basement floor 
consists of seven stores, with a clean stone 
elevation facing a 10 metre commercial road. The 
building can be used for several purposes. 

Pis. cal! Tel. 03-331660 
from 1:00 till 8:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday and Thursday. 

On Friday pis. call Tel. 03-336114. 


rrsoQ, 

J.200 


American 
Toilet Paper 
Soft & Fluffy 
4_RoUs_ 

1.650 


Ketchup 

Dei Monte 

790 gm 


r 


r 

I 1.300 

I 
I 

| Salad Dressing 

| Parade 





r 


2 For 1 JD I 


I 


Bath Soop 
Irish Spring 
140 gm 




3.700 



Hteeop 

8.950 



I 1.950 

I 

I 

I 


Com Oil 
Afia 1 
3 Liters ! 

! 


I 


p I 



Creamy Frosting 

Martadella Beef-o I Duncan Hines 

100% Beef from Italy J 453 gm 


Offer valid from the 27th of MAY - 5th of JUNE 




The Gifts Of History 
Are Still Alive ... 


At 


Beit al Bawadi 

Home of the finest Jordanian handicrafts 



Come visit our showroom and artisan workshops for traditional and contemporary 
ceramics, hand sewn and woven home furnishings and much more. 

We are now open in Abdoun - Amman. 



Belt ai Bawadi 

Telefax: 818629 





"Sharon Stone & 
Robert Deniro.Jri 

Casino 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 




Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 


Show: 5:00 


lumunu i" 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15 

CONCORD * 2 * 

*Only you 

Show: 5:00 

* Ace Ventura “1 ” 

Show: 3:30, 6:30, 10:30 





Watch!!! 
the new play 


PREI 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please cal! 
625155-640155 
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Prince, Princess visit Bayt Al Bawadi 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal 
and Princess Alia Al Faisal on Tuesday visited Bayt Al 
Bawadi of Queen Alia Fund for Social Development 
(QAF) at Abdoun. Bayt Al Bawadi, which was inaugur 
rated on Monday by Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
in the presence of Prime Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
is a permanent exhibition for ceramic and carpet produced 
by the QAFs various projects. It serves as a centre for 
marketing products of the various projects created by the 
fund to provide job opportunities for job-seekers. It also 
seeks to revive manual and traditional crafts in Jordan. 
Prince Faisal and Princess Aha were accompanied by the 
QAFs executive director and member of the QAF board. 

Israel to send first astronaut to space 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will soon send its first 
astronaut into space on a U.S. shuttle following an 
agreement with the National Aeronautic and Space Admi- 
nistration (NASA), an Israeli space official announced 
Tuesday. Space agency director general Youval Neeman 
said a framework agreement had been concluded with 
NASA on April 30, but the date of the flight and the 
identity of the future astronaut have yet to be set. The 
announcement came two weeks after a European rocket 
launched Israel's first telecommunications satellite, Amos, 
into space. 

Tomb of Likud founder Begin vandalised 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Vandals have desecrated the tomb of 
Menachem Begin, former prime minister and founder of 
Israel’s right-wing LikucTparty, in a cemetery on the Mount 
of Olives in East Jerusalem, police said Tuesday. A 
spokesman said police found the tomb covered with 
spray-painted graffiti apparently linked to Wednesday's 
national elections in which cunem Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu is challenging Labour incumbent Shimon Peres 
for the post of prime minister. “PeTes. shalom haver,” 
(Peres, goodbye friend) read one slogan, picking up U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s famous farewell to assassinated 
Labour Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Also scrawled on 
the gravestone were “Peres was assassinated, Netanyahu 
go home,” and “Rabin was murdered, we mil avenge his 
death with blood.” Investigators said the confused nature 
of the Graffiti suggested the vandals were young or 
mentally unbalanced. Begin served as prime minister from 
1977 to 1983 and died on March 8, 1992. 

Peres angry that Rabin killer can vote 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
was quoted as saying on Tuesday it was a crime that the law 
allowed Yitzhak Rabin’s jailed assassin to vote in Wednes- 
day's national election. “It is scandalous. We are talking 
about a man who murdered a prime minister," army radio 
quoted Mr. Peres relling the cabinet as its weekly meeting. 
“How can you murder and also be able to vote?" Israel's 
supreme court ruled two weeks ago that Yigal Amir could 
vote for prime minister and parliament in the election, 
saying there was no clear law that would disenfranchise him ; 
for killing the leader of the Jewish state. An Israeli woman : 
had petitioned the court to take away Amir’s right to vote, 
arguing the right-wing law student had tried to undermine 
Israeli democracy by shooting the prime minister at a Tel 
Aviv peace rally on November 4. “If that's the law, then it 
is astupid law," the radio said Mr. Peres told his ministers. 

Greek, Turkish boats bump near disputed island 

ATHENS (R) — Greek and Turkish patrol boats bumped 
while manoeuvring near a disputed eastern Aegean islet on 
Tuesday, causing minor damage but no inquiries, a Greek 
French ministry spokesman said. The two boats were near, 
the barren rock islet of Imia, known as Kardak by Turkey. 
The neighbouring NATO members came close to an armed 
clash over the islet in January. Greek and Turkish naval 
and coastguard boats have brushed and bumped each other 
since while engaging in “cat and mouse" manoeuvres in the 
sensitive frontier ahead. Turkey has called for negotiations 
on the disputed islet and Greece, claiming sovereignty, has 
challenged Ankara to take the case to the International 
Court of Justice at the Hague. 

Israel lets Palestinian journalists back in 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel will allow Palestinian journalists 
inside its borders to cover the Israeli elections on Wednes- . 
day, a government spokesman said. Palestinian journalists 
were iircluded in an all-encompassing ban imposed on 
Palestinians three months ago in the wake of a series of 
suicide bomb attacks carried out by militants opposed to 
the peace process. On May 13, Israel allowed some 50 
journalists to bypass the ban, principally to cover Wednes- 
day's elections, which are seen as crucial to the peace 
process. But three days later, the government once again 
tightened the closure and barred the journalists, citing fears 
of attacks leading up to the elections. Ehlomo Dror, the 
Israeli spokesman for Palestinian affairs, said Tuesday that 
most of the 50 journalists would be allowed back in, except 
for one who had entered Israel illegally and been arrested. 

Ancient scripts unearthed in southern Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A Syrian-British team of 
archaeologists has unearthed 1,200 scripts dating back to 
the first century B.C. the official Syrian Arab News Agency 
reported Monday. The agency said the scripts narrate the i 
origins of ancient Arab dynasties and their relations with , 
neighbouring countries. They were found near the city of 
Suwayda 96 kilometres south of Damascus. 

Police kill Yemen tribesman in clash over land 

CAIRO (AP) — Police in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa 
fought tribesmen claiming they owned government land in 
a two-hour gunbattle that closed a main neighbourhood. 
One tribesman was killed, the daily Al Hayat newspaper 
reported Tuesday. The London-based newspaper said 
seven policemen were wounded in the clash. An undis- 
closed number of tribesmen were arrested. Quoting secur- 
ity sources, Al Hayat said police had repeatedly warned the 
Gaham tribesmen that the land they were daiming 
belonged to the state. When police approached them 
Monday, the tribesmen shot at them, triggering the 
gunbattle, which ended when the men surrendered. 

Former Iranian minister shot dead 

PARIS (R) — The body of a former Iranian cabinet 
minister who served under the late Shah was found at his 
home near Paris on Tuesday, justice sources said. He 
apparently died of gunshot wounds. The sources identified 
the man as Reza Mazlouman, believed to have been an 
education minister before the 1979 Islamic revolution. The 
sources said the serious crimes squad was investigating the 
apparent murder after the body was found in an apartment 
in the suburb of Creteil, east of Paris, on Tuesday 
afternoon. The Shah's last prime minister, Sbapoor Bakht- 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said on 
Tuesday that Jordanian in- 
dustries had achieved great 
progress in a very limited 
period of time. * 

The King told Petra, dur- 
ing a visit to the Jordanian 
Industrial Exhibition at the 
International Expo Centre in 
Maij Al Hamam that Jorda- 
nian industries were moving • 
ahead towards a better posi- 
tion to compete interna- 
tionally. 

King Hussein expressed, 
happiness on the visit of a 
Saudi Arabian economic de- 
legation to the Kingdom to 
discuss means of economic’ 
cooperation and their visit to 
the exhibition which gave 
them a good idea about “our 
own achievement” 

The King, who was accom- 
panied by His Royal High- 


ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
loured the exhibition and 
voiced happiness at the level 
the Jo rdani an industries had 
reached and described Jorda- 
nian products as competitive 
and of high quality. 

The King received a token 
gift from the head of the. 
Saudi delegation who visited 
the exhibition. 

King Hussein was received 
at the exhibition by Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb, Amman 
Chambers of Industry Presi- 
dent Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
President Haidar Murad and 
other officials. # 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti opened the 
exhibition on Sunday. 

The exhibition lasts until 
June 2; 1996: 


WFP to monitor 
Iraq food supply 


ROME (Agencies) — The 
U.N.'s food aid agency said 
on Tuesday it would be re- 
sponsible for monitoring the 
equitable distribution of food 
bought by Iraq under a oil- 
for-food deal agreed last 
week. 

The Rome-based World 
Food Progamme (WFP) said 
in a statement it could take 
'three months before food 
reached the 2.1 million Iraqis 
worst affected by nearly six 
years of shortages. 

The United Nations slap- 
ped a trade embargo on Iraq 
for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“It is vital that we stock 
enough food before the win- 
ter, when food needs are 
greatest and delivery is much- 
more difficult because of bad 
weather,” said Mona Ham- 
mam, WFP regional manager 
for the Mediterranean and 
Middle East. 

“In the • meantime we will 


continue to appeal for re- 
sources to cover the relief 
food needs of the most needy 
and malnourished in Iraq, at 
least until September.” 

Iraq and the United Na- 
tions last week signed a par- 
tial oil sales accord, allowing 
Baghdad to export S2 billion 
worth of oil over six months 
to buy food and medicine. 

• Turkish officials on Tues- 
day visited the Iraqi section 
of a joint pipeline to prepare 
for its opening under the 
.oil-for-food deal, the Iraqi oil 
ministry said. 

Delegates from Turkey’s 
state-owned oil transport 
firm Boras travelled to Kir- 
kuk, 300 kilometres north of 
Baghdad, to inspect the pipe- 
line and pumping stations, 
the ministry said. 

The delegation discussed 
the pipeline in Baghdad on 
Monday with Iraqi Oil Minis- 
ter Amer Rasheed. 


Qaboos urges dialogue 
not isolation of Iran, Iraq 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
Oman's Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Said was quoted on Tuesday, 
as saying Washington's policy 
of dual containment of Iran 
and Iraq might not resolve 
differences and could delay 
solutions. 

“I believe that when there 
are problems (between 
states) ... a truthful dialogue 
should be conducted to final- 
ly reach a solution." he told 
the London-based Arabic, 
daily Al Hayat when asked if • 
he thought that the U.S. poli- 
cy was succeeding. 

“I would like to answer this 
question in another way ... I 
am not a supporter of one 
who says that a state should 
be isolated because putting it 
in the corner might not lead 
to resolving the problem and 
could delay reaching a solu- 
tion,” said the sultan. 

Oman, which shares the 
only entrance to the Gulf 
with Iran, has a close working ' 
relationship with Tehran but 
is also one of Washington's 
long-time Arab allies. 

It was one of few regional 
states which called for dia- 
logue with Iran during the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war while 


others gave Baghdad varying 
degrees of support. 

The United States regards 
Iraq and Iran as potential 
threats to its oil-rich Gulf 
Arab allies and has a de- 
clared policy of trying to iso- 
late and contain the two 
states. 

Sultan Qaboos,. leader of 
the first Gulf Arab country to 
host an Israeli trade office, 
also defended his ties with 
the Jewish state but stressed 
that full diplomatic relations 
would be possible only after a 
final settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

He also said the anti- 
government unrest in 
Bahrain is "an internal crisis" 
which requires a solution 
from within. 

Official led by Shiite Mus- 
lims demanding a restoration 
of the parliament which the 
Sunni Muslim-led authorities 
suspended in 1975. 

"I’m convinced that the . 
Bahraini government must- 
work to overcome this crisis, • 
because it is an internal crisis 
■which requires a solution ap- 
plied from within." Sultan 
Qaboos told Al Hayat. 


Lockerbie crisis over in 
’near future’ - Qadhafi 


CAIRO (AFP) — the crisis 
between Libya and the West 
over the Lockerbie bombing 
will be resolved in the “near 
future,” Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi told the 
Egyptian government daily 
Al Akhbar on Tuesday. 

“The Lockerbie affair is to 
do with politics, not common 
law and will be resolved in 
, the near future.” Colonel 
■ Qadhafi said during a meet- 
ing with Egyptian deputies on 
Monday night. 

Libya has been subjected 
to a U.N. air and arms 
embargo since 1992 for refus- 
ing to hand over to the Un-. 
ited States or Britain two 
Libyans accused of bombing 
a Pan Am jet over Lockerbie 
in Scotland in 1988, killing 
270 people. 

Accordine to an Arab 


up an international tribunal 
to try the two men composed 
of four judges — from the 
United States. Britain. 
France and Libya — who 
would also nominate a fifth 
judge to chair the tribunal 
which would sit under Scot- 
- tish law. 

A Libyan diplomat in. 
Cairo said the tribunal could 
sit in a neutral country 
chosen by common consent 
and not caught up in the 
crisis. 

He said Libya insisted the 
two men were not tried under 
either British or American 
law. 

In the past Tripoli has 
offered to turn over the two 
Libyans to a neutral country 
or international body such as 
the world court, but this has 
been refected bv Washincton 





His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by His Royal Highness 
Hassan, on Tuesday visits the Jordanian Industrial Exhibition at Maij 
Hamam (Petra photo) 


Experts call for legal changes to 
enhance press freedom, lift curbs 

By Rami Hnssdni that misinterpretations, con- equipment, including librar- 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter tra dictions and duplications ■ ies and computers. 

are avoided. They also called for fiir- 

AMMAN — Experts have They also called on press nishing vocational training 
recommended that legislation institutions to provide a JD for press employees through 
be modified to strengthen 75,000 bank guarantee to local training courses and 
freedom of the press ana the cover any penalties imposed gaining experience abroad, 
restrictions on media cover- for violations of die law. Committee members urged 

age as stipulated in the Press They also called for abo- journalists to enrich their 
and Publications Law be K- fishing imprisonment of jour- general knowledge and to ini- 
mi ted to issues directly re- nalists and railing for fines prove their language skills 
lated to national security and instead. and to focus on covering a 

the Kingdom’s social fabric. The recommendations sng- specified field. 

The experts, members, of a gested forming a special court Improving the social and 
committee entrusted with fol- to handle cases related to financial status of media per- 
iowing up the deliberations of press. sonnel is another important 

a two-day seminar held here Senator Laila Sharf, measure which needs to be 
early this month, also called announcing the recotn- adopted, according to the re- 
for efforts to increase the men clarions at the press con- commendations. This will 
efficiency of journalists and ference, saw these recom- help journalists devote their 
reduce pressure on them as mendations as a “new and a time and effort to their pro- 
well as to upgrade their st an- challenging step” for media Session. 
dard of living. personnel as well as the com- The recommendations also 

The seminar was entitled mittee members. called for activating the role 

“Hie Media and Information On the professional level, of the Jordan Press Assoda- 

— Realities and Prospects.” the committee's recom- tion and to help the assoda- 
The recommendations mendations called for impro- tion to encourage creative 
announced at a press confer- ving the effidency level of and intellectual journalists 
ence on Tuesday, called for journalists and for protecting and protect its members’ 
drawing up a legal framework journalists from pressure to rights, 
covering political, sodal, and conceal information or alter The recommendations sug- 

economic aspects of the press facts. gested forming a higher press 

and information institutions The recommendations cal- committee to function as a 
within the framework of the led for providing local and mediator between the press 
Constitution. international information and the public. 

They called for refonnulat- 
’ mg controls on the press so 


that misinterpretations, con- 
tradictions and duplications 
are avoided. 

They also called on press 
institutions to provide a JD 
75,000 bank guarantee to 
cover any penalties imposed 
for violations of die law. 

They also called for abo- 
lishing imprisonment of jour- 
nalists and calling for fines 
instead. 

The recommendations sug- 
gested forming a special court 
to handle cases related to 
press. 

Senator Laila Sharf, 
announcing the recom- 
mendations at the press con- 
ference, saw these recom- 
mendations as a “new and a 
challenging step” for media 
personnel as well as the com- 
mittee members. 

On the professional level, 
the committee's recom- 
mendations called for impro- 
ving the efficiency level of 
journalists and for protecting 
journalists from pressure to 
conceal information or alter 
facts. 

The recommendations cal- 
led for providing local and 
international information 
banks and that press institu- 
tions should have advanced 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iranians 

observe 

Ashoura 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Millions 
of Iranians on Tuesday 
mourned the death of 
seventh century Shiite Mus- 
lim martyr Imam Hussein as 
‘officials portrayed him as a 
model for Iran's defiance of 
the West. 

Almost the entire country 
has been dressed in black for 
the past week in preparation 
for Ashura, or the day Hus- 
sein. the Prophet Moham- 
mad's grandson, and 71 of his 
followers died at the hands of 
Ummayad troops in the bat- 
tle of Karbala, in present-day 
Iraq, in 680. 

Processions past through 
the streets and people 
attended ceremonies, orga- 
nised in mosques, govern- 
ment buildings, schools and 
make-shift structures known, 
as husseiniyas. meeting 
places -where free food and 
drink are handed out.. 

In Tehran, processions 
made their way through the. 
streets in sweltering heat.' 
Men and young boys carrying 
chains beat their chests with 
their hands in a self- 
flagellation ritual. 

Like in the previous two: 
years, the authorities, howev- 
er. banned mourners from 
slashing their heads to draw 
blood for Hussein. 

Similar religious demon- 
strations have been held in- 
Pakistan, Lebanon and Azer- • 
baijan for Ashura. For the 
Shiites. Hussein sympolises 
courage, righteousness, inno- 
cence and martyrdom. 

One of the largest parades 
was held in central Tehran, 
where men weeped along 
with women, and smeared 
mud on their heads in an 
.ultimate gesture of sorrow 
and desperation. 


JEA leaves it to Shbeilat 
to decide on presidency 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Engineers Association (JEA) 
said Tuesday it would not 
terminate Leith Shbeilat as 
its president despite a Court 
of Cassation ruling to uphold 
a State Security Court verdict 
that sentenced him to three 
years imprisonment. 

“We are going to keep Mr. 
Shbeilat as our president 
although our by-laws stipn- 
late that he should step 
down,” the deputy president 
of the JEA, Husni Abu 
Gheida, said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that it was up to Mr. Shbeilat 
to decide if he wanted to 
maintain his title or resign 
while in detention. 

Mr. Shbeilat won a second 
term as JEA president in 
February while being tried at 
the State Security Court on 
lese majeste charges. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Gbeida, JEA members are 
planning to meet soon to 
study die situation. 

Chi March 18, Mr. Shbeilat 
was sentenced to three years 
in prison after being found 


guilty of slandering Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

He was also convicted of 
distributing statements 
deemed harmful to the King. 

Mr. Shbeilat, known for 
his strong rejection of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
was arrested Dec. 9, 1995 
after delivering speeches in 
different parts of the King- 
dom. 

The State Security Court 
presided over by civil judges 
found that Mr. Sbbeilat’s lec- 
tures had forthrightly criti- 
cised the Hashemite family 
and accused its members of 
treachery. 

. Mr. Shbeilat filed nomina- 
tion to run In a parliamentary 
by-election in April but the 
election authorities turned 
down the nomination be- 
cause he bad not met the 
requirements of the candida- 
cy- A conn upheld that deci- 
sion. 

Mr. Shbeilat was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison in 1992 
for sedition but was released 
following a Royal pardon the 
same month. 


Talks under way on 
new Kabul coalition 


KABUL (Agencies) — Gov- 
,emment officials have begun 
talks with a former enemy 
faction to decide the com- 
position of a joint interim 
. government, a spokesman for 
the faction said Tuesday. 

The negotiations follow 
just days after a break- 
through between President' 
Burnanuddm Rabbani, and 
former Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, whose 
Hezb-e-Islami faction had 
until recently sought to top- 

ntf* rt»A 


and any groups that join us, 
Hezb-e-IsJami spokesman 
Ghairat Baheer told the 
Associated Press during a 
telephone interview in the 
Pakistani capital Islamabad. 

Mr. Hekmatyar earlier said 
Mr. Rabbani was willing to 
relinquish control of the 
prime ministry, the defence 
ministry and the finance 
ministry. In exchange, Mr. 
Rabb ani was to remain as 
president for six months until 
elections are held. 
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